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.________ APPROVED _.__I_ ____L 

TtiDMAS A PETERSON --- 
City h40nagor 

[?] COUNCJL COMMUNICATION 

P 

AGENDA TITLE: Communications (January 1 7 ,  1991 through January 29, 1991) 

MEETING DATE: February 6, 1991 

PREPARED BY: C i ty  Clerk 

RECWMENDED ACTION: 

AGENDA ITEM RECOMMENDATION 

J 3d Discussion and appropr ia te  a c t i o n .  

BMXGROUR‘D INFORMATION: The fol lowing communication was received between the 
d a t e s  o f  January 17 ,  1991 and January 29, 1991. 

J 3d From, Michael J. Barkley, 161 North Sheridan Avenue 141, 
Manteca, CA , request ing t h a t  the C i t y  Council adopt  a 
r e s o l u t i o n  support ing the establ ishment  by the Federal 
Communications Commission o f  a C i t i z e n s ’  Band Radio 
T r a f f i c  Advisory Channel a s  a means t o  improve t r a f f i c  
cont ro l  systems during foggy weather. 

Mr. Barkley plans t o  a t t e n d  the February 6, 1991 Ci ty  Council meeting t o  address  the 
Ci ty  Council regarding his reques t  and t o  respond t o  any ques t ions  the C i t y  Council 
may have regarding the matter .  Additional information regarding t h i s  reques t  i s  on 
f i l e  i n  the Ci ty  C l e r k ’ s  o f f i c e .  

FUNDING: None requi red.  

d h J m  &4 
Alice M. Reimche 
Ci ty  Clerk 



RESOLUTION NO. 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LODI SUPPORTING 
THE ESTABLISHMENT BY THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION OF A 

CITIZENS' BAND RADIO TRAFFIC ADVISORY CHANNEL 

WHEREAS during conditions of impaired visibility such as IiEAVY FOG or 
blowing dust, in addition to excessive speed, absence of adequate 
information about the roadway ahead is a cause of regular, predictable 
massive vehicle pileups with great injury and loss of life; and 

WHEREAS residents of Lodi are at great risk from such massive 
multiple-vehicle pileups in the fog on freeways in the Central Valley; and 

WHEREAS Citizens' Band Radio holds the possibility for reducing that 
toll by delivering timely information about roadway conditions: and 

contributes to much congestion, waste of time, excess consumption of fuel, 
and air pollution which could be avoided i f  drivers knew to take alternate 
routes; and 

channels other than Emergency Channel 9 prevents an organized effort to 
exchange such roadway condition information; and 

n n r s R m a  Zmergency Channel 9 usage is limited to emergency 
information, excluding information that might prevent such emergencies in 
the first place; 

Petition received September 11, 1990 by the Federal Communications 
Commission petitioning the Commission to designate one of the existing 
Citizens' Band Radio channels as a "Traffic Advisory" channel with usage 
limited to warnings, advice, comments, questions, and answers about roadway 
conditions, and with enforcement provisions similar to those of the Channel 
9 Emergency Channel but less restrictive. 

WHEREAS lzzk of information about roadway conditions ahead in general 

WHEREAS the existing chaotic, conflicting usage of all Citizens' Band 

~.n.n PI n 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Lodi supports the 

DATED : 

ROLL CALL: 

AYES : 

NOES : 

ABSENT: 

ATTEST : 

-- 
CITY CLERK MAYOR 



Mi.chael J. Barkley 
161 N. Sheridan Ave. t l  
Manteca, CA 95336 

20 9/823-4817 

January 2 ,  1991 

Letters to the Editor 
The Tribune 
P. 9. Box 867 
Salt Lake City, UT 84110 

Dear Mr. Fehr: 

This morning there was a horrendous multi-vehicle pileup in the fog 
on Interstate 215 near Salt Lake City. I live in California's Central 
Valley where such pileups are common because of the ground fog that can 
linger here for months during the winter. In each of the past two years I 
was in the middle of a large multi-vehicle pileup in which a Manteca 
resident was killed less than a hundred yards behind me. 

This has gone on long enough! 

I have organized a group of Central Valley residents to lobby for 
imprz=.cd t ra f f i c  control systems in the fog. Tired of the resistence and 
delays by the California transportation bureaucracy, I have filed a petition 
with the Federal Communications Commission asking them to designate a 
'Citizens' Band Radio Traffic Advisory Channel with usage limited to 
warnings, advice, comments, questions and answers about roadway conditions, 
and with enforcement oipilar to those of the Channel 9 Emergency Channel but 
less restrictive." The goal is to help US as drivers to trade information 
among ourselves on the dangers ahead (without the usual CB chit-chat) until 
the varioua gcvernments install the systems that are available now to cut 
down on these pileups. The 3 /4"  thick petition is presently pigeonhole; in 
an obscure FCC back office. To make sure the FCC understands that there is 
public interest in this petition, we are circulating supplementary petitions 
and sending in those signatures. 

Local teams of REACT (the group that monitors Channel 3 and does 
other public-service work) have joined the effort and are collecting 
signatures with us. 

If you would like copies of these short-form petitions to sign or 
circulate in your  area, please call me at 209 /823-4817  ar write me at 161 N. 
Sneridan hve. #1, Manteca, C A  95336 and I Will send you some. 

T h a n k  you. 

Sincerely, 

M i c h a e l  J. B a r k l e y  



- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -cut out, v5, yive (0 your friends. cmulrtte. t ~ l l ~ t  signs-, mail it UI - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
l c  i ;  

PETtTlON (Addendum to Petition tor Rulemaking, Docket # -I 

To: The Honorable Commissioners of the Federal Communications Commission 
1919 M Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Date: 
WE THE UNDERSIGNED hereby find: 

I 
j 

-that during conditions of impaired visibility such as HEAVY FOG or blowing dust, in addition to 
excessive speed, absence of adequate information about the roadway ahead is a cause of regular, predictable 
massive vehicle pileups with great injury and loss of life, 

-that Citizens Band Radio hoids the possibility for reducing that toll by delivering timely information 
about roadway conditions, 

name (printed): city,'statelzlp: 

-that lack of information about roadway conditions ahead in general contributes to much congestion, 
waste of time, excess consumption of fuel, and air pollution which could be avoided if drivers knew to take 
atternate routes, 

an organized effort to exchange soch roadway condition information, 
-that the existing chaotk, conflicting usage of all CB channels other than Emergency Channel 9 prevents 

-that Emergency Channel 9 usage is limited to emergency information, excluding information that might 
prevent such emergencies In the first place, 

THEREFORE, we the undersigned hereby support the Petition received September 11.1990, FCC Docket # 
, petitioning the FCC to designate one of the existing Citizens' Band Radio channels as a "Traffic 

Advisory" channel w!?h !sage limited $0 v.%?z??ings, 2&!ce, comments, cjuesibfis, and answers about roadway 
conditions, and with enforcement provisions similar to tho% of the Channel 9 Emergency Channel but less 
rest rid fve. 

streevP.0. t m x : h i  

i 
I cltylstatelzip: 

i 
2) name (signed): streeVP.0. box: 

I 
1 
I 

3) name (signed): streetlP.0. box: 41 I 
11 

---ik 
I/ 

II 

___- --____ ---i 

I 

name (prlnred): citylstatelzip: j j  

j j  I 
I/ L- 

Info: Mike  Barkley, 1G1 N. Sherldan Ave. 31, Manteca, CA 95336 209/823-G317 
[Submit with 1 extra copy to FCC at addres at top. Commwts welcome.] 

I 



1 4) name (signed): 

I 

siree1:r.u. DOX: 

street’P.0. b o x :  5) name(signed): 

ii 
!I 

, Ii 

I riame (printed): ci! yls t at elzip: ;------- I 11 

j name (printed): citylstatelztp: I 
!! 

I. Ii 
1 1  

I 

i 7) name(signed): streeWP.0. box: 

/I 

j /  

( i 
I t  

I 

ii name (prlnted): citylstatelzip: 

ii 

- 1’ name (printed): city/state/zip: I ‘1 
:! 

I 

*I 1 9) name(signed): streetiP.0. box: 

, -- 
8) name(s1gned): streeUP.0. box: 1: 

I 

I’ 
I 

I 
I 

1 
1 

I /  
I 

‘ 8  

name (printed): citylstatelzip: , 



RESOLUTION NO. R1990-350 

A RESOLUTION O F  THE CITY C O U N C I L  OF THE 
CITY OF MANTECA S U P P O R T I N G  THE ESTABLISHMENT BY THE 

BAND RkDIO TRAFFIC ADVISORY CHANNEL 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COM?IISSION OF A C I T I Z E N S '  

WHEREAS, during conditions of impaired visibility such 
as hesvy fog or blowing dust, in addition to excessive 
speed, absence of adequate information about the 
roadway ahead is a cause of regular, predictable 
massive vehicle pileups with great injury and loss of 
life; and 

WHEREAS, in each of the past two years, a citizen of 
Manteca has died in such massive multiple-vehicle 
pileups in the fog on freeways in the vicinity of 
Manteca; and 
.------. - 
W ~ L K G ~ ~ ,  Citizens' Sand R a d i o  holds  the possibility 
for reducing that toll by delivering timely 
information about roadway conditions; and 

WHEREAS, lack of information about roadway conditions 
ahead in general contributed to much congestion, waste 
of time, excess consumption of fuel, and air pollution 
which could be avoided if drivers knew to take 
alternate routes; and 

WHEREAS, the existing chaotic, conflicting usage of 
a l l  Citizens' Band channels other than Emeruency 
Channel 9 prevents an organized effort to exchange 
such roadway condition information; and 

WHEREAS, Emergency Channel 9 usage is limited to 
emergency information, excluding information that 
might prevent such emergencies in the first place;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of 
Elanteca supports the Petition received September 11, 
1990, by the Federal Communications Commission 
petitioning the Conmission to designate one of the 
existing Citizens' Band Radio channels as a " T r a f f i c  
Advisory" channel with usage limited to warnings, 
advice, comments, questions, and answers about 



1 

i 

RESOLUTION NO. h-J90-350 
PAGE 2 

roadway conditions, and w i t h  enforcement provisions 
similar to th6se of the Channel 9 Emergency Channel 
but less restrictive. 

DATED : November 19, 1990 

ROLL CALL: 

AYES: Councilmen Balsinger, Flores, Mezzetti, 
Perry and Snyder 

NOES : None 

ABSENT: None 

ATTEST: 

$$L$Jdb JOA N TILTON 

’ CITY CLERK MAYOR 

i 



PETlTlON (Addendum to Petition lor Rulemaking, Docket t ) 

1 

To: The Honorable Commissioners of the Federal Communications Commission 
1919 M Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Date: 
WE THE UNDERSIGNED hereby find: 

-that during conditions of impaired visibility such as flEAVY FOG or blowing dust, in addition to 
eXCeSS1Ve specd, absence of adequate information about the roadway ahead is a CauSe of regular, predictable 
massive vehicle pileups with great injury and loss of life, 

-that Citizens Band Radio holds the possibility for reducing that toil by delivering timely information 
about roadway conditions, 

-that lack of information about roadway conditions ahead in general contributes to much ccngestion, 
waste of time, excess consumption of tuel, and air pollution which could be avoided if drivers knew to take 
alternate routes, 

4 
j/ 

j! 

name (printed): clty/stateizip: 

I 2) name (signed): st reet!P.O. box: 

ii 

-that the existing chaotic, contlicting usage ot all CB channels other than Emergency Channel 9 prevents 
an orgznized effort to exchange such roadway condition information, 

-that Emergency Channel 9 usage is limited to emergency information, excluding information that might 

THEREFORE, we the undersigned hereby support the Petition received September 1: ,  1990, FCC Docket # 
, peiltionlng the FCC to designate one of the existing Cltlzens' Band Radio channels as a "Traffic 

Advisory" channel with usage limited to warnings, advice, Comments, questions, and answers about raadway 
conditlons, and with enforcement provisions similar to those of the Channel 9 Emergency Channel but less 
res trlcttve. 

prevent such emergencies In !he first place, 

name (pripted): cltyistateizip: 

1) name (signed): street/P .O. box: 

I 

- _ _ ~ _ _ _ _ _ _  
streetlP.0. box: I/ 

I ji 

/ I  name (printed): cityistatelzip: ?/ 

Info: Mike Barkley, 161 N. Sheridan Ave. # I ,  Manteca. CA 95336 209,823-4817 
[Submit with 1 extra 20py to FCC at address at top. Comments welcome.] 



streetiP.0. box: 
1 

!I 
4) name (signed): 

I! -- name (printed): cityistatelzip: :I 

i 
I! 

li 
1 ;  

! 
streetlP.0. box: 5) name (signed): 

,, 1 :  

i: 
name (printed): city/state/zlp: i/ 

ii 
/I 
4 

name (prtnted): cityistatelzip: !I 

!I 
I/ 
il 

7) name (signed): streetiP.0. box: 

name (prtrrted): cityistatelzip: 

I 11 
- 

I 8) name (signed): streetlP.0. box: 

1 

name (printed): cit yistatelzip: 1 1  
!I 
/ I  

11 

4i 
II 

- 
/ i  

9) name (signed:: streetiP.0. box:  

1; 
name (printed): city/state/zlp: [I 

Info: Mike Barkley, 161 N. Sheridan Ave. #1, Manteca. CA 95336 209;823-4817 
[Submit with 1 extra copy to FCC at address at lop. Comments welcome.] 



6A The Knoxville Journal n . Wednesday. December 12, 1990 

The Associated Press 

. CALHOUN - Bill Johnson left home for an- 

Franklin, Tenn. By 10 o’clock, however, both 
his day and his-status had changed considera- 
bly. 

Johnson survived Tuesday’s deadly chain- 
reaction accident that killed 15: 

‘other day of work at McKinnon Bridge Co. of I 

IfB At  least 15 dead, 46 hurt in 1-75 pileup, 1A 
Rescue efforts hit or miss in smoke, haze, 444 

He also talked tw9 people out of a truck 
where they could have sent the death toll - 
the worst since’ Tennessee began keeping re- 
cords 20 years ago - still higher. 

Johnson, 45, of Kingsport, Tenn., was head- 
ed south on Interstate, 75 near’ Calhoun about 
9:30 a.m. when his citizen’s band radio started 
crackling that there was trouble ahead on t h e .  

“Everybody was hollering on the CB’s, ‘Set 
it down,”’ said Johnson. “I stopped because I 
could see the  tail lights of the truck ahead. But 
when I stopped, another one hit me in the  
back.” 

fog-shrouded highway. _.-, 
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Michael J. Barkley 
161 N, Sheridan Ave. 41 
Manteca, CA 95336 
20 9/8 23-4 8 17 

BEFORE THE 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIOXS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554 

In re: 1 
1 
1 

Petition of Michael J. Barkley No : 
for Rulemaking 1 

1 
1 
1 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

I. Petition for Rulemaking p. i 

11. Proposed Amendment P- 1 

111. Arguments in Support of Requested Action P -  2 

IV. Interests of Petitioner 

V. Draft Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 

vI. verification 

P -  3 

P. 6 

P -  7 

Exhibit A - Newspaper clippings and photographs of multiple- 
vehicle accidents in fog (or blowing dust) 

Exhibit E - Letters to the Editor or Editorials on fog traffic 
safety 

Exhibit C - Correspondence with state government officials o n  fog 
trafric safety 

Exhibit D - "usenet" debate on proposal for a C 
Traffic Advisory O n l y  Channel 

E x h i b i t  E - Draft Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 

tizens' Band 
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M i c h a e l  J. B a r k l e y  
161  N. S h e r i d a n  Ave. 41 
M a n t e c a ,  CA 95336 
20 9/8 2 3 -48 17 

BEFORE THE 

FEOERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASBINGTON, D.C. 20554 

In re: 1 
1 
1 

P e t i t i o n  of M i c h a e l  J. B a r k l e y  1 N o  : 
f o r  Ru lemak ing  1 

1 
1 
1 

To: The Commiss ion  

I. PETITION FOR RULEMAKING 

1, P u r s u a n t  t o  4 7  c f r  S e c t i o n  1 . 4 0 1 ,  M i c h a e l  J. B a r k l e y  

h e r e b y  p e t i t i o n s  t h e  Federal C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  Commiss ion  f o r  

amendment  of S e c t i o n  95 .407  of t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ’ s  rules t o  establis] 

a C i t i z e n s ‘  Band R a d i o  ” T r a f f i c  A d v i s o r y ”  C h a n n e l ;  a n d  p e t i t o n e r  

r e s p e c t u l l y  r e p r e s e n t s  as follow: 

TI. PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

2 .  P e t i o n e r  requests t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e v i s i o n  i n  S e c t i o n  

95 .407  of t h e  r u l e s ,  47 cfr Sectioll 95.407, w i t h  respect to usage 

of one C i t i z e n s ’  Band Radio C h a n n e l ,  a new subdivision ( h ) :  

“ ( h )  C h a n n e l  17 may be used only fo r  t h e  p o s t i n g  or 

e x c h a n g e  o f  t r a f f i c  advisory i n f o r m a t i o n . ”  

or  s u c h  o t h e r  C h a n n e l  a s  t h e  Commiss ion  chooses. 

3 .  Petitioner a l s o  requests t h a t  t h e  Commiss ion  a z s p t  a s  

a n  e x p l a n a t o r y  n o t e  i n  a f a s h i o n  similar t o  t.e C o m m i s s i o n ’ s  
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2 
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8 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

“Append ix”  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ’ s  “Report  a n d  Order” e s t a b l i s h i n g  

C h a n n e l  9 a s  t h e  “Emergency  C h a n n e l ”  a t  22 FCC 2d 635,  a 

d e f i n i t i o n  of “ t r a f f i c  a d v i s o r y ”  as i n c l u d i n g  usage l i m i t e d  t o  

1 w a r n i n g s ,  a d v i c e ,  comments ,  q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d  a n s w e r s  a b o u t  roadway  

1 c o n d i t i o n s .  
I 

4 .  P e t i t i o n e r  a l so  requests t h a t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  promptly 
1 1 

I 
d r a f t  a n d  adopt a p r e l i m i n a r y  n o n - b i n d i n g  r e s o 7 u t i o n  u r g i n g  t h e  

N a t i o n ’ s  pool of C i t i z e n s ’  Band R a d i o  U s e r s  t h a t  t h e y  t r y  u s i n g  
~ l C h a n n e l  1 7  ( o r  s u c h  o t h e r  C h a n n e l  as t h e  Commiss ion  c h o o s e s )  o n  a 
I 

v o l u n t a r y  bas i s  f o r  “ t r a f f i c  a d v i s o r y  i n f o r m a t i o n ”  o n l y ,  u n t i l  

~ s u c h  t i m n e  as  t h e  Commiss ion  c a n  explore t h e  issges p r e s e n t e d  

j h e r e i n  - 
111. ARGUFENTS I N  SUPPORT OF REQUESTED A C T I O N  I 

I 5. D u r i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  of impaired v i s i b i l i t y  s u c h  a s  h e a v y  
I 

1 fog or b l o w i n g  d u s t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  excessive s p e e d ,  a b s e n c e  of 

adequate i n f o r m a t i o n  about t h e  r o a d w a y  a h e a d  is  a c a u s e  of 

r e g u l a r ,  p r e d i c t a b l e  m a s s i v e  v e h i c l e  pileups w i t h  g rea t  i n j u r y  a n <  

loss  of l i f e ,  

6.  C i t i z e n s ’  Band R a d i o  h o l d s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  r e d u c i n c  

t h a t  t o l l  b y  d e l i v e r i n g  t i m e l y  i n f  o r r r a t i o n  a b o u t  r o a d w a y  

c o n d i t i o n s ,  

7 .  L a c k  of i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  roadway c o n d i t i o n s  a h e a d  i n  

general c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  much c o n g e s t i o n ,  w a s t e  of t i m e ,  e x c e s s  

c o n s u m p t i o n  of f u e l ,  a n d  a i r  p o l l u t i o n  wh ich  c o u l d  be a v o i d e d  i f  

d r i v e r s  knew t o  t a k e  a l t e r n a t e  routes, 

8 .  T h e  e x t s t i n g  c h a o t i c ,  c o n f l i c t i n g  u s a g e  of all 

C i t i z e n s ’  Bar .6  R a d i o  c h a n n e l s  o t h e r  t h a n  “Emergency  C h a n n e l  9 ”  

i n t e r E e r e s  w i t h  a n y  o r g a n i z e d  e E f o r t  t o  use a CB R a d i o  t o  exchang i  

I -L- 
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s u c h  roadway c o n d i t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  

9. "Emergency C h a n n e l  9" usage is l imited t o  emergency 
_ .  

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e x c l u d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  m i g h t  p r e v e n t  s u c h  

e m e r g e n c i e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  and a s  a consequence i s  u s u a l l y  

"dead a i r "  and  t h u s  n o t  m o n i t o r e d  by motoris ts  who c o u l d  b e  w a r n e d  

of a c t u a l  e m e r g e n c i e s  had t h e y  had r e a s o n  t o  m o n i t o r  it, 

1 0 .  D e s i g n a t i o c  of a " t r a f f i c  a d v i s o r y "  C i t i z e n s '  Band 

R a d i o  C h a n n e l  would b e  t h e  fas tes t  a n d  c h e a p e s t  way t o  improve 

t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  i n  t h e  fog as well as t r a f f i c  f l o w  d u r i n g  c o n g e s t e d  

c o n d i t i o n s ,  a n d ,  i n  f a c t  would g e n e r a t e  s u b s t a n t i a l  n e t  s ta te  and 

local sales t a x  r e v e n u e  a s  opposed t o  a l t e r n a t e  systems which cost 

s t a t e  a n d  loca l  t a x  d o l l a r s .  

IV. INTERESTS O F  PETITIONER 

11. On December 14, 1988 p e t i t i o n e r  w a s  d r i v i n g  t o  work 

westbound on C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  R o u t e  1 2 0  ( a  l i m i t e d  access, 

h igh - speed  h ighway)  a t  30  m i l e s  p e r  hour  d u r i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  

heavy fog. As a f l a t b e d  t r u c k  loomed i n  f r o n t  of him and h e  

r e a l i z e d  it w a s  s t o p p e d ,  p e t i t i o n e r  b s - r e ly  had t i m e  t o  merge i n t o  

t h e  p a s s i n g  l a n e  a n d  move p a s t  it. 

p a s s i n g  l a n e  a n o t h e r  2 0  v e h i c l e s  a h e a d ,  Shortly t h e r e a f t e r  a 

f u r n i t u r e  van  slammed i n t o  t h e  f l a t b e d  t r u c k  and t h e  four  or f i v e  

T r a f f i c  w a s  s t o p p e d  i n  t h a t  

v e h i c l e s  i n  f r o n t  of  i t ,  k i l l i n g  t h e  d r i v e r  of t h a t  f l a t b e d  truck, 

R o b e r t  E. T r a v e r s ,  a r e s i d e n t  of Manteca.  A l t o g e t h e r ,  3 0  more 

t h a n  v e h i c l e s  w e r e  i n v o l v e d ,  w i t h  o n e  f a t a l i t y ,  and  24 p e o p l e  

t a k e n  t o  v a r i o u s  h o s p i t a l s .  

1 2 .  On December 1 8 ,  1 9 8 9  p e t i t i o n e r  w a s  d r i v i n g  t o  work 

westbound o n  C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  R o u t e  1 2 0  a t  3 0  m i l e s  p e r  hour  

d u r i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  of heavy fog. A t  t h e  p o i n t  where SR 1 2 0  merges 
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w i t h  I n t e r s t a t e  5, p e t i t i o n e r  and  t h e  t w o  v e h i c l e s  f o l l o w i n g  him 

b a r e l y  h a d  t i m e  t o  s t o p  beh ind  s topped  t r a f f i c .  Moments l a t e r  a 

car s larmed i n t o  t h e  car  t w o  cars beh ind  p e t i t i o n e r ,  c l imbed o v e r  

t h a t  car ,  and  b u r s t  i n t o  flame. Then  v e h i c l e s  on 1-5 began t o  

s l a m  i n t o  s topped  t r a f i c  n e x t  t o  p e t i t i o n e r ' s  car .  P e t i t i o n e r  

p e r s o n a l l y  s a w  a h a l f  dozen  c o l l i s i o n s  and  hea rd  a h a l f  dozen 

more. As w i t h  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e ,  less t i a n  a hundred 

y a r d s  behind  p e t i t i o n e r  u p  on 1-5 a Manteca r e s i d e n t ,  John Benry 

D e g l e r ,  w a s  k i l l e d ,  h i s  v e h i c l e  d r i v e n  unde r  or shoved unde r  t h e  

t r a i l e r  of a j ack -kn i f ed  t r u c k ,  c r u s h e d ,  a n d  c o m p l e t e l y  burned.  

A l t o g e t h e r ,  60 t o  80  v e h i c l e s  w e r e  i n v o l v e d ,  w i t h  one  f a t a l i t y ,  

and  29 t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

13.  I n  b o t h  of t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s ,  C a l i f o r n i a  Highway P a t r o l  

w a s  aware of t h e  haza rdous  c o n d i k i o n s  for  many hour s  b e f o r e  t h e  

a c t u a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and of t h e  i n i t i a l  c o l l i s i o n s  f o r  many minu tes  

before t h e  c o l l i s i o n s  F z t i t i o n e r  WitnessEd,  but CHP had no way t o  

warn t h e  motor ing  p u b l i c  a b o u t  e i t h e r  what t h e  maximum safe speed  

w a s  a t  t h a t  moment o r  t o  warn t h e  moto r ing  p u b l i c  t h a t  lanes  were 

o b s t r u c t e d  ahead .  

1 4 .  P e t i t i o n e r  fears  for  h i s  life and t h e  l i v e s  of h i s  

ne ighbors  if c o n d i t i o n s  are p e r m i t t e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  where t h e  

motoring p u b l i c  i s  n o t  a d v i s e d  i n  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  way of t h e s e  

daf igers .  P e t i t i o n e r  no l o n g e r  b e l i e v e s  t h e  c u r r e n t  fog  

a c c i d e n t - p r e v e n t i o n  meascres are e f f e c t i v e ,  

15.  Over  t h e  p a s t  s even  m o n t h s  p e t i t i o n e r  h a s  c o l l e c t e d  

newspaper c l i p p i n g  r e g a r d i n g  nuuerous  o t h e r  m u l t i p l e - v e h i c l e  

c o l i i s i o n s  a t  t i m e s  of impa i red  v i s i b i l i t y ,  and a t t a c h e s  p o r t i o n s  

of t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  a s  E x h i b i t  A .  E x h i b i t s  A - 1  a n d  A-2  refer to 
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1 6 .  P e t i t i o n e r  h a s  w r i t t e n  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  ed i to r  of 

numerous n e w s p a p e r s  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  V a l l e y  foq belt t o  s h a r e  

v a r i o u s  ideas on t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  s y s t e m s  t o  improve fog t r a f f i c  

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 I 

e n c o u r a g i n g ,  E x h i b i t  C-14 .  Of n o t e  i s  t h e  p a i r  of C a l i f o r n i a  

S e n a t e  R e s o l u t i o n s  a t  E x h i b i t  C - 1 1  p a g e s  2 and 3 ,  which a r e  25  t c  

27 years old:  d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n 5  y e a r s  t h e  s t a t e  has come up 

w i t h  a s y s t e m  of t h r e e  s e t s  of p l a s t i c  m a r k e r s ,  a s y s t e m  of 

convoy ing  v e h i c l e s  t h r o u g h  fog which i s n ' t  b e i n g  d o n e  a n y  more 

b e c a u s e  of budget c u t s ,  and NOTHING else.  

1 8 .  C e s p a i r i n a  of a t i m e l y  r e s p o n s e  f rom t h e  s t a t e ,  

p e t i t i o n e r  p o s t e z  a n  e a r l y  d r a f t  of t h i s  p e t i t i o n  t o  t h e  " u s e n e t "  
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24 
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h i v i n g ,  emergency services,  ham r a d i o ,  and shor twave  r a d i o .  

;uppor t  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s a l  t o  d e s i g m t e  a t r a f f i c e  a d v i s o r y  c h a n n e l  

gas h igh ,  a l t h o u g h  some p o s t e r s  had problems w i t h  it. The e n t i r e  

32-page debate, uncensored  and candid,  is a t t a c h e d  h e r e t o  as  

3 x h i b i t  D i n  s u p p o r t  of t h i s  p e t i t i o n .  

1 9 .  P e t i t i o n e r  b e l i e v e s  t h i s  i s  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i v e r t  

r a d i o  c h a n n e l  c a p a c i t y  t h a t  i s  l a r g e l y  wasted t o  a u s e  t h a t  w i l l  

he lp  t h e  same peop le  who are p r e s e n t l y  u n d e r u t i l i z i n g  it. They 

would n o t  lose it, t h e y  would g e t  it back ,  b e t t e r ,  d i s c i p l i n e d ,  

u s e f u l .  P e t i t i o n e r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h i s  channe l  d e s i g n a t i o n  w i l l  

he lp  s a v e  l i v e s  and r educe  i n j u r y  and p r o p e r t y  loss, i n c l u d i n g  

p e t i t i o n e r ’ s  own, and t h e r e f o r e  p r a y s  t h a t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  w i l l  

docke t  t h i s  p e t i t i o n ,  c o n s i d e r  i t s  merits, collect  such  p u b l i c  

i n p u t  as  the Commission deems n e c e s s a r y ,  and a d o p t  t h e  rule 

change. 

V. DRAFT NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE MAKING 

20. P e t i t o n e r  r e s p e c t f u l l y  submi t s  h e r e w i t h  t h e  D r a f t  

Notice of Proposed  Rulemaking a t t a c h e d  h e r e t o  a s  E x h i b i t  E. 

WHEREFORE, p e t i t i o n e r  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  t h e  

Commission i n s t i t r z t e s  a rulemaking p roceed ing  i n  acco rdance  w i t h  

l a w  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of 4 7  cfr S e c t i o n s  1.401 e t  seq., an1 

t o  the reupon  amend i t s  r u l e s  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  above  p r o p o s a l .  

-6-  
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VI. VERIFICATION 
'1) 

M i c b a e l  J. B a r k l e y ,  b e i n g  f i r s t  d u l y  sworn,  on o a t h ,  

d e p o s e s  a n d  s a y s :  t h a t  ne is t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  i n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  

matter; t h a t  h e  h a s  read t h e  w i t h i n  a n d  f o r e g o i n g  p e t i t i o n  and  

knows t h e  c o n t e n t s  t h e r e o f ,  and  t h a t  t h e  matters a n d  t h i n g s  

t h e r e i n  s ta ted are  t r u e  a n d  of h i s  own knowledge s a v e  and  except 

t h o s e  matters t h e r e i n  s ta ted on i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  b e l i e f ,  and as t o  

t h o s e  h e  b e l i e v e s  them t o  be t r u e ;  t h a t  t o  t h e  best of h i s  

knowledge a n d  b e l i e v  t h e r e  i s  good g r o u n d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  w i t h i n  

p e t i t i o n ;  a n d  t h a t  t h e  w i t h i n  p e t i t i o n  i s  n o t  i n t e r p o s e d  f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e  of d e l a y .  

s i g n a t u r g g c A < j -  a$L 
S u b s c r i b e d  a n d  sworn t o  before me a t  f 

C a l i f o r n i a ,  t h i s  23/24 day of f l u - @ @  , 1990. 
S i g n a t u r e :  - 

r c ; . ~ :  PU;::~-~~.~:~~,~~.~~ 5 Rotary  P u b l i c  i n  a n d  f o r  t h e  County 
cG:i:B; CCST,: c3: ' : r I  i' 

of , S t a t e  

of C a l i f o r n i a .  

W c;mn. c5:es E; 15, 1 p 3  : 
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(Origional of photo that appeared in tlr Mmttca N e w .  12/1G/88. p. 2, with the cqrion:) Four of dw eight 
vellicles involved in an eighl car chain reaction pile up on tlx: Higliw3y 120 bypnss Thunday morning. n i e  
accidenl left one m m  d e d  nml 17 injured, incluc!hg fotlr ConfictCd f C h S  being tnnspofled to DcucI 



Hospitals 
busy but 
prepared 
By STEPHANIE SANSOM 
€%a stan m e r  

FRENCH LAMP - M e r  the 
first vicTms of the dense fog u- 
rived In San  Joaquin General  
Hospi ta l ' s  emergency depnn-  
mcnt Wednesday morning. chief 
emergency yhysiclan Richard 
Buys stepped briefly outside and 
prayed for the sun to quickly 
b u m  a hole through the white 
s h m d  coating the area. 

At noon. four ho lm after the 
f i r s t  vinims arrived and seven 
hours  in!o Buys' sblh. he uas 
snll nrat ing one of the 31 people 
inp red  in accidcnz in San J m -  
quin County within w o  ;lours. 

And :he fog still blaiikercd 
soumern Sax Juaquin County 

Thanks :o a n  efficient disaster 
plan. however. thc inlured rc- 
ccivad medical care  rapidly P: 
hospitals througnoui Sdn Joa- 
quin Coun!y and 3: Docturs hied- 
ical Center in M c d P s k x  

T w o  yedn ago. i f  would h s ~ ~  
been  mass chaox brcouse w e  
d;Cn'r hrve :his syrrrm i x  p l ~ c e . -  
s a d  Wo?, iJdld.*w o! %in Jcaquin 
County'\ O l f - c r  u! t r w r 6 e n c y  
sem<-cs 

S U T . ~  51.1rrin Sumrnerf:cld O! 
I?.)c:ors f lo5pi la i  of M:~irleia 

Wrecks shut 
120 bypass 
for 4 hours 
m Valley mc!orids must learn 13 

Ilve w m  vlc tcg. Page A-16. 

By BRYCE WHITE 
bee LUU wnml 

h l h M E U  - Chain-reacticn 
c r a s h 5  in decw fog kill& one 
person. sen1 24 others to hospl- 
tals and smashed mom than 30 
cars early Wednesday on the 
M a n t e a  b p a u  and Inremate 5.  

Pronounced dexi  at the scene 
was i loben Trawn. 35. of M 3 n  
I K ~ .  who was lolled in one series 
of crashes involving eight cars o r  
the HighuTy 120 bypass c a r  01 
Union R-6. 

Rescue workers  fotind the 
bndy of Trawn in his truck ot: 
the bypass roadway hidZen b? 
the fog. 

There were s e w n  separate 
multiple-cm coIlisions on the 665. 
mile b p s s  beruwn Highway 95 
and 1-5. and 10 others on 1-5 near 
the Mossdale Y. =.hem the by. 
p a s  connecfs uith the inrcntste. 

There were 50 many acodcnr: 
and injuncs that c v e q  a n h b l r  
California Highu? Patrol office! 
was Cdl!ed out in L\C cmeTenc) 
which began at about S:<S a m 

-It  u= 3 w a r  zone U'e wrrt 
defir.itcly ovewhclmed. no duub' 
about it: CHP spkemmn Rus: 
bfoore s3iC 
He sad the acadents occurrec 

in a thick blrnkrl of fog covrnng 
the  scy:hcrn half of S u  Jo.iquir 
County that was mntcred in thi 
Manteca and b!oudale Y amas 

I r  will take d3>r 10 son  uu 
what happcr.eC and why and 131 
I? up the nunnbcr of cars in 
volved. Sfww -ad. 

'Thc CHP'r mul::plc.acciden' 
invnnyanon te3m um$ Cd!i!d II 

to aid in rhe 103. hc s.iiti 
A van carqing f w r  pnsoccr 

lrom bTsdera Cour.:! IG @cur 
Vocarional 1r.rtilu:ion was in 
volved in one sculent .  sendin) 
the p n w n r n  and wo gvdrdr 1% 
the hmpitd. 

U e d n e r C a y  c v r n i ! ~ # .  an a[> 
pro3ching col t  fruiir  brulrgh 
h i ~ h  u-,nd> p s w c  1:om 24 m;~!  
to 4 0  mph.  JFawni.?g 6 dus  

At I C J S :  fc-r C.I:S u r : c  i r  

sn? Ea;. 7t.:c. CRASHE'. 



HOSPITALS: Disaster plans 
bring some order to chaos * 

CONTINUED trom A-1 

agreed. 
'Eve or ten years. ago. they 

probab'y would have hauled 10 
or 15 of thw people here.'and 
we would h a w  Just been'over- 
whelmed.' he sold. ' . 

As it worked out. Doctors. 
Tncy Community Memorial and 
Dameron Hospital In Stockton 
each received five Injured pa- 
tients. Lodi Memorial received 
three, Doctors Medical Center. 
two. and St. -Joseph's Medical 
Cenfer in.Stockton. one. 

Because It had more doctors 
and nurses on hand, San'Joaquin 
Geiicnl wetved  10 patients. 

T h e  number  .of . crashes  
prompted the Office of Emergcn- 
cy Sewices 10 declare a We1 2 
medical crnergency nt 9 4 5  a.m. 
' According to plan. the emer- 
gency medical workers at  Sen 
Jnaquin General Horpital immr- 
diately put out a conlerence call 
to s r w n  hospitals in the county 

to find out how many patients 
they could hmdle. 

Next. the  workers contacted 
ambulances via the MedNeI m- 
dlo -em and instructed them 
where to take lhev p a t i t n u  

Responding to the &aster was 
morr complex thrn  usual be- 
QW me many m s h u  occurred 
throughout the county. Baldwin 
Uid. 

Nonetheless. 4; thought i t  
went real well.' said Summer- 
ncld. 

7 h e  patients did not come in 
all a? once. And we kept getting 
information on them.' 

Barbara Green. executive di- 
=or of the regional Emergency 
Medical Servlccs Agency. raid all 
local counties cxce I Caiavenu 
have had a similar p e n  to handle 
medlcat d i w s t e n  for several 
w a n .  

R n l d d n  said hospitals. para- 
medics. l irellghten and ofhers 
parricipate In drills to practice 

'their r o i u  in medical dianstrtrs. 

e m  San Joaqdn Valley. In the 
Stads laus  area. the average 
n u d e r  of h y  fog &p is 44. ' 
The foggiest year on record w 
1962 when there were 65 foggy 
dap - and nights 

Radlation log is hr&d m r  
land on denr Wts when heat 
loss by radiation cools the  
ground and ch1h Iht air tust 

. Driving Tips -- /. 

lcge instnidw, details h phc , 
nomenon in's textbook that he 
har authored. 'Meteorology To- . 
day.' . \ 

m e n  the fo tigins to form. 
the top of the fog layer rrpleces 
the grwnd u the & x c  to be 

dents to eniov brinht mnshhe 

Tbe Gbk sp.6. rlmrdng 
HonrcU. art the mmmr%er COT 
do- In Stankhus County tho 
indude- Hig?~way 1% Highw. 
99 north. Geer. AIbcrs..Hat~ 
md Kitnun rords m d  SanU I 
Amwe.  . .  

. Cornmuten ]us! 'don't lea. 
themselves -@I time' to COI 

.:pensafe for the slower drivii 
conditions !hat the d i c u t a .  

w y  disasters WU the Highw 
'120 m e 4  some motorists SI 
don'tmttheida..:': . $1,  :: 

:v., And e v ~ n  ia tfk fa- af FOJ 

while Mod&co an2 the ball& 
n w r ' r r m d n s  sh+dtd in' damp 
m o w n c u .  . . : ::I . I .  . 

Rut the ground-hugging log 
can vary greatly in dehrity Over 
shon dbtanccs. Driven hrquen!. 
ly encounter unexpectedly 'dcnre 
patches of fog or1 d w a y r .  
streets slid roods as was fhc cax 
Wednesday in south Sen Joequbi 
County. .,; ,:,.:;,.,,;'..:~~'~~.. : , : t .  - But the density of the fq.walSv 
,, not the problem. he said. . ::,:' 

,,,-.:ti doesn't maner where the 

" Honrril was o m  01 the M d i  
t*bued CHP m n  called 

. r i s i s t  ' with >traffic contr 
Wednesday morning Ln SOL 

, - I  had cvc~t!!r.g flashing U 
blue ligl 

and I had w e  2yinp to p: 
::-:: . . . . 

': McClatchy N m  Ss&co >I . Scotl R o a n s  contrlbuled to 1 

. 5an Joquin County. ~ , 

I could - red 

, ,.me.: H o d  mid. 
,. ! .. " . / 
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Mantecan ki'jled 3.; in fog pileup 
Cl- ~ P :  It 
was a 
war zone 

-ocal men. help save driver from fierjl tomb 
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sucEtssion, including a Ihrcc-car 
collision and a six-car collision. 

Collirions then began on thc 
southbound lanes of 1-5 M i n g  up 
U, 1-205, including 2 two-car colli- 

. .  
I 7?;c momin situation I .  comolicated '- ! Y . other: 

of the county. @eluding at thc 
intcrurtion of Int&tare 12 and 1-5, 
on southbound Highway W in 
Stockton. and in Farmington. 

At least89 vehicles werc involvcd 
in the collisions. according to Whit- 

This minor-Injury &lllslon was.one of many that dotted Interstates 5 
and 205 .following a chaln-reactlon accident- In dense fog Monday 
morning. -._ .I: -... ' 

. .  . -  . ,  . .  
- I - .  . ~ _ .  
.-. ' . .  I .  . .  

mire. C&dfkS W a t  k e i v e d  at six 
county hospitals. inchding h ~ t o r ~  on Highway 99 in Ripon. . 
'Hospital of M a n t a .  while numer- rug conGitio& wtn: mpcctd 10 
ous ambulance companies wzrc ; bc even w o r n  today, wiih dcnsity 
used to msport the injured.. cxpcctcd to reach zero visibility in 

lision involving 132 & 

' ' 

Milligm said almost all the colli- 
sions on 1-5 and 1-205 involved 
sptcding vehicles hitting cars that 
had come p a  stop. €1: ?id v\$bility 
was a b u ~ ' 1 0 0  fmt, whkh &S' 
that o ;Vehicle, moving*fi%ter:%r 30 
rnph yu!d\pot k.,ab!c+'f<>tpbj: 

some p ~ x e s  Icing wiu also b~ an 
. -aiy-morning hanrd. ezpccially on 

bridges and overpasses. Mylttca 
was efftxtivcly " k x k c d  in" by 7:30 

CHP was not exaclly sure how 
many'injurid had cccurrcd Monday 

.morning.and whcthermo_rc L !  two 

'p.rn- Monday night. .\. . 
1 

Heroes _ - _  
From Page A-1 
cxploding." Bmkmeycr  ;aid. "hly 
life was m l l y  in dangcr. and so was 
Jim's. But there was no way wcrc 
geuing out ofthhen without this guy. 
and I think Jim felt thc samc way. 

Armstrong and Brockmeycr d c s p  
c:atcly uicd to pull Dcpew out, 
who= legs were trapped under thc 
truck's steering column. As thc two 
rncn worked. bystanders thrcw any- 

w c  wen: x) closc." 

nt Lhx point was right on our backs," 
.bnstrong said. . 

Dcpcw was listcd in serious but 
snblc condition at San Jmquin Gcn- 
cr31 Hospital Monday night with 
bums w his face and legs. His fricnd 
and fcllow employcc..Denny F m -  . 
do. 25, of Rancho Cordom. was also 
listcd in fair and stable condition . 
w i h  bums to his face. which hc 
npprcntly rccciverl whilc 3kO try- 
ing 10 snvc Dcpcw. 

krmsvong was trrxtcd at San Joa- 
quin Gcncral and rclmscd following 
his rcscuc clforts. 

Brcckmeycr also h3d high praise 
for Scott b. 21. or %hntcc3. a 
San Lcmdro fircfightcr who was 
also rctuming from work Monday 
morning. 

Doan s&G whcn hc arrived at thc 
nccidcnt scene he hclpul fircfightcrs 
sct up a "Uiage- to help pick cut 
injxcd pcrsons who nccdcd irnrne- 
d i m  mnspomtarion to ihc hosp id .  
"Thcrc wcrc quite a few bystmdcrs 
trying LO hclp." Doan ~ d .  

. Brockmcycr said Wi hcI+ 3 

IWRC number of m p l c  with injuries. 
.... ~ 

thing on rhcy could on thc  fir^ lo Drockmcycr said Armsuong was 
kccp Lhhc flames back. using rar 
cxtinguishcrs, connincrs of watcr. "I h i n k  hz d m r v c s a  lotof credit. 
and even Iv solutions a n d  soft \ I kind.of Cccl compcllcd to do  it, 
drinks. Annslrorig mid at on: p i n t  kcaiuc it.'s my job. Iicjumpcd right 

&h?,,'+ . 3 p, 3, 
ihc "rcnl ticro" of h c  d3y. I 

. .  hc gasc Dcpew a drink of ua!c.r io il  and did it.'.', ' . . . ' .  . .  . . .  
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1 killed in 'war zone' of freeway fog 
Iozens hurt 
n comniute 
lour pileups 

A Mrnteca man died when his car crashed Into the r u r  d a:tractor-traller rLg Monday on southbound on-nmp to Interstate S at Mo&j+#e y. 

2 strangers join forcer 
to save man from fire 
By SWART G O R W N  
Bnwm.r 

hlAhTEC.4 - For 10 h i m a  
minuttr ! 4 ~ d ~ y  monung. James 
Amwrong Jr. and h e  Block. 
mire nsdc  a dmi ion  that lord . 
w ever ha- to face. 

The choice YII b e w e n  their 
o m  immm for ulf-prcumtion 
and a humanitarian impulse to 
prcvcnl %omerne elx's death. 

Armstrong. a 3I-ye.r-old La. 
throp native. and Brockmtre. a 
2i .yrar-old Sonora resident. 
chow the h e r .  

Boih wcm driving w a r  T n q  
OD 1og.shrouded tntcrsiate 5 
Mondiy norninK when &I hc!i 
broke lw%c rbwt 8 a.m. 

He u i d  nofomu around him 
ha4 slowed dmosr 10 A stop be. 
UYY MIC W.J do& from 
an accident .head of ~!cm . -1 looked up in my mnTviCy - P%*. Chemicals spilled trom th!s pickup In rear-end accldenl in the fog h Uvingrlon Monday 

-- ._ -__ - __. 
I- - --. .. ~ - .  ._-- 

$&/~,b~-t A - f  p, I 

I 
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,O"UED bonl A-1 . . .  
m d  Stockton 7he infernates re- 
w n c d  u abmt  11 am, a CHP 
, ~ ~ k e s m a n  said 

W e  called rJfficn in h m  the 
alternoon shzft. and we had off-. 
duty firefighters. off-duty high- 
way patrolmen and &OUy para- 

m y  Patrol spokesman - Bob .: 
Whitmire . . 

CHPSgtDonPer ty , tneof the  
firrt onduty law enforcement of- 
k e n  at the scene of the fval 
wreck. said the sequence of 
crashes 'starled out as an ac& 
dent on westbound 1-m in the 
Tracy am+. Traffic was backing 
up on the freeway hm from that 
fint auident.' .. . 

Peny had a m i d  shortly after 

involving a tractor-trailer and 
nvg M on the Highway 120 em' 
r r a ~ c ~  to IJwhen the fatal acd 2 

dent occurred e t  300 
Sway. 

W e  had a jackknifed truck 
and nu0 QVO on fir+' Penysaid 
-As I got out of tbe car. I could 
see m c  coming to a stop here 
on L% freeway and then it all 
started They just kept running 
into the back of each other.- 

vlrribility at the time mgcd be- 
tween 50 feet and 150 f e e  on thc 

but I could hear beavy trucks 
locking their brakes up and then 
heavy impacts, and then I could 
hear an uploriOrr Then 1 could 
see the 5-c  through the fog' Per- 
ry said. IEveryom started y e k g  

up here.' 

media  aop to help.'said High-'? 

8 @.ID. I t  the SCCM Of M 

. .  .. 

the fa&&k 

that then was somebody trapped 

Perry began handing out nares 

. .  . . .  

to motorists. %ere &re citi- 
z e ~ ,  buck driven running up 
h m  with their Little. dryihemi- 
cal eninguishcrs.' he uib 

m e r e  was a flatbed gravel 
mKk that had evidcnrly iun into 
the RLT of mother vehicle. The 
driver ol the flatbed was halfway 
out the window. but from the 
waist down he was trapped in- 
side the vehicle.' be Said. 'It was 
; sad& engulfed in flames. and all 
..these citizens were shooting 

these fire extinguishers on him 
to hy to keep him from burning.' 

- The man. who authoriries iden- 
M e d  as Keith Depcw. 28. of Sac- 
ramento, eventually was freed 

from the burning vehidc and tnk- 
en to SM Joaqum Gemd Has- 
p d ,  w h e n  he was reported in 
clltical condition. 

Two of the ~eople mdtted by 
the CHP with rescumg him WIT 
treated for smoke i r h h t i o n  U 

. Sm Joaquin General Hospital. 
I and released They wen idenn- 
ficd u Amie Bmckmue. 6 27- 
ycar-old fmfighter at Lawrence 
Livennore National Lsboratory. 
and James A n r m n g  Jr.. a 31- 

Janet Robinson. a paramedic 
wr!h Mobile Life Support of 
7 .acy. also suffemd smoke inha- 
lahon dunng rescue efforts. 

'year-old Lathmp rcsidenL 

. . .  . 
. 'Utedy-we some ~ ~ ~ r c e i . .  
.outherctoday.'Ptnysaid . ' 

<-. . K k p l d s  truck war iuvohred in 
::the fame pileup mat led to Be- .. 
, gler's death. The fatality oc- ' 

c u r d  *,en a car smashed into 
the bad! of a m a o r s a i l e r  rig 
and erupted in flames jUn nonh 
of the Highway I20 entrance om. 

- -J im ~ i ~ s b u r y - d  Lodi s n - a p -  
prentice carpenter who U-PT, driv- 
ing to Pleasanton. said cars and 
t n l c l u - j  kgan crashing Fto 
one another. 

He said his car -.hit by a 
pickup tkar -jun !icpt going I 
pulledowra danotherguywas  
hit and it I, Jked like he was 
h w t  so I went rn to ye if be 
wa.~ OK. Then another girl was in 
hercarsittinginnbunchdglau 
from her smashed aridst~icl4 so 
I wen! over to her and got her 
Out of ber car: 
' During the nearly two hour- 
hour period. 32 people w e n  tak- 
en to hospitals. said Ron Eal- 
dwih coordinator of the San Joa- 

1; tosouthbound M - . 'a 

quin County Office of Emergency 

hospitalirred. 
Them were 15 accidents in the 

M e d  area Monday morning 
and all were f o g  related. the 

Ralph Martinez of Hilmar. who 
was drivicg the buck carrying 
swimming pool chemicals. w u  
taken to a hospinl with a head. 
laeration and m i m r h j u r i u  His ' 

truck w rear-endcd by a larger 
truck, the dqver of which Ieh the ~ 

scene, authorities said. 

servim Al leaa 20 people wem 

Highway Patrol reported 

Bee atatl w r l t m  DIans Florer 
Karyn Houston and Jlm McCh14 
rontrlbuted to thls report 

RESCUE: Local men save driver pinned in burning truck 
CONTINUED from A-1 
1nvoh*d in an ncn.dcr,t SNoal 
veMa mrr burnlng and m n -  

% m s m n ~ t u n d  his an;nnoa 
to L burning fiatbed pickup 
when a man. who authoriou lat- 
e r  Identified u Keith D e w  or 
Sac.amento, wns trapped and 
yelling lor help. 

'I emptied my extingusher m 
about two seconds. try-ng to 
keep the flames away from the 
guy. It didn't do much.' he said 
Armstrong and Brockmire col- 
lected e m g u s h e n  from other 
motorists and rair bock to the 
trupped man. where a smal l  band 
of would-be -cn had gath- 

ered. . 
"Ue kept spraying and trying 

to pull him out. It got pretty hot 
at 0r.e point. He was starting to 
scream. but we had to hack 
away.' Amstrong said. 

The man's legs were pinned 
under the crushed steering col- 
urn= The flatbed had mar-nded 
another vehicle. 
'Explosions were going on. 

Tims were blowing out from the 
fire. We didn't know whether Ute 
gas tank was going to blow or 
not.' hmstmng said. . 

The accident scene was in cha- 
os when Frockmhr. who was o n  
his way home from his job u a 
firefighter at the bvATCEK-CFL--- 

more Ne:ional Laboratory, ar-  
rived. 

-People were yelling and 
~ ~ ~ ~ m i n g  and looking for help. 
Several vehicles were on fk- 
B r o c M r e  slid. When the cxiin- 
gubhers ran OUL people began 
throwing :he. contents of Soft 
drink ems, saline solution from 
the ambulances and otlr-r liquids 
onro the names that w e e  Ilcldng 
dangcrowly close to kpm. 

brief mornen! they thought about 
Both rescuers said that'for 8 

gi\iing tip and backing away for 
their own salety. But they re- 
rewed enom to free thc'man. 

'I hnd already aide my dKi- 
sion ?hat I wasn't. going to let this -- -- - -. - ~ 

man bum up in his buck- Am- 
strong said. 

Finally they Reed the man's 
pinned legs with the help of two 
aowbars someone had supplied 
and stid him out of the truck cab. 

'Fy that t h e .  it war tohl!y cn- 
gulled in flames.' Erockmire 
sajd They carried Depew to a 
nearby wnbulsnct. ' W e n  we 
got him in the ambulance. James 
&iu t Mgh-fived each other. I t  felt 
good.' Brodonirc said. 

Both dawnplayed their heroics. 
'As a firefighter, lk dedicated 

my lire to helping pmpic. So the 
only acknowledgment I need is 
the self-gratifiacjon of knowing I 
did my fob.' %rc&mire Ah 

Foggiest 
season's 
.upon Us 

.~ 

FfUllBcenaQrepaTz 

the dismal fog forrcast 
No erd in sight. That's 

Fog limiting v i s i b i i ~  to 
the end of yw nose. be- 

tinuing though mid-after- 
n o o q  is upecred through 
theendofLbeweek 
-And if it doesn't rain. it 

could go on even longer. 
szid Ri& Honron. fore 
caster for the warher x r -  
vice's Sacruwnto o h  
Fog is formed WtKn Lhrrt 

p h e n o w o a  work in con- 
cert 

Moistlm in tbe air. 
Cold temptrafurrr 
Little or no a d  

The more moimuF the 
colder the air above and the 
absence of wind makt the 
wtather the way t is right 

Chin up, Honton said. Al- 
t e rnoon tempera tures  
should be getting warmer 
and chest CDUldbea breeze 
in the fururc - md those 
cwld  man less fog. 

The f o r e a s t  ulls fur 
high t e m p c r a w  near 50 
rhe mxtfovdays eth bws 
nearfreering.. 

Audnoninkcxpcted 
for at tern the n e a  week 

While the fog lingers. 
schoob RUI% their bus and 

*-day b a k  When WCEth- 
er m n d h n s  cause a delay 
in school bus schedules. 
masy &cn gel the word 
out via l a d  radio starions 
Parents who have ctuldrcn 
who i r e  bused I0 school 
M tune in to ndio repom 
o r  call the transportation 
departmen- of panicular 
scboo; disnicls. 

@xChg at SUllSet M d  con- 

now. 

daSS Xh&JkS On D day- 
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If you must drive 
in t h e  fog..; 

Add 15 rrinutes to ... 

.. ' 2  dear. 

any reason 

d m  as lar onto - lheshoutjefas 
possible. 

rr you mrnt Slop. 
.. - 

.:a upstan. 
:: geluut ard -_  -. walk a safe 

distance from 
z-.. the car- 



Fog causes rash of accidents 
7 crashes I 
keep emergency 

' workers busy 

~~~ // School bus drivers have option for foggy days 
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[IHSIDE: Freeze in South to push prQduc 
7 

.-ices up-83 More lheff likely as A use increaseLe-3 

... 

I 

: Continued Imm 8.1 
. a t  Tom Paine Slough and down an 
. embankment. 

.* RoeszIer was reported in se- 
rious condition Wednesday af- 

, Fernoon in San Joaquln General 
-Hospital. where he was taken for 
.-treatment 01 internal injuries. 

ice apparently was not a factor 
in that accident. alrhough it was 
foggy at the  location. Miiligan 
said. 

T h e  o l h e r  e ight  p e o p l e  i n -  
volved in accidents were not se- 
riously hurt. Milligan saald. 

In all. 22 can and rdo big rigs 
were involved in 15 different acci- 
dents handled by the CHP in the 
Tracy area. 



. .  
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B. 
I Median credited with saving lives'.. 

8-2 . 
6-4 ' 

. Section 0-5 . .  
. .  ~- 

. .  BY DIANE FLORES But the scene could have been f a r  The muble'stocted about 2 4 0  a.m. brrkr :  ' 
ai.nlanvdes 

MANIX- - Th; median b-er on 
the Highway 120 b y p s  may have kepr a 
serious accident Wednesday morning 
T m  becoming a deadly one. mulhorities 
uid 

A rmdc driver vru seriously injured in 
the 820 a.m. incident that was c a d  by 

combination or r o c  s p e d  m d  a rew 
dwMed tnctor-hailers. .ccwding 10 the 
CaIirorni. Highway Purd. The e n t  

when the tmck d r i m  mMd 
to avord slamming into k k e d - u p  WIC 

worse if the banier hadn't been there to 
stop the outol-cuntrd big-rig hom land- 
ing in the pth of ustbund trslfjc =id 
CHP Officer Roger Towniin 
'The bypass had considerable com- 

mute tnrric. The barrier may have ~ v e d  
some l i v a  there:TownHn said. me cnlirornh Dcptmncnt of TRm- 
p t i o n  Inrtalkd the barrier et a ad f 2  
millmn following a campayl by m gna- 
mots wmmlnee of I d  d t i u m  and of& 
ciais who demanded safety i m p m n -  
men& on thc BY1-miie. twdane Slmch 

when a tnctor-ttnkr broke down in the 
westbound Iw of the fogamrrd. by- 
pass wesf of Airport Way. Ten minutes 
later. anofher big rig jackknifed behind 
lhe d~.Med.tuc& causing mmc to slow 
to a UrwL 
Lm, visibility on the bypass due to fcg 

dm was a problem u a m  continued m 
approach the scene at high rates Of 
speed. Tomlin raid Then. aboul 830 
a.m.. a tndor-miler  tnveling aboul 60 
mph. to the left to a d  hirtlng 
the backed-up treCtic 

on the westbound-tan or the by+. the 
CHP said. 

linking Interstate 5 end Highmy 99. It 
was com>leted in October. 

'He vu coming up mo I .n  In the tog.. 
Towdin wid. 'He loacontml and hit the 

The truck knocked out a portion ol'the 
conarCc barrier before mlhg over on ib 
ride. The driver, Bruce Madoski. 33, of 
Ripon. suffered ~ r i a u  injuries and 
taken to Docton Hospital of b4a-c: 
hospital rpokcmun listed him in ndc ; . 
condition Wednesday ahcmooi , .. . . 

nying deb& rrom the damaged barrier 
st- som epctbound vehicltr. but no 
one vu injured. Tomlin said. Tho over . 
turned truck f o m d  wthoritin 10 h e  
the w a i h n d  lane of the fcr -30 

See Page 0 2 .  MEDIAN 

MEDIAN: Barrier 
prevents collision 
CONnNUEO from Bt 
minutes Tnfxic was demuied at Afrport 
Way. 

f i e  bypass opened In 19%a Since fhen. 
there have bcen 22 fialidlr on (be me, 
most d those due to hud-on coEiswnr 
Them have been ry) h h l i t i e  since the' 
median barrier w installed. the CHP 
said MW wedmdty's epirode. CHP or- 
ficials buded (be mmmunifys sxcesfd 
effom to improve the bypra 

Tuesday night. three people wen i n  
Jumt. one wriously. during a single-veh- 
ide r o l k -  a1 the intersedon of Sourh 
Main Street md the byprn According to 
the u?P, S m n  Schneider. 42. d la- 
Ihrop. -w driving a 1974 Chevrulct pi&. 
up with two pwengcn on JaZhbound 
Main Street &out 10 p.m when k tried 
lo turn onto the westbound bypssr on- 
ramp. - 

S&neider. who the CHP said wu d r b  
Ing X a high ralc of speed. lost COotmL 
went off the south side of the on-nmp 
and d i e d  over several tirna 
grass mcdiin me huck Landed on 
rod. Both passengen wcm e:eaed lr. 
t\c vehicle. Schneirhi ard danucJ Mb- 
u. 33. of lathrop. were takm to sul 
Joaquin County General Hospital. The 
vehicle's third occupant, an unidenti?kd 
woman, was treated at the scene md 
IClersed. 

Hospital off~ciah Iisted Miller in a'ilkd 
condition late Wednesday. Schnclder, 
who was trented for moderate inJurk,  
has been unned  on suspicion of drunk- 
en driving and wns expected to be 
charged w t h  felony drunken dnviy. the 
CHP raid. 
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he instant horror of an accident in 
the fog was conveyed in Bee report- 
er Stuart Gordon's account of a fatal 

pile-up on the Manteca bypass, quoting a 
truck driver, James Armstrong Jr. of La- 
throp: 

"I looked up in my rear-view minor and 
all of a sudden I saw a bunch of cars 
coming out of the fog. They just slammed 
on their brakes and started running into 
each other and the cars in front of them," 
he said. 

"There were cars betiveen me and them. 
I heard this pretty big.explosion and saw 2 
big ball of fire through the fog about 100 
yards back." 

The story went on to relate how h d e r -  
son and Arnie Brockmeyer, a driver from 
Sonora, and others brzvely went to work, 
trying to rescue people "when all hell 
broke loose at 8 a.m ...." 

The very next day, more terror. in the 
fog occurred near Stockton when a south- 
bound Amtrak train collided with a big 
truck hauling syrup from the Hershey 
plant at Oakdale. Three were killed - the 
engineer and the firernan on the train, and 
the driver of the truck. At lezst 24 passen- 
gers were hurt  seriously and another 31 
were hurt  badly enough to require medi- 
cal checks. 

Fog must have been a factor. Apparently 
the driver did not see the train at ail. 

The fog is deceptive. When you set out 
from home it may not seem too thick, you 
think. A few blocks later, it's so dense you 
can hardly see. Lights loom up on you. 
The windshield clouds and ices. 

For thousands of drivers, on a freeway 
or fast road, too many drivers are going 
too fast, taking chances. 

Collisions are inevitable. It's a wonder 
more people aren't killed or injured. 

What's a driver to do? 
A l l  the defensive driving skills in the 

world may not save you if someone hits 
you. Slow driving can make you feel ex- 
posed to the impulses of impatient drivers 
to get around you. 

It makes you appreciate mass transit. 
In spite of the Amtrak wreck, you know 

a train is much safer than driving. Even a 
bus would be safer. If more people car- 
pooled, there would be fewer cars. 

SOME OF THESE MORNINGS of worst 
fog, it may be prudent to just say no, to 
cancel the trip. 

Schools cancel bus trips. Airports shut 
down. 

It's hard advice to someone getting 

i 

ready to go to work, maybe not even prac- 
tical. 

But the  image of "all he11 breaking 
loose" ir, thick fog could be enough to 
keep some drivers safe at home. 

- 
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Rallying for signs to reduce speed 
Editor. Bulletin 

Monday morning was the second time in W O  years 
h a t  I have been in the middle of a muIti-vehicle accident 
in the fog in which a Manteca resident was killed a 
hundred yards behind me. There is no excuse for z h w -  
ing this carnage to continue. 

Monday morning 1 was in commute traffic moving 
into the merge point from Highway 120 3t the “Mayhem 
Mile“ of 1-5 doing a reasonable speed for the fog condi- 
tions (30 mph) when the group of vehjclcs I was leading 
came to a safe stop at the traffic jam on 1-5. Barely. I kept 
my eye on my rear view mirror just in case and was horri- 
fied to hear a collision and see a car cIimb over another 
car two can behind me, and watch the gas tank on the 
front vchicle explode. A gas tank explosion is not like 
what you see on TV. It’s an evil looking vertical snaking 
orange and black twisting flash with a life of its own. 
Bmuse of the accidenrs ahead emergency vehicles were 

. already on the scene. Even so, I pulled off on the shoul- 
der it ways followed by the lady immediately behind me 
since the roadway was so dangerous, and then we got out 
to help. 

Four lanes to our left, traffic began to slam into the 
stopped vehicIes on 1-5: a U-Haul truck pulling a trailer, 
a big rig, lots of other cars, small cars ricocheting 
bcwcen the bigger ones as the drivers atrempted to 
thrcad the -IOU bcrween h e  obsmctions while they were 
skidding. There were 10 or I I of those squealing brakes 
impncls in the few minutcs we watched helplessly. 
SscrcceetEEEEEBANG! The fog w s  so wet the road 
was slick, and there was no way ta stop in time i f  the 
sped cxceedcd 30 mph. I didn’t sce the fatal collision 
and I don’t know which of the many crashes it was, but i t  

I was i n  thc middle of a similar situarion on 120 on 
Dcc. 14 last year, again at a m i n i m u m  safe speed of 30 
mph and barciy had rime to s w e m  around the flatbed 
uuck containing the man who was Icilled there momcnls 
later by u van .a ha!f dozen vchicles behind me. The fast 
1mc stopped a dozen vehicles funher, botl lanes blocked 
by a muItiple-vehicle accident that had spun across thc 
ccnrcr line a hundrcd yards bcyond tbnt. 

w3s vcry close. 

This carnage is yreventablc. 
Wc all know pcople shouldn’t drive ICO fast for such 

conditions. I f  you cannot stop wilhin ~ h c  disunce you 
can see. you are in troubic. If  you arc rclyirig on thc n i l -  
lighrs of die guy ahead of you Iikc so many pcoplc did on 
1-5 Monday morning, when hc  runs sm3ck into the 
obstruction in front of him you arc NOT going lo bc 3blc 
to stop in time. And rieithcr is thc guy behind you who 

was doing just what you were doing. I was rather sur- 
prised to read CHP Officer Ken Milfigan’s comment in 
Tuesday’s Bulletin that “visibility was about 100 feet, 
which means that a vehicle moving faster than 30 mph 
would not be able to stop in time.” I guess that means 
I’ve finally learned. I’ve heard the instructions to slow 
down. I’ve heard them for years, Yet it has taken 25 years 
of driving and some very frightening first-hd lessons 
(and some recent nightmares) to-Iearn what that maxi- 
mum safe speed is. It is.unreaonabIe to expect drivers 
who have not experienced this sort of tragedy to auto- 
matically grasp the dry !esson in a classmom or the Vehi- 
cle Code Summary. To get them to slow down, the stare 
should tell them what speed to drive, out there, on the 
road, where it counts. 

Caltrans has the technology available to it now 
reduce this carnage. They are already using io message 
boards on the Bay Bridge and adjacezt to hs Angela 
freeways, message boards and changeable -cpeed limit 
signs on Intersbte 80 over Donner Summit, and sc, on. Is 
there any reason Caltrans thinks fog is less dmgemus 
than snow? For less than the state is going to spend OkI 
fixing the Nimitz Freeway, Caltrans could phce Ixaily 
programmabIe high-intensity. variable speed limit signs 
adjacent to-the freeways throughout the San Joauqin 
VaiIey, and give CHP local option to reduce the posted 
speed as local conditions dictate. And at occasional loca- 
tions they cmId add larger messagc bcmds p m p m m -  
able 1.0 display such messages as: “Danger! 30 mph 
Speed Limit” or “Accident Ahad ,  30 mph f i x ”  or “1-5 
Closed, Accident, 30 mph Max,” and so on. The technol- 
ogy exists now to centraliy coordinate such message 
boards. and everrtually to adjust the posted speed auto- 
matically based on electronically measured speeds, con- 
gestion, and especially visiblity. 

And thc Legislature could back this up with lcgisla- 
tion maicing it 3 felony to mn into m y W y  in the fog 
when exceeding one of lhcse reduced s p e d  limits. After 
all, driving blind is no less hazardous rhan driving drunk. 

I f s ~ ~ c h  3 system were swcd now, cvcn a simple sys- 
tcm, we could reducc this c m g e  within 3 few ywrs. 
Docsn’t fog kill mom freeway u.ws cvcry ym- in thc 
Valley than the earthquake killed in Oa!!znd? Isn’t is 
time to do something about it? 

Calmns and thc 120 Connector Improvcments Stccr- 
jng Comniittcc did a wondcrfiil job on the I20 b i e r .  IS 
thcre n N a y  the committtc could gcl togcthcr and get 
behind solving this deadly fog problem? Can wc get 
togethcr on this, all of us? 
hlichnel 3. Dnrkley 

. 

&h,*b,’~- @, ~ ?, 3 
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way acci ent deaths 

'%HE COMMUNITIES of 
Selma, Kingsburg and Fowler 
shouId be in a period of mourning 
over the deaths of five traffic vic- 
tims on Freeway 99 last Tuesday. 

The chain of accidents in the south 
county involving more than 50 cars was 
not the fau!t of citizens of these commu- 
nities, bEt the deaths were unnecessary 
and they all could have been prevented 
-. if only drivers would slow down in 
the thick fog. 

Many of the officials and others who 
were inves!igating the accident and as- 
sisting the injured. expressed, sadly. the 
same observarion: they were driving too. 
fast! Several of the officers said the same 
thing: drivers were passing the scene of 
the accidents driving at least 60 miles a n  
hour, in spite of lighted flares in the 
hands of officers, tow trucks. ambu- 
!an=. and other emergency vehicles. 

What causes individuals to do that  
when they cannot see more than ICO 
fecr because of the fog and when  they 
could not stop in that distance becausc 
of the wct pave men^? 

The lives of' five people were snuffed 
out in Gnc  chain-related accident las! 
Tuesdi>y morning. One man was burned 

alive when his pickup truck was crushed 
so badly he couldn't get out. The gas 
tanks on the vehicles ruptured, creating 
the rapidly spreading blaze. Four per- 
sons in one family perished, and the 
wreckage was piled so thick fire trucks 
could not get through to extinguish the 
blaze. Ambulances were delayed, so 
thick was the camage and wreckage. 
And i t  all was so unnecessary if drivers 
would slow down when driving in the 

The California Highway Patrol has 
preachcd the message of slowing down 
countless times. Fog in the valley is not 
new. I t  has always been here and i t  has 
always been dangerous. What is new is 
the prevalence of tragic highway acci- 
dents such as we have had on the free- 
way this winter. The only thing that has 
changed is that traffic is much heavier 
and the freeways are conducive to fast . 
driving. That is whzt we must change if 
w e  3re to srop the highway carnage. 
Drivers musr be convinced that their 
lives depend on sensible driving. Just 'be- 
cause 2 highway is three lanes wide in 
cach direction doesn't rnesn that i t  is 
safe to drive so Inst tha t  the ca r  cannot 
bc stopped quickly. Until drivers all real- 
izc that, no number of highway p2trol- 
lTleJ1 c3n make the highways safe. 

A n d  you may be the next victim. 

fog. 
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Time is do something-about fog driving 
Ediior. Bulletin 
OR Dec. 26,1989 you published a letter from me c d -  

ing For ~ u b l i c  cooperarion in reducing &e hazard of d i v -  
ing in fog on freeways is this vicinirj. The response has 
not eyacdy been ove,wheLming. Even so, 1 have submit- 
ted the FoIIowing suggestions to Assembtynan 
Johnston: L 

The Califcmia Basic Speed Law is not workjng dur- 
ing these fog cobditions. When you slow beIow 40 mph 
you are as vulaenbie to collision from the re;ir as you are 
to running into sropped &ic in front It is not safe to 
violate that law AND i r  is ROC safe to comply wiL! ir. Tie 
state nertds to teU drivers what speed to drive out Uxre 011 
h e  road where it counts. Anyone believing the Basic 
Speed Law is working has not been through one o l  rhesc 
incidents. Ninety percent of the drivers I see in S U C ~ ~  fog 
conditions are pasing me, and I am usually drivitig Loo 
fasr 

I propose a h e - p h a s e d  sign system Lhe help reduce 
hese speeds: 

. .  . -1. As with the "Daylight Test Section" signs, unlit 
signssmting "FogTest Section--IvIaxiumSafeSpced is 
Farthest Visible Sign," Followedbya series ofspeeri lini- 
i t  signs (20, 3q. 40, 50) placed Seyond the fust sign at 
intervals corresponding to stopping distances. Althocsh 
less effective than the other phases, Lhis is cheap. and 
could bc done quickly on freeways now, and othcr routes 
later. If h a t  isn't cheap enough, the first sign codd be 
madc rhc same size as the other four, and simply say 
"Fog Tcst," and then cnlist the media to spread the word. 
In fact, i t  probably wouldn't be necessary to make more 
t53n oric set in five with the larger sign 3s long ;is oncc. in 
awhile lhc larger sign a p p r e d  in a sequence so nwtor- 
ists would understand whzt thc smaller signs tiIc3nt. 

2. High-intensity lil remotely-progammablc v;lri:ibIe 
speed limit  signs on which the posxd limi: co~, lJ  be 
reduced at  the option of Ole lccal ClP wid1 an i r l lmcd 
device likc you USC to change your TV clinruicls, and 
later on a command from a CI-LP central dispxch ccntcr. 
The Lcgisiature should supplerncnr this by rnskins i t  n 
felony to run into anybcdy zt speeds exceeding such 
posred reduced-speeds. Af"er all, it's dm.gc:ous as 
driving c b m k ,  or fir ins poini black into 3 crowd \S~L!I 

your eyes closed. A I I o ~ ~ i n g  CHP and Caltrans 10 usc 
radar, orie of L ~ C  rnost effective speed nicniror-ifi? 
dcviccs in thc fog, would also help savc livcs. 

?. L:trge K I C S S ~ ~ C ,  bozids like rhc cries Caitnns h z j  
irisalled in LAX t~.rigclcs lo wnm or tmffic prob!:ms 
ahcnd, again csn!r311:; pri;~:rnrnriinblc, iv i tb  ri:esr;izcs 
like "1-5 closed 2! hlossdnle slow io 20 mph" or zcrnz 
such. 17ic spc:diii5 nctwork of pnvcrncnt sc!!snr i: 
skould Dt: tied in, :1i;d 3 5yS:ciii i~ C!C!CC! vi:iSili!y Frrb- 
leitls ( I X C ~ S  X L ~  riflrc:ors?) ~ I i o ~ l d  bc d c s i ~ i ~ ~ d  2n:: 

installed ' 

which Ca lms  is already using elsewhere. 
All of this involved off-the-sheif technology, most of 

Since then @ec. 1989) I have heard some other i d e s :  
1. Require big r;'gs (hat  is, tractors, trailers, and con- 

iiiiner chassis) be equipped with ABS brakes to prevent 
jack-knifmg. A trdcker mend pointed out that a retrofit 
would be COO espensive, bu:suggested that it be imposed 
for all new equipment bug: or sold after some selected 
date - he would welcome that change. In 10 years, the 
jack-knifed truck problem could disappear. 

2. In Europe, fog lights include 3 high-intensity r d  
light rnouned int he rear. One. high-miieage d e s m a n  I 
s p k e  with begged his Mercedes dealer to instal! one on 
his c z  after he was in che middle of one OF these fog- 
related smpes on Highway 4 east of. Stockton while 
waiting for a min to paxi. He was told sute law prohibirs 
such a safely feature. 

3. On certain turnpikes back east, overhad signs are 
scsnor- or radarconrrolled so that when you exceed the 
s p A  iiniit they light up with your speed and tell you to 
slow down t 0 . h  psted speed. Tied in with~locally set 
!imi:s suggested ill Phase I1 above, t h ~ ~  could be very 
e ffcc tive. 

4 .  On certain highways in Michigatn where a fog 
hazard has been identified, and on certain similar hec- 
way exit n m p s  south of Ponland, Ore., hm-emining 
lights have been Sct in:o rhc pavenent, which nise i . 1 ~  

tcinpcrakrc of thc 3kabove the roadway crating a"an- 
nsl of visibility" for die trdfic. This seems rather expen- 
sive fcr most long s rx tc lm,  but might help for LFe 1-5 
MassdSe Eridgc. 

5 .  One person I spoke with mentioned rha! lately it  
swns to her hat  a f m  Calrrans repaves. when they 
restripe the pavement they x e  not restoring the 
3-2- I-bra?-exit system of notifying rnocorisci that h c y  
arc npprmching 3 frceway exit: fi-rst three p1aS;ic rcCec- 
[on ,  dien 2, llieri 1, rhcn a brmk in tbe fog !he, then an 
cxit. If Ca l~ans  Irs,givcn up this imporunc warning  sys- 
tem, Cdmns shculd k encouraged w resumc i t  

As with h e  signs altcr P h s e  1. most of thcse conccpts 
~ , o u ~ d  rcauire iegisIativt: in:ervention. So far ~ ~ s c m b ! y -  
n i m  Johmton h a  not ~iknowledged b a r  Lhcm is r a y  
nccd to i q m v c  safety on Lhr, f r c e w ~ y s  around hcrc c!z- 
in: tlx fog. I f  you feel difft.:ently, ycu might t a r  i l : i~  it!- 
[er cut of the p a p  and write "ME TOO!" across L'IC bor- 
:cr;i\ c r  9xritc your own lcttcr, x t i  send ii to r?issc:i1biY- 
m:ui P~it-ick Johr;s:cn, ?! E. Channel Strcet Rn. :%, 
S:r?clirun Cn. 95202. Pcrhqx tic is just\vai:ing to fiad oc: 
wticher c'c riot ycu c x c .  h,lnybc togc&ci we C X I  -per- 
:i~ildc him that his c::blic d c t y  g3p drsencs his 
2 I i C!ii iOll . 

r A 1 i i h : l C l  J.  I ~ ; i r k ! i ~ y  (;,,[I ,, , ' .  ,;, '; , - 6 , . ~ ,  - I  ~ 





L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  E d i t o r  

3 .  0. Box 30 
T u l a r e ,  CA 93275-0030 

, ' T u l a r e  Advance-Regis teT"lS 
May 26,  1 9 9 0  -. 

Dear M r .  E l l i s :  

The t r ag ic  p i l e u p  i n  t h e  d u s t  sto'rm Wednesday d i d n ' t  h a v e  t o  happen  
for  a t  l e a s t  t w o  reasoris. We've h e a r d  a l o t  a b o u t  t h e  w e l l - p u b l i c i z e d  
r e a s o n ,  people need t o  slow down. But  t h e  o t h e r  r e a s o n  is t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  
h a s  t h e  technology NOW t o  warn motor i s t s  t h a t  s u c h  specif ic  c o n d j - t i o n s  are  
immediately a h e a d  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  i s n ' t  u s i n g  t h i s  t e c h n o l o g y  t o  s a v e  l ives  i n  
t h e  C e n t r a l  V a l l e y  l i k e  i t  should be. 

W e  a r e  a sinall g r o u p  of p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  v a r i o u s  C e n t r a l  V a l l e y  Fog 
B e l t  c i t i e s  w h o  are  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d s  i m p r o v i n g  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  s y s t e m s  or: t h e  
freeways t o  c u t  down o n  t h i s  c a r n a g e  i n  t h e  fog (or i n  b l o w i n g  dust). Our 
o r g a n i z i n g  e f f o r t s  s ta r ted  w i t h  a l e t t e r  you p u b l i s h e d  i n  e a r l y  F e b r u a r y  
l i s t i n g  specific s i g n  s y s t e m s  similar t o  t h o s e  t h e  S ta te  a l r e a d y  h a s  
e l s e w h e r e .  The goal  of s u c h  systems i s  to :  1) a d v i s e  t h e  motor i s t  of t h e  
maximum safe  speed f o r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  o u t  t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  fog (or  d u s t ) ,  w h e r e  i t  
c o u n t s ,  2 )  warn of o b s t r u c t i o n s  a h e a d  a n d  w a r n  when speeds e x c e e d  t h e  s a f e  
speed, a n d  3 )  enforce c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  s u c h  w a r n i n g s .  

We h a v e  n o t  go t t en  v e r y  f a r  w i t h  t h e  S ta te  s i n c e  t h e y  s a y  t h e y  d o  n o t  
h a v e  t h e  money t o  i n s t a l l  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  V a l l e y  t o  s a v e  l i v e s  t h e  t y p e s  of 
systems t h e y  are i n s t a l l i n g  i n  t h e  Bay Area a n d  L o s  A n g e l e s  t o  r e d u c e  
c o n g e s t i o n .  C o n v e n i e n c e  o n  t h e  C o a s t  i s  more i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  l i v e s  i n  t h e  
V a l l e y .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a f t e r  t h e  G r e e n  B a y ,  W i s c o n s i n ,  p i l e u p  o n  March 
1 2 ,  a n  idea  emerged w h i c h  c o u l d  d e l i v e r  t h e  m e s s a g e  to motor i s t s  q u i c k e r  
t h a n  t h e  s i g n  systems. W h i l e  c o s t i n g  t h e  S ta te  n o t h i n g ,  it c o u l d  g e n e r a t e  
S t a t e  Sales Tax r e v e n u e  a n d  h e l p  c u t  down t h e  s l a u g h t e r  u n t i l  t h e  S t a t e  g e t s  
moving w i t h  t h e  rest of t h e  p r o g r a m .  

Once t h e  f i r s t  c o l l i s i o n  o c c u r s  i n  i m p a i r e d  v i s i b i l i t y ,  t h e  f a s t e s t  
way t o  w a r n  t h e  n e x t  v i c t i m  so t h a t  t h e y  w o n ' t  add t o  t h e  p i l e u p  may b e  
C i t i z e n s '  Band Radio. As t h e  e n c l o s e d  l e t t e r  shows, we 've  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  of R a d i o  S h a c k  t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m n u n i c a t i o n s  Commission 
t o  d e s i g n a t e  a CB c h a n n e l  as a " t r a f f i c  a d v i s o r y "  c h a n n e l  l i k e  t h e  c u r r e n t  
emergency  C h a n n e l  9 ,  b u t  less  r e s t r i c t i v e .  W i t h  t h e  d o z e n s  of e y e s  and ears  
a l l  a r o u n d  you o n  t h e  h ighway  a t  any g i v e n  moment, w i t h  t h i s  s o r t  of C h a n n e l  
d r i v i n g  i n  fog or b l o w i n g  d u s t  would n o  longer  mean b e i n g  c u t  off f r o m  
k n o w l e d g e  a b o u t  h a z a r d s  a h e a d .  Not e v e r y o n e  wou ld  n e e d  a r a d i o  - j u s t  w a t c h  
t h e  t r u c k e r s .  B u t  e v e n t u a l l y  a n y o n e  d o i n g  a l o t  of d r i v i n g  w i l l  w a n t  o n e .  

A f t e r  W e d n e s d a y ' s  acc ident  w e  phoned  Radio S h a c k ' s  Texas  o f f i c e s  t o  
f i n d  o u t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n .  They are  v e r y  s u p p o r t i v e  b u t  s t a t e  t h a t  s ince l92C 
t h e  FCC x o n ' t  l i s t e n  t o  m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  and i n s t e a d  s u g g e s t e d  we a p p r o a c h  
REACT I n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o r  h e l p .  W e  w i l l  b e  d o i n g  t h i s ,  b u t  e i t h e r  way, w e  
will move a h e a d  with a p e t i t i o n  t o  t h e  FCC. We i n v i t e  y o u r  r e a d e r s  to j o i n  
u s  (Mike B a r k l e y ,  1 6 1  N .  S h e r i d a n  Ave. #1, M a n t e c a ,  CA 95336 ,  2 0 9 / 9 2 3 - 4 8 1 7  
or Bryan W h i t w o r t h  i n  T u l a r e ,  688-9369)  i n  t h i s  effort a n d  i n  l o b b y i n g  t h e  
S ta te  f o r  t h e s e  t r a f f i c  s y s t e m s .  T h i s  is an e l e c t i o n  y e a r ,  a n d  that's i! 
good. time t o  r e m i n d  S a c r a m e n t o  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a l o t  of v o t e s  i n  
t h e  C e n t r a l  V a l l e y .  And x h i l e  y o u ' r e  a t  i t ,  s e n d  y o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s  a c o p y  of 
t h i s  l e t t e r  w i t h  " M E  TOO!" w r i t t e n  ac ross  i t .  Thank you.  

Bryarr Whitworth 
5 1 6  So. Spruce  
T u l a r e ,  CA 9 3 2 7 4  

M i c h a e l  J. B a r k l e y  
1 6 1  N .  S h e r i d a n  Ave. 
Mdnteca ,  CA 95336 
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rl Micha - J. B a r k l e y  

1 6 1  tG S h e r i d a n  Ave. if1 
M a n t e c a ,  CA 95336 
209/823-4817 

December 1 8 ,  1 9 8 9  
Assemblyman P a t r i c k  J o h n s t o n  
3 1  East C h a n n e l ,  Rm. 306 
S t o c k t o n ,  CA 95202 

Dear Assemblyman J o h n s t o n :  

T h i s  m o r n i n g  I w a s  i n  commute t r a f f i c  moving o n t o  1-5 frcm H w y .  1 2 0  
d o i n g  a r e a s o n a b l e  s p e e d  fo r  t h e  fog c o n d i t i o n s  ( 3 0  mph) when t h e  g r o u p  of 
v e h i c l e s  I w a s  i n  came t o  a safe s t o p  a t  t h e  t i a f f i c  jam on 1-5. B a r e l y .  I 
k e p t  my eye  on my rear v i e w  mirror j u s t  i n  case a n d  w a s  h o r r i f i e d  t o  h e a r  a 
c o l l i s i o n  and  see a car c l imb over a n o t h e r  car t w o  cars b e h i n d  m e ,  a n d  w a t c h  
t h e  gas t a n k  on t h e  f r o n t  v e h i c l e  e x p l o d e .  B e c a u s e  of t h e  a c c i d e n t s  a h e a d  
e m e r g e n c y  v e h i c l e s  w e r e  already on t h e  s c e n e .  Even so, I p u l l e d  off  o n  t h e  
s h o u l d e r  a ways fol lowed b y  t h e  l ady  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e h i n d  m e  s i n c e  t h e  r o a d w a y  
w a s  so d a n g e r o u s ,  a n d  t h e n  we  g o t  o u t  t o  h e l p .  

F o u r  l a n e s  t o  o u r  l e f t ,  t r a f f i c  c o n t i n u e d  t o  slam i n t o  t h e  stopped 
v e h i c l e s  on 1-5: a U-Haul t r u c k  p u l l i n g  a t r a i l e r ,  a b i g  r i g ,  l o t s  of o t h e r  
cars,  small cars r i c o c h e t i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  b igger  o n e s  as  t h e  d r ive r s  
attempted t o  t h r e a d  t h e  s l o t s  b e t w e e n  t h e  o b s t r u c t i o n s  w h i l e  t h e y  were 
s k i d d i n g ,  T h e r e  w e r e  10 or  11 o f  t h o s e  impacts i n  t h e  few m i n u t e s  w e  
w a t c h e d  h e l p l e s s l y .  The fog w a s  so dense t h e  road was s l i c k ,  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  
n o  way t o  s top i n  t i m e  if t h e  speed exceeded 30 mph. I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  i n  
o n e  of t h e  c r a s h e s  u p  o n  t h e  b r i d g e  there w a s  a f a t a l i t y ,  b u r n e d  beyond 
r e c o g n i t i o n .  I w a s  i n  t h e  middle of a similar s i t u a t i o n  o n  1 2 0  on December 
1 4  l a s t  year,  and d r o v e  a r o u n d  t h e  f l a t  bed  t r u c k  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  man who w a s  
k i l l e d  t h e r e  moments l a t e r .  

T h i s  c a r n a g e  i s  p r e v e n t a b l e .  

We all know p e o p l e  s h o u l d n ' t  d r i v e  too f a s t  f o r  s u c h  c o n d i t i o n s ,  Yet 
how do you g e t  t h e m  t o  s l o w  down i f  t h e y  know t h e  i d i o t  b e h i n d  them c o u l d  
smash i n t o  t hem a t  twice t h e i r  s p e e d .  The sa fe  d r i v e r s  need he lp .  T h e r e  is  
a n  easy a n s w e r .  

For less t h a n  t h e  s t a t e  is s p e n d i n g  t o  f i x  t h e  N i m i t z  F reeway ,  t h e  
s t a t e  c o u l d  place e l e c t r o n i c  message b o a r d s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e s e  f r e e w a y s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S a n  J o a q u i n  V a l l e y ,  a n d  g i v e  CHP local o p t i o n  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  
p o s t e d  speed as  local  c o n d i t i o n s  d i c t s t e :  "DANGER!! 30 IQH SPEED LIMIT" o r  
"ACCIDENT AHEAD, 30 MPH MAX" or "1-5 CLOSED, ACCIDENT, 30 MPH MAX", and so 
o n .  The technology e x i s t s  now t o  c e n t r a l l y  coordinate such message b o a r d s ,  
and e v e n t u a l l y  t o  ad j u s t  t h e  p o s t e d  s p e e d  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  based on 
e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  m e a s u r e d  s p e e d s ,  c o n g e s t i o n ,  and  v i s i b i l i t y ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  i f  
s u c h  a s y s t e m  were s t a r t e d  now, t h i s  c a r n a g e  could be r e d u c e d  w i t h i n  a f e w  
y e a r s .  I s u s p e c t  f o g  k i l l s  more f r e e w a y  users e v e r y  year  t h a n  t h e  
e a r t h q u a k e  killed, I s n ' t  i t  t i m e  t o  do s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  i t ?  

P l e a s e  see w h a t  you  c a n  do. Thank  y o u .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

M i c h a e i  J. B a r k l e y  
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M i c h a e l  J. B a r k l e y  
161 N. She r ida r i  A v e .  #l 
Manteca ,  CA 95336 

209/823-4817 

J a n u a r y  8 ,  1990 

Assemblyman P a t r i c k  Johnston 
31 East Channe l ,  Rm. 306 
S t o c k t o n ,  C-9 95202 

Dear Assemblyman J o h n s t o n :  

Thank you for y o u r  l e t t e r  of J a n u a r y  4 ,  1990.  

E n c l o s e d  is a s o r t  of p h a s i n g  I had i n  mind for  fog s p e e d  warning  
s i g n s .  Whi le  P h a s e  I would be super c h e a p ,  it p r o b a b l y  would be f a r  less 
effective t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  p h a s e s ,  Would you  a sk  C a l T r a n s  i f  t h e y  c o u l d  
e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s ?  

Thank you. 

S i n c e r e l y ,  

M i c h a e l  J. B a r k l e y  
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fl STATECAFITOC 
P.O. Box 9428a 
SACWENTO. CA 8(249oco1 
(916) wm1 

0 31 € W N N E L  STREET 
AM. 3C6 
STCCKTCN. rA %2Cl 
pos} 943-7479 

CHAIRMAN: 

FINANCE AN0 INSURANCE 
COMMll?EE 

COMMITTEES 

PATRICK JOHNSTON 
ASSEMBLYMAN, TWENTY-SIXTH DISTRICT 
REPRESENTING S A N  JOAQUIN COUNTY 

January 4, 1990 

Michael Barkley 
161 Sheridan Avenue %1 
Manteca, CA 95336 

Dear Mr. Barkley: 

Thank you for your December 18, 1989 letter regarding 
placing "electronic message boards" adjacent to seiected 
freeways to reduce accidents because of fog conditions. 

My Field Representative Carol Hemminger contacted Kate 
Riley, Consultant, Assembly Transportation Committee, on my 
behalf. According to Ms. Riley, there is no pending 
legislation that would provide for the installation of 
message boards such as you advocate. She added that 
"budgetary restraints" would be the main stumbling block 
to such a project. 

I recently wrote a letter to Robert K. Best, Director, 
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), regarding 
your suggestion to install electronic message boards along 
freeways in the fog-prone Central Valley. I enclosed a copy 
of your  letter and asked Mr. Best to respond directly to you, 
with a copy to me. 

I appreciate your taking the time to write to me. If I 
can be of assistance in the future, please feel free to call. 

PJ: Ic 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
1120 N !3REET 
P.O. Box 942873 
SACRAMENTO, 0. 94273-01 

(916 1 445-8045 
(TDD) 4 4 5 - 5 9 4 5  

January 31, 1990 

Mr. Michael Barkley 
161 N. Sheridan Avenue, $1 
Hanteca, CA 95336 

Dear Mr. B a r k l e y :  

Assemblyman Patrick Johnston has asked...the Department of 
Transportation to respond to your letter of December 18, 1989 
suggesting possible aids to motorists to reduce the risk of 
driving during dense fog. 

During the early 19'70'~~ District 10, Caltrans, headquartered in 
Stockton, conducted tests with fog detection equipment and 
electronic changeable message signs. Unfortunately, the 
equipment tested failed to perform satisfactorily. 

In addition to equipment failure, the study pointed out two major 
weaknesses to this concept and we believe they have not been 
resolved to d a t e .  

The first was t h e  inconsistent nature of fog; it was impossible 
to predict with any accuracy where the fog would be from day to 
day. One cou ld  be driving a l o n g  and suddenly find himself in a 
fog bank with absolutely no warning. 

The second drs---Sack was the reluctance of the average  motorist to 
slow down before they actually entered the fog. We discovered 
that if the message "FOG l / 4  MILE AHEAD" was to be provided, 
very few drivers would slow d o m .  

We appreciate your interest and thoughts on this subject. 
I f  you would  like to discuss this subject further, you may wish 
to contact M r .  Jack C. P e r r y ,  District ' I ' raff ic  Engineer in 
S t o c k t o n ,  at ( 2 0 9 )  9 4 8 - 7 8 7 8 .  

Sincerely, 

Ass i. s t ant D ire c to r 
Legislative A f f a i r s  

c c :  T h e  H o n o r a b l e  Patrick J o h n s t o n  
Member of the Assembly 
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Michz J. B a r k l e y  
161 N .  S h e r i d a n  Ave. $1 
H a n t e c a ,  CA 95336 

F e b r u a r y  5 ,  1 9 9 0  

M r ,  War ren  D .  W b e r  
A s s i s t a n t  Director 
L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  

Office of t h e  Director 

Sac r smien to ,  CA 9427'3-0001 

D e p a r t m n t  of T r a n s p o r t a ' '  ~ l G n  

P. 0.  OX 942873 

Dear Mr. Weber: 

Thank you f o r  your l e t t e r  of J e n u a r y  31, 1990 .  I wou12 liKe ta k n o w  
more i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  y o u r  District 10 fog s i g n  tests. I h a v e  2ouSts as t o  
i t  b e i n g  a v a l i d  e x c u s e  f o r  do ing  n o t h i n g  fo r  t w o  reasons: 

1) You t es ted  s y s t e m  2 0  y e a r s  ago: t e c h n o l o g y  h z s  advanced since 
t h e n ,  you are u s i n g  a l o t  of s u c h  new t e c h n o l c g y  on  t h e  Bay B r i d q e  or D o n n e r  
Pass,  a n d  o t S e r  s ta tes  are  u s i n g  it i n  fog s i t u a t i o n s  now. 

2 )  I f  y o u r  test was a s  you s a y ,  w i t h  a s i g n  t h a t  s a y s  "FOG 1/4 K i L E  
AHEAD", t h e n  someone  h a s  missed t h e  p o i n t .  I a l r e a d y  know the re  is  fog 1/4 
mile a h e a d .  The m e s s a g e  I want t o  sei! i s  "35 NPH FOG AHEAD" or "25  E.LPH FOG 
AHEAD", or "TXAFFIC STOPPED 1/4 MILE AHEAD",  S u r e ,  motorists are qoing t o  
ignore  a v a g u e  w a r n i n g  l i k e  t h e  one t e s t e d .  
p a t c h y .  B u t  wha t  w e ' v e  q o t  n o w  is C a l T r a n s  a n d  CHP aware of how bad i t  i s  
i n  t h e s e  p a t c h e s ,  w i t h o u t  w a r n i n g  t h e  rest of u s .  

And I r e a l i z e  t h a t  fog is 

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  i f  D i s t r i c t  10 can s t i l l  p u t  t h e i r  h a n d s  on the file, I 
h e r e b y  r e q u e s t  u n d e r  the C a l i f o r n i a  P u b l i c  Records A c t  a complete ccpy of 
t h a t  t e s t i n g  f i l e ,  for w h i c h  I h a v e  enclosecI arl a d v a n c e  of $ 1 0 0 . 0 0  pursuant 
to  C a l i f o r n i a  G o v e r n m e n t  Cocie S e c t i o n  6257. Please keep i n  mind t h e  10 c k y  
l i m i t  for a r e s p c n s e  i n  S e c t i o n  6 2 5 6 .  

T h a n k  y o u .  

. .. . 



T 
Micha,, J. B a r k l e y  
1 6 1  K. S h e r i d a n  Ave, $1 
Manteca, C9 95336 

209/823-4317 

F e b r u a r y  5 ,  1 9 9 0  

X r .  Warren D. Weber 
As s is t a n  t D i r ec tor  
L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
O f f i c e  of the Direc tor  

P .  0. Box 942873 
S a c r a m e n t o ,  CA 94273-0001 

Dear M r .  Weber: 

I r e c e i v e d  y o u r  rather i n c r e d i b l e  l e t t e r  i n f o r m i n g  m e  t h a t  there is 
n o t h i n g  C a l T r a n s  c a n  do t o  c x t  d o w n  on  t h e  c a r n a g e  i n  t h e  fog o n  t h e  
freeways.  

I s u p p o s e ?  I s h o u l d  h a v e  expected t h a t .  C a l T r a n s  is a l r e a d y  s t a n d i n c j  
by w h i l e  t h e  c o m b i n e d  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a n d  c o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t s  of San J o a q u i n  
a n d  S t a n i s l a u s  C o u n t i e s  are making p l a n s  t o  dump 9 0 , 0 0 0  more commuto 
v e h i c l e s  i n t c  e a c h  1-580 r u s h  h ~ u r  o v e r  the A l t a m o n t  - n o  m i t i g a t i o n s ,  n o  
nothing. Good j o b ,  g u y s !  

Now I'm s u p p o s e d  t o  s i t  b a c k  a n d  accept y o u r  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  you c a n  
do n o t h i n g  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  t e n d e n c y  o f  me and my 4 . 5  m i l l i o n  C e n t r a l  V a l l e y  
n e i g h b o r s  t o  t u r n  o u r s e l v e s  i n t o  b a r b e c u e d  h a m b u r g e r  in t h e  fog on the 
highways you d e s i g n  and operate? D o n ' t  you t h i n k  it's r a t h e r  s t range t S a t  
CHP doesn't a c c e p t  y o u r  f a t a l i s t i c  a t t i t u c k ?  When t h e r e  is a n  a c c i d e n t  i n  
t h e  fog t h e  inen a n d  women of CHP r i s k  t h e i r  l i v e s  o u t  t h e r e  t o  p u t  o u t  
flares g o i n g  b a c k  f q r  miles  some times.  And f l a r e s  d o n ' t  e v e n  tell us w h a t  
t h e  p r o b l e m  is u n l e s s  w e ' v e  b e e n  t h r o u g h  i t  a f e w  times. I f  CHP can come up 
w i t h  f l a r e s ,  d o n ' t  you  t h i n k  you c o u l d  come up w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  b e t t e r  t h a n  
"Que sera?" I w a n t  t w o  t h i n g s :  1) W a r n i n g  of w h a t  t h e  maximum s a f e  s p e e d  
is  f o r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a n d  2 1  Warn ing  t h a t  I a m  a b o u t  to  d i e  i n  a few secorrds, 
t h a n k  you v e r y  much. You do i t  for t h e  B a y  Bridge, you do it f o r  t h e  S i e r r a  
p a s s e s ,  you do it  f o r  head-on c o l l i s i o n s  w h e r e  you can see f o r  miles, now 30 
it  for u s .  

Or so h e l p  me God I will b u y  me a f l e e t  of hearses a n d  hol i?  a parade 
in Sacrarnentc every  time the re  i s  one of these pileups. 

' T e c h n o l o g y  i s  c h a n g i n g .  Other states are  d o i n g  w h a t  you say y o u  
c a n ' t .  E n c l o s e d  a r e  some more i d e a s .  Sure ly  you c a n  f i n d  a pony i n  there 
somewhere .  I would like t o  cooperate w i t h  y o u ,  and b u i l d  you as  nuch p u b l i c  
s u p p o r t  as you need to g e t  d e c e n t  controls b u d g e t e d ,  b u t  I a m  not aboet  t o  
go  t o  my d e a t h  out there w i t h o u t  h a v i n  t r i e d .  And I'm not going t o  s i t  
i d l y  b y  and w a t c h  my n e i g h b o r s  s l a y q h t e r e  + 

i >7 / 

C- 6 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
1120 N STRM 
P.O. mx 912873 
SACRhA€NTO.CA 9127Moo1 

(916 )  445-8045 

February 7 ,  1990 

Hr. Michael Barkley 
161 N. Sheridan Avenue, b l  
Pianteca, CA 95336 

Dear Mr. Barkley: 

I am returning your check for $100 .  I h a v e  asked Jack Perry i n  
Stockton t o  provide you w i t h  a c o p y  of t h e  s t u d y  conducted i n  
Dis tr ic t  10 during the 1970 's .  

Thank you. 

Sincerely, aw.L& 
WARREN D .  WEBER 
Assistant Director  
Legislative Affairs 

Enclosure 

cc: Jack Perry 



CHAIRMAN' 

F INANCE AND INSURANCE 
C O M M I l l E f  

COuUTTrEES: 

PATRICK JOHNSTON 
ASSEMBLYMAN, TJVENTY-SIXTH DISTRICT 

AEPRESENTlNG SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY 

February 8, 1990 

Michael Barkley 
161 Sheridan Avenue 51  
Mmnteca, CA 95336 

Dear Mr. Barkley: 

I received your "draft" letter to the editor, Manteca 
Bulletin, regarding installation of traffic control devices, 
including electronic message boards, along sections of 
Interstate 5 to reduce accidents during fog conditions. 

In your letter you say "So far, Assemblyman Johnston has 
not acknowledged that there Is any need to improve safety on 
the freeways around here durins the fog." 

From the day Caltrans finished construction o f  the 
Highway 120 Bypass io 1980, I was concerned about the safety 
of driving on that rcadway, particularly during foggy 
weather. I continually pressed Caltrans to construct a 
safety barrier on the 120 Bypass to prevent deaths and 
injuries from accidents caused by foggy conditions and/or the 
passing lane design of the road. It took several deaths and 
an outpouring of community support before serious attention 
was paid to constructing a concrete safety divider. Today, 
when you drive over the 120 Bypass you are protected by a 
$2.3 million safety barrier, built not solely because of my 
efforts, but also because o f  the organized and persistent 
support from the community of Manteca. 

Interstate 5 seriously. 
I indicated I wrote to Robert K .  Best, Director, Ca1trar.s 
regarding your suggestions. Subsequently, my s t a f f  forwarded 
the additional information you provided on this issue to 
Mr. Best. I received a letter from Mr. Best January 16, 1990 

I t a k e  your suggestions for  fog control measures on 
In my January 4 ,  1990 l e t t e r  to you 



saying he has asked Warren Weber, Assistant Director for 
Legislative Affairs, C a l t r a n s ,  to l o o k  i n t o  this matter and 
to respond directly to you.  
a copy of Yr. Bests' response be sent to me. 

As you know, I requested t h a t  

P 3  : lcc 



Micha-1  J. B a r k l e y  
1 6 1  h S h e r i d a n  Ave. t l  
Manteca, CA 95336 
209/823-4817 

F e b r u a r y  8 ,  1 9 9 0  
Assemblyman P a t r i c k  J o h n s t o n  
3 1  E a s t  C h a n n e l ,  Rm. 306 
S t o c k t c n ,  CA 3 5 2 0 2  

Dear Assemblyman J o h n s t o n :  

Thank you f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  F e b r u a r y  8 .  Wow, t h e  mails m u s t  b e  f a s t  
t h e s e  d a y s !  

I r e g r e t  m i s i n t e r p r e t i n g  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  J a n u a r y  4 .  I n  t h e  p a s t  when 
I received letters s a y i n g  a l eg is la tor  w o u l d  c h e c k  w i t h  s o - a n d - s o  t h e y ' v e  
u s u a l l y  b e e n  followed t w o  or  t h r e e  mon ths  l a t e r  by a le t te r  s a y i n g  so -and- so  
said t h e y ' r e  s o r r y ,  n o t h i n g  can be d o n e .  W h i l e  I m i g h t  accept t h a t  i n  
regards t o  PEAHA r e f u s i n g  t o  accept flood p l a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  M a n t e c a  
( C r a n s t o n ) ,  t h e  Federal Highway A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s a y i n g  t h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  t h e y  
c a n  do  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  by  t h r e e  S t o c k t o n  developers  of 1 0 0 %  of 
t h e  c a p a c i t y  of F e d e r a l l y - f u n d e d  1-205 (Stiumway),  or  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  
D e p a r t m e n t  of Z e a l  E s t a t e  s a y i n g  t h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  t h e y  c a n  d o  a b o u t  W i n c h e l l  
C o n s t r u c t i o n  s e l l i n g  t h r o u g h  S i l v a  Real E s t a t e  h u n d r e d s  of homes W i n c h e l l  
knew h a d  a f l o o d i n g  problem t h a t  w a s  n o t  d i sc losed  ( J o h n s t o n ,  11/17/88 e t  
seq.), I am n o t  g o i n g  t o  accept a k i s s - o f f  o n  t h i s  f o g  s a f e t y  i s s u e .  

I a m  well aware of y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  s a f e t y  m e a s u r e s  o n  SR 1 2 0 .  I 
s t i l l  h a v e  a l l  your  l e t t e r s  you s e n t  me o n  t h a t  i s s u e  i n  my P a t  J o h n s t o n  
f i l e .  I a l s o  appreciate  t h e  median barr ier  v e r y  much. Robert T r a v e r s  o f  
M a n t e c a  d i e d  a h u n d r e d  y a r d s  b e h i n d  me i n  t h e  fog o n  t h a t  h i g h w a y  on 
December 1 4 ,  1 9 8 8 .  W e  w e r e  a l l  b a c k s d  u p  b e h i n d  a m u l t i p l e - v e h i c l e  a c c i d e n t  
t h a t  h a d  s p u n  across a l l  th ree  l a n e s  b e t w e e n  D a n i e l s '  E s t a t e  a n d  t h e  Ai rpor t  
Way e x i t ,  a l t h o q g h  accidents  f u r t h e r  o n  h a d  b a c k e d  t h e  t r a f f i c  u p  t o  t h a t  
a c c i d e n t  p o i n t .  The  bar r ie r  e l i m i n a t e s  most s u c h  s p i n o u t s ,  a l t h o u g h  it  
p r o b a b l y  would n o t  h a v e  s a v e d  Mr. T r a v e r s .  The barr ier  a l s o  seems t c  a f f e c t  
t h e  f o g :  when t h e  w i n d  is  l i g h t ,  t h e  b a r r i e r  i t s e l f  seems t o  hold i n  t h e  
t r a f f i c  h e a t  o p e n i n g  u p  a s o r t  of t u n n e l  e f f e c t  a l o n g  t h e  l a n e s  w i t h  much 
be t te r  v i s i b i l i t y  t h a n  on t h e  ramps. 

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  w h i l e  you w e r e  s e n d i n g  m e  t h o s e  l e t te rs  you 
i g n o r e d  t h r e e  o t h e r s  ( n e e d  f o r  s p e c i f i c  d r u g  c o n t r o l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  need f o r  
f r e 2 w a y  i n p a c t  m i t i g a t i o n  fees ,  i n q u i r y  o n  s t a t e  p o l i c y  o n  agricultural land 
convers ion ,  n e e d  f o r  a s t a t e - l e v e l  env i ronmen ta l  appeals b o a r d ) .  What am I 
t o  t h i n k ?  I d i d  r e c e i v e  y o u r  C h r i s t m a s  c a r d ,  t h a n k  you .  Did you s e n d  one 
of your c a r d s  t o  t h e  D e g l e r  f a m i l y  of 1 2 9 4  S p r a g u e  i n  Manteca? Xr. C o g l e r  
w a s  t h e  December 1 8 ,  1 9 8 9  f a t a l i t y .  

A c o p y  of t h e  l e t t e r  1: a c t u a l l y  s e n t  t o  t h e  B u l l e t i n  is  e n c l o s e d .  
A l t h o u g h  t h e y  have  w i t h h e l d  o n l y  2 or 3 of t h e  20 t o  30 l e t t e r s  I have s e n t  
t hem o v e r  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s ,  t h e y  have n o t  p u b l i s h e d  t h i s  one, s o  i f  you 
would l i k e  i t  revised p l e a s e  l e t  m e  know w h a t  w o r d i n g  you w o u l d  like rw t o  
u s e .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  you know C a l T r a n s  i s n ' t  2 o i n g  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  u ~ l e s s  
somebody l i g h t s  a fire under  t h e m  or someone w i t h  y o u r  c l o u t  h e l p s  t h e n  v.aicc 
a d e c i s i o n .  How about  some h e l p ?  

S i : i c c r e l y ,  

Miciiael J. c - -  cf B a r k l e y  
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Mr, W a r r e n  D .  Weber 
hssistant Director 

L e c j i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  
Department o f  T r a n s . p o r t a t i o n  

O f f i c e  of t h e  Di rec tor  
P.  0 .  9ox 942873  
S a c r a m e n t o ,  CA 9 4 2 7 3 - 0 0 0 1  

Dear Mr. Weber: 

Thank  you for secding  m e  copies of t h e  repor t s  o n  t h e  t e s t i n g  
C a l T r a n s  performed 1 8  years  ago on fog n o n i t o r i n g  e q u i p m e n t  l i n k e d  t o  
c h a n g e a b l e  message boards. As I w a n d e r e d  t h r o u g h  them, some p o i n t s  s t u c k  
o u t :  

T h e r e  w a s n ' t  much fog t h a t  year :  

laemis, T e c h n i c a l  Report S t a n d a r d  T i t l e  P a g e 1  "Due t o  a t y p i c a l  
m e t e o r o l o g y ,  t h e r e  w a s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  d e n s e  fog fo r  a d e q u a t e  t e s t i n g . "  

[ B e m i s ,  p.  31  "Data from O p e r a t i o n  Fog-Bound S t a t i s t i c s  ( 2 )  

Fog  S e a s o n  68\69 69/70 7 0 / 7 1  71/72 
Fog Hours 1 7 1  235 217 1 , 0 3 6  

i n d i c a t e d :  

Fog h o u r s  are d e f i n e d  as a l l  hours i n  w h i c h  v i s i b i l i t y  was res t r ic ted  d u e  t c  
fog at any l o c a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  area. T h e  w i n t e r  season ( 1 9 7 2 / 7 3 )  w e  p i c k e d  
for r e s e a r c h  of fog d e t e c t o r s  h a d  o n l y  1 6 3  f o g  h o u r s . "  

T h e  signs were n o t  a d e q u a t e :  

[ J u e r g e n s ,  p .  4 1  "The s i g n  c h o s e n  was n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a r g e  t o  be 
a d e q u a t e l y  v i s i b l e  in a d v e r s e  w e a t h e r .  ... A l t h o u g h  t h e  s i g n  s e e m  larcje a t  
close range, it does n o t  s t a n d  out from i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g s  i n  e i t h e r  foggy or  
clear w e a t h e r .  I' 

[Juergens, p .  6 1  "The iilimunation of t h e  s i g n  was not proper f o r  
E i g h t  t i m e  or fog  c o n d i t i o n s .  ... D u r i n g  periods of heavy f o g ,  however, t h e  
s i g n  was still d i f f i c u l t  t o  obsen7.e. 'I 

[Benis, p .  6 1  "We had n e i t h e r  t h e  lead time n o r  the money to provicir 
a s i g n  b r i d g e  o v e r  t h e  roadway  ( t h i s  is  w h a t  we shoulci h a v e  p r c v i d e d ) . "  

1Bemis, p.  1 2 1  " T h e  lcxatriori  a n d  size of t h e  s i g n s  were n o t  
e f f e c t i v e  e n o u g h  t o  c a t c h  t h e  drivers' e y e . "  

S t a n d a r d s  for v i s i b i l i t y  werec't f u l l y  d e v e l o p e d :  

[ J i i e r g e n s ,  p .  2 1  "Tbe  lack of d e n s e  fog  p r e c l u d e d  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of a 
s tat i s t i c a 1 re 1 a t i o n  s h i p b e  t we e n the .  es t i ma t ed v 1 s i b i 1 I t- y a n d  t h c p~ r ;ixc t i 2  r 
measured by  the automatic f o g  s e n z o r s .  ... I t  was n o t  cietermincc? h o w  well 
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v i s i b i l i t i e s  m e a s u r e d  by t h e  v a r i o u s  i n s t r u m e n t s  were re la ted  t o  
v i s i b i l i t i e s  on t h e  h i g h w a y . "  

[ J u e r g e n s ,  p.  1 0 1  "The l a c k  of d e n s e  fog a t  t h e  tes t  s i t e  k e p t  u s  
from o b t a i n i n g  d a t a  w i t h  w h i c h  to g e n e r a t e  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  
I t  is  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  inust  b e  o b t a i n e d  b e f o r e  p r o c e e d i n g  w i t h  
t h e  p l a n n i n g ,  d e s i g n ,  or o p e r a t i o n  of  a f o g - h a z a r d  w a r n i n g  system." 

Some o f  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  w a s  i a a d e q u a t e l y  t e s t e d :  

[Juergens, p .  1 2 ,  r e g a r d i n g  M e t e o r o l o g y  Research, I n c .  , Fog 
Visiometer l  " I t  w a s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  o b t a i n  o b s e r v a t i o n s  of h ighway  
v i s i b i l i t y  while t h e  Fog Visiorneter w a s  i n s t a l l e a  d u e  t o  a l a c k  o f  dense f o g  
a t  t h e  tes t  s i te . "  

I J u e r g e n s ,  p. 15,  r e g a r d i n g  K a h l  S c i e n t i f i c ,  V i d e o g r a p h l  "However,  
t h e  s h o r t  d u r a t i o n  of f i e l d  e x p o s u r e  (1 m o n t h )  w a s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t ' s  d u r a b i l i t y . "  

[ J u e r g e n s ,  p .  1 5 ,  r e g a r d i n g  A e r o U i r o n m e n t ,  I n c .  , Highway Fog Monitor1 
"The i n s t r u m e n t  w a s  o b s e r v e d  t o  b e  f l a s h i n g  a t  t h e  s l o w  r a t e  when t h e  
v i s i b i l i t y  w a s  l o w  ( a r o u n d  250 f e e t ) .  When n o t i f i e d  o f  t h i s  problem, t h e  
s u p p l i e r  removed t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  s e r v i c i n g  a n d  d i d  not  r e t u r n  t h e  
i n s t r u m e n t  t o  t h e  t e s t  s i te .  S i n c e  t h i s  w a s  a prototype i n s t r u m e n t ,  t h e  
supplier w a s  not a b l e  te  replace it  w i t h  a n o t h e r  i n s t r u m e n t . "  

Some o b v i o u s  p o t e n t i a l  c o m p o n e n t s  were n o t  tes ted a t  a l l :  

[ J u e r g e n s ,  p .  1 6 1  "It does n o t  seem f e a s i b l e  a t  t h i s  t i n e  t o  w a r n  
t h e  motoris t  of  s t o p p e d  v e h i c l e s  ( v i a  loop detectors  or radar f o r  example) ."  
Why n o t ?  

T h e  messages were t o o  v a g u e :  

C o n s o l e  w i t h  m e s s a g e s  a v a i l a b l e " :  ... " D e n s e  Fog Ahead",  " D e n s e  Fog 2 
Miles", " D e n s e  Fog 4 N i l e s " ,  " S l o w  Wreck Ahead" ,  "Slow Wreck 2 Miles", "Slob 
Wreck 4 Miles". 

( B e m i s ,  p .  9 ,  r e l e v a n t  rr?essaqes f r o m ]  " F i g u r e  8 ,  A r r a n g e m e n t  of 

[ R e r n i s ,  p .  101 " I f  a n  a c c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  of d e n s e  
fog ,  t h e  s i g n  message w o u l d  alternate ' D E N S E  FOG A H E A D '  - SLOW ! w?iECK 
AHEAD ' 'I . 

W i t h  most C a l i f o r n i a  d r i v e r s  t h e s e  days  a c t i n g  l i k e  " s iow"  means 55 
nph i n  a 55 mph z o n e ,  t h i s  r e a l l y  n e e d s  to  b e  e x p r e s s l y  s t a t e d  A S  maxinun  
s p e e d s  i n  miles p e r  h o u r ,  s u c h  ES 5 0 ,  .40, 3 0 ,  20, e tc .  

J u s t  reaclicg t h e  r e p o r t s  gave m e  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  t e s t s  were h o t t  
o v e r d o n e  a n d  s h o r t e d  a t  t h e  same time: t h e r e  w a s  sonic s o r t  D f  h u r r i e d  p u s h  
t o  " t e s t  s o m e t h i n g " ,  t h e  t e s t  i n c l u c i e d  some f a i r l y  e l a b o r a t e  e q u i p m e n t  f o r  
t h e  d a y ,  e s s e n t i a l  c o m p o n e n t s  of t h e  t e s t  w e r e  s h o r t e d  l i k e  t h e  riiissage 
boards t h e n s e 1 v t . s  o r  the rressages use2 o n  t h e m ,  t es t  c i r c u m s t a r c e s  were n o t  
really a d e q u a t ~  t o  yivc i t  a f z i r  o p p o r t u n i t y  s ince  t h a t  year  had l e s s  foq 
t h a n  a n y  of the p r e v i o u s  f i v e  ~ 2 3  t h e r e  is n o  r e p o r t i n g  of h o w  di2nsc t h e  foc 
a c t u a l l y  w a s ,  a n d  so on. I t  was not .  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  r i g o r o u s ,  
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H a s  a n y  of t h i s  r e s e a r c h  b e e n  u p d a t e d  s i n c e  t h e n ?  

I wou ld  v e r y  much l i k e  t o  see t h e  c o n c e p t s  dredged o u t  o f  t h e  f i l e s ,  
the t e c h n o l o g y  u p d a t e d ,  the t e s t i n g  p h a s e d  t o  e x a m i n e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  i n  
i n c r e a s i n g  order of t e s t i n g  cos t  a n d  complexi ty ,  t h e  messages f u r n i s h e d  
motoris ts  s u f f i c i e n t l y  p r e c i s e  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  know w h a t  t h e  maximum s p e e 6  
s h o u l d  be i n  miles per  h o u r ,  t h e  test c o n t i n u e d  l o n g  e n o u g h  t o  g e t  a n  
adequate m e a s u r e  of b o t h  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  p u b l i c  r e s p o n s e  u n d e r  t h e  r i g h t  
c o n d i t i o n s ,  and a more r i g o r o u s  p r o d u c t i o n  of t e s t  data a n d  p u b l i c  response 
be s o u g h t .  Is t h i s  p o s s i b l e ?  Is t h e r e  a way C a l T r a n s  c o u l d  f i t  f u r t h e r  
tests w i t h i n  i t s  s a f e t y  b u d g e t ?  

I was q u i t e  inpressed by  t h e  copy of M r .  W a l s h ' s  l e t t e r  t h a t  you s e n t  
m e  s h o w i n g  how t h e  3 - 2 - 1 - b r e a k - e x i t  m a r k i n g  s y s t e m  evolved t o  h e l p  CHP 
off icers  locate t h e  e x i t s  w i t h o u t  r i s k i n g  r e a r - e n d  c o l l i s i o n s ,  a n d  how t h e  
commercial t r u c k i n g  i n d u s t r y  picked u p  o n  t h a t  a n d  p r a i s e d  it. P e r h a p s  a 
pass ive  system l i k e  I suggested ( f i v e  s i g n s :  "FOG TEST", "ZO", " 3 0 " ,  " 4 0 " ,  
"50" a t  distances c o i n c i d i n g  w i t h  s t o p p i n g  d i s t a n c e s )  m i g h t  m e e t  a s imi la r  
l e v e l  of a p p r e c i a t i o n .  Would you h a v e  a n y  idea how much s u c h  a t e s t  m i g h t  
cost? P e r h a p s  I c o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  a b i t  t o w a r d s  t h e  f i r s t  o n e ?  S i n c e  t h e i r  
ads show t h a t  t h e y  are v e r y  p r o u d  of t h e i r  r e f l e c t i v e  s i g n  c o a t i n g s  (as  t h e  
s h o u l d  be), p e r h a p s  3M w o u l d  c o n s i d e r  s p o n s o r i n g  s u c h  a tes t?  

I n  any e v e n t ,  I wou ld  l i k e  copies  of c e r t a i n  d o c u m e n t s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  
t h e  reports  you s e n t  m e :  

[ J u e r g e n s ,  p.  18:l 
B e a t o n ,  e t  a l . ,  S t o c k t o n  Foq D i s D e r s a l  S tudy ,  C a l i f o r n i a  D i v i s i o n  of 
Highways ,  Report  N o .  CA-HWY-m 657107-1-72-24. 

T a m b u r r i ,  T.N., T h e o b a l d ,  D . J . ,  et a l . ,  R e d u c e d  V i s i b i l i t y  (Foq) S t u d y ,  
C a l i f o r n i a  D i v i s i o n  of Highways ,  Headquarters T r a f f i c  D e p a r t m e n t ,  &larch 
1967 [ a l s o  see J u e r g e n s ,  p .  3 1 .  

Wynn, C.W., C a p t a i n ,  " O p e r a t i o n  Foc;Sound - A c c i d e n t  R e d u c t i o n  P l a n " ,  
C a l i f o r n i a  Highway P a t r o l ,  S t o c k t o n  Area, O c t o b e r ,  1 9 7 2 .  

... a n d  p e r h a p s  you  c o u l d  s u g g e s t  how I m i g h t  o b t a i n :  

N a t i o n a l  C o o p e r a t i o n  Highway R e s e a r c h  Report  9 5 ,  Hiqhway Fo5, Highway 
R e s e a r c h  B o a r d ,  1 9 7 0 .  

I w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  obtain: 

[Benis ,  p .  I:] 
" S e v e r a l  s t u d i e s  h a v e  b e e n  c o n d u c t e d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  multiple 
v e h i c l e  a c c i d e n t s  a s s o c i a t e d  with d r i v i n g  i n  fog."  Where w o u l d  I f i n d  
these? 

i p .  3 & p .  1 3 : l  
I n f o r m a t i o n  Bulletin [ o n  O p e r a t i o n  F o g B o u n d l  by C a l i f o r n i a  High:qa; Patrol 
dated July 1 9 7 2 .  

[ p .  4 : 1  
" T h e  fog  d e t e c t o r s  a r e  discussed i n  P a r t  2 of t h e  r e p o r t  'Detectors f o r  
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P - u t o m a t i c  Fog-Warning S i g n s  ' b y  Bemis, P i n k e r r n a n ,  S h i r l e y ,  and Skog, July 
1 9 7 3  (CA-%lT-TL-?121-1-73-22)." A p p a r e n t l y  w h a t  you s e n t  m e  w a s  P a r t  1. 

P -  4 

[p .  1 3 : l  
"For more i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t y p e s  of c h a n g e a b l e  message s i g n s ,  please r e f e r  to  
Special R e p o r t  1 2 9  by t h e  H i g h w a y  R e s e a r c h  B o a r d  o n  ' T h e  C h a n g e a b l e  Message 
Concept of T r a f f i c  C o n t r o l ' .  
a t  a c o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  o n  July 1 9 7 1  o n  t h e  d e s i g n ,  o p e r a t i o n ,  a n d  u s e  of 
c h a n g e a b l e  message s i g n s . "  T h i s  i s  o b v i o u s l y  so f a r  ou t  of date as t o  be 
i r r e l e v a n t  s i n c e  a n y b o d y  w i t h  a h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  can walk i n t o  C o s t c o  and buy 
a programmable message b o a r d  t h e s e  d a y s ,  b u t  I wou ld  apprec ia te  i e a d s  o n  
t h a t  a n d  more c u r r e n t  c h a n g e a S l e  uiessaqe board r e s e a r c h .  

T h i s  S p e c i a l  Repor t  c o n t a i n s  p a p a e r s  p r e s e n t e d  

P l e a s e  l e t  m e  know how much a l l  t h e s e  copies would cost. 

P l e a s e  l e t  iF.e know how I m i g h t  h e l p  g e t  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  b a c k  on t r a c k .  

Reports  r e c e i v e d :  1 
W. R .  J u e r g e n s ,  Detectors fo r  A u t o m a t i c  Foq-Warninq Siqns, Part 1, F i n a l  
Repor t ,  C a l i f o r n i a  Division of Highways  R e s e a r c h  Report 
CA-DOT-TR-1115-1-73-02, November 1 9 7 3  [ J u e r g e n s l  

Walsh, K e n n e t h ,  "Memorandum to M r .  R .  J. D a t e l " ,  r e f e r e n c i n g  f i l e  
0 6 - O p e r a t i o n  Fogbound ,  December 1 5 ,  1 9 7 2  [Walshl 

B e m i s ,  G . R . ,  e t  a l , ,  Detectors f o r  A u t o m a t i c  E q - W a r n i n q  Sisns - I n t e r i m  
Repor t ,  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  L a b o r a t o r y  R e s e a r c h  Report  CA-DOT-TL-7121-1-73-22, 
C a l i f o r n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  T r a f f i c  B r a n c h ,  S a c r a m e n t o ,  J u l y  
1 9 7 3  [Bemisl 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
llm N STRER 
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March 5, 1990 

Mr. Michael J. Barkloy 
161 N. Sheridan Ave. #1 
Manteca, CA 95336 

Dear Mr. BarWey: 

Your letter to Mr. Warren Weber dated February 14, 1990 regarding more information 
relating to fog research was forwarded to me for reply. 

Copies of the "Stockton Fog Dispersal Study and the "Reduced Visibility (Fog) Studf 
are enclosed. You may obtain the other documents as follovrs: 

1. 'Operation Fogbound - Accident Reduction Plan" and "Information Bulletin on 
Operation FogBound" can be obtained by calling the California Highway Patrol 
library in Sacramento at (916) 445-1951 or checking with one of the depository 
libraries on the enclosed list. 

2. National Cooperation Highway Research Report 95, "Highway Fog and The 
Changeable Message Concept Gf Traffic ControT', Special Report 129, can be 
obtained by calling the Transportation Research Board at (202) 334-3213 or 
writing them at 21 01 Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 2041 8. 

"Detectors for Automatic Fog-Warning Signs" by Bemis is Part Two. Please note that 
the report numbers you mention are the same. 

We appreciate your concern, interest and thoughts on tllis subject. Also, we would be 
pleased to discuss your offer of financial support for further studies. Please contact 
Mr. Chris Cutler, Chief of the Traffic Safety Research Branch, at (916) 445-4124. 

Sincerely, 

C. D.'BARTELL, Chief / 
Division of Traffic Operations 

Enclosures 

cc: The Honorable Patrick Johnston 
Member of the Assembly 
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March 1, 1963 

B y  Senators  Backstrand and C o l l i e r :  

Senate Resolution N o ,  3 3  

Rela t ing  t o  a s tudy of c o a s t a l  fog c o n i i t i c n s  

WHEREAS, Seasonal fog condi t ions  which p r e v a i l  i n  the 
c o a s t a l  and v a l l e y  areas of t h e  S t a t e  cause reduced v i s i b i l i t y  
and hazardous d r iv ing  condi t ions  t h a t  r e s u l t  i n  many muit iFle  
t r a f f i c  c o l l i s i o n s  on C a l i f o r n i a  highways; and 

WdEREAS, The outstanding q u a l i t y  of engineering design and 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of C a l i f o r n i a  highways cannot be held accountaSle 
f o r  d r i v e r  error; and 

WHEREAS, A l z r g e  percentage of t he  accidents  which cccxr 
during p e r i o d s  of reduced v i s i b i l i t y  due t o  fog condi t ions  z re  
d i r e c t l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  d r i v i n g  a t  unsafe speeds for t h e  
c o n d i t i o n s  of v i s i b i l i t y  and err3rs i n  judgment by t h e  d , '  v ivers  ; 
and 

WHEREAS, P r e s e n t  speed l a w s  appear t o  be adequate tc 
regulate traffic; now the re fo re  be i t  

Resolved by t h e  Senate of t h e  S t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a ,   tia at the 
Highway Transpor ta t ion  Agency i s  requested t o  i n i t i a t e  a S ~ U < V  

o r  cause such a s tudy t o  be made, which w i l l  dete-mine possibie 
means of g iv ing  advance warning t o  d r i v e r s  of motor vehicles o f  
t h e  need €or g r e a t e r  a l e r t n e s s  and caut ion i n  d r iv ing  d u r i n q  
per iods  of reduced v i s i b i l i t y ;  and f u r t h e r  be i t  

Resolved, That t he  s t u d y  explore  t h e  use of w a r n i n c ;  d e v i c e s  
or o t h e r  means t o  i n f o r m  d r i v e r s  of ex i s t ing  hazardous ccnditions 
on t h e  roadway; and f u r t h e r  be it 

Resolved, That t.he Highway Transportat ion Agency i s  directed 
t o  r e p o r t  i t s  f ind ings ,  including any recommendaticns, tc  t : -e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  before March 1 5 ,  1965;  and be i t  f u r t h e r  

Besolved, T h a t  the Secre ta ry  of the Secate be hereby directed 
t.9 tcansmit  copies of t h i s  r e so lu t ion  t o  the Highway Tra?=- - -* -C>- ;  . J y L -  c -- L A C : :  

Aqcncy  and each  department w i t h i n  thc agency.  

- 1- 
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J u n e  29 ,  1965 

(1965 1st E x t r a o r d i p a r y  S e s s i o n )  

By S e n a t o r  C o l l i e r :  

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 23 

R e l a t i n g  t o  a study of fog c o n d i t i o n s  

WHEREAS, Seasor?al fog c o n d i t i o n s  which p r e v a i l  i n  thct. 
coas t a l  and  v a l l e y  areas of the s t a t e  c a u s e  r e d u c e d  v i s i b i l i t y  
and  h a z a r d o u s  d r i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  r e s u l t  i n  many m u l t i p l e  
t r a f f i c  c o l l i s i o n s  on C a l i f o r n i a  highways; and 

WdEREAS, The T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Agency has, p u r s u a n t  t o  
S e n a t e  R e s a l u t i o n  N o .  3 3  (19631, i n i t i a t e d  a s t u d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
possible means  of g i v i n g  a d v a n c e  w a r n i n g  t o  d r ive r s  of motcr 
v e h i c l e s  of t he  n e e d  f o r  g rea te r  a l e r t n e s s  and  c a u t i o n  i n  d r i - v i n g  
d u r i n g  per iods  of r e d u c e d  v i s i b i l i t y ;  and  

WEREP.S, Weather c o n d i t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  s u c h  t h a t  there  has 
been a n  i n s u f f i c i e n t  amount  of fog for the c o m p l e t i o n  of such a 
s t u d y ;  now, therefore,  be i t  % 

RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE O F  CALIFORNIA, T h a t  
the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Agency is r e q u e s t e d  to c o n t i n u e  i t s  stuciy t o  
d e t e r m i n e  possible means of g i v i n g  s u c h  advance  w a r n i n g  t o  d r i v e r s  
of motor veh ic l e s  d u r i n g  p e r i o d s  of r e d u c e d  v i s i b i l i t y ;  a:id f u r t h e r  
be it  

RESOLED, That t h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Agency c o n t i n u e  t 9  
e x p l o r e  t h e  use of w a r n i n g  devices  or o t h e r  means t o  i n f o r m  
d r i v e r s  of e x i s t i n g  hazardous c o n d i t i o n s  on the roadway; and 
f u r t h e r  be it 

RESOLVED, That t h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Agency is d i r e c t e d  t o  
report  i t s  f i n d i n q s ,  i nc lud inc r  any recommendations, to t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  before March 15, ,967; and be it fu r the r  

RESOLVED, T h a t  t h e  Secretary of the  Senate i s  hereby 
directed t o  t r a n s m i t  copies  of this r e s o l u t i o n  t o  the T r a n s p o r t a t i . c n  
Agency and  each department w i t h i n  t he  agency .  

R e f e r r e d  t o  Comniittee o n  R u l e s .  

* * *  

J u n e  3 0 ,  1965 - Adopted. 

- 2 -  
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Michael Barkley 
161 Sheridan Avenue Bl 
Manteca, CA 95336 

Dear Mr. Barkley: 

A s  was done before on your behalf, on March 5 a member of 
my staff spoke to Warren Weber, Legislative Liaison, 
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), about 
your suggestions for decreasing traffic accidents in fog. 

Mr. Weber said that while electronic message boards are 
used to alert drivers about sncw in the mountains and to 
alert drivers about traffic congestion for a 50-60 mile 
stretch of freeways in Los Angeles this idea would not be 
feasible for fog alerts. The reasons electronic message 
boards are not feasible for use during fog season in the 
central valley are: 

1. Where fog settles on a given day is unpredictable 
making it impossible to know where to place the 
electronic boards and/or warn drivers to slow down 
for upcoming fog. 

2 .  There is a 400 mile stretch of the central valley 
that is susceptible to fog. Even if Caltrans could 
decide on the number of electronic boards that would 
be needed and where to arbitrarily place them, the 
cost would be very high and the effectiveness dubious 
in light of the unpredictability of fog as described 
in #1 above. 

Mr. Weber said that at this point in time, the most 
effective method for reducing fog-related accidents is to 
have the California Highway Patrol (Cap) escort drivers 
through t h e  fog as  the officers patrol freeways in the 
c e n t r a l  v a l l e y .  
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Michael Barkley 
161 Sheridan Avenue 81 
Manteca, CA 95336 

Dear Mr. Barkleyr 

As was done before on your  behalf, on March 5 a member of 
my staff spoke to Warren Weber, Legislative Liaison, 
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), about 
your suggestions for decreasing traffic accidents in fog. 

Mr. Weber said that while electronic message boards are 
used to alert drivers about snow in the mountains and to 
alert drivers about traffic congestion for a 50-60 mile 
stretch of freeways in Los Angeles this idea would not be 
feasible for fog alerts- The reasons electronic message 
boards are not feasible for use during fog season in the 
central valley are: 

1- Where fog settles on a given day is unpredictable 
making it impossible to know where to place the 
electronic boards and/Dr warn drivers to slow down 
for  upcoming fog. 

2 .  There is a 400 mile stretch of the cen t r a l  valley 
that is susceptible to fog. Even if Caltrans could 
decide on the number of electronic boards that would 
be needed and where to arbitrarily place them, the 
cost would be very high and the effectiveness dubious 
in light of the unpredictability of fog as described 
in 81 above. 

Mr. Webex said that at this point in tine, the most 
effective method f o r  reducing fog-related accidents is to 
have the California Highway Patrol (CHP) escort drivers 
through the fog as the officers patrol freeways in the 
central valley. 
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Warren Weber did however acknowledge that your 
suggestion that new technology focused on reducing accidents 
in fog should be followed up and investigated by Caltrans. 
Calttans is currently looking into this matter and w i l l  
report to me on the results of their investigation. 
Mr. Weber assured me that he woula share the results of 
Caltrans' research with you. 

PJ : lcg 

6th District 
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209/823-4817 

A p r i l  1 8 ,  1 9 9 0  

Assemblyinan P a t r i c k  J o h n s t o n  
31 East C h a n n e l ,  Rm. 306 
S t o c k t o n ,  CA 55202  

D e a r  Assemblyman J o h n s t o n :  

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  on f i n d i n g  y o u r s e l f  unopposed  i n  t h e  J u n e  P r i m a r y ,  
a n d  t h a n k  ycu for y o u r  le t ter  of March 8, 1 9 9 0 .  

I h a v e  b e e n  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  t h i s  d r a f t  s i n c e  I received y o u r  letter- 
b e c a u s e  y o u r  l e t te r  t roubled me t e r r i b l y .  My mind keeps d r i f t i n g  back t o  
w h a t  I s a w  o n  December 18 a n d  t h e  i n e s c a p a b l e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  I have drawn 
f r o m  t h a t  m o r n i n g ' s  e v e n t s :  A l t h o u g h  C a l T r a n s  a n d  CHP were f u l l y  aware of 
t h e  immediate p r o b a b i l i t y  of d e a t h  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n  on t h a t  s t r e t c h  of 1-5 o n  
the m o r a i n g  of December 18 t h e y  d i d  NOTHING t o  warn t h e  d r i v e r s  o n  1-5 about 
what  l a y  a h e a d ,  P a r t s  of t h i s  c o n s c i o u s ,  deliberate d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  warn 
t h e  p u b l i c  of i t s  immediate peril have c o n t i n u e d  €or at least 27 years w i t h  
t h e  f u l l  c o o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  State L e g i s l a t u r e .  I w a s  t h e r e  t h a t  m o r n i n g ,  I 
know w h a t  I saw, a n d  I f i n d  these d e c i s i o n s  i n d e f e n s i b l e .  

Several  comments  s t i c k  o u t  i n  your le t ter  a n d  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  d i s c u s s  
them,  

" A s  was d o n e  before o n  y o u r  b e h a l f  ...." 
Whoa. D o  you  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  wha t  t h i s  is a b o u t ?  My b e h a l f ?  What 

about n e x t  w i n t e r ' s  crop of w i d o w s  and o r p h a n s ?  1 s h o u l d n ' t  e v e n  h a v e  t o  
w r i t e  these le t ters!  

"The r e a s o n s  e l e c t r o n i c  m e s s a g e  b o a r d s  are no:: f e a s i b l e  f o r  u s e  
d u r i n g  fog s e a s o n  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  v a l l e y  are: 

"1. Where fog sett les o n  a g i v e n  day is  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  
m a k i n g  i t  impossible t o  know w h e r e  t o  place t h e  
e l e c t r o n i c  b o a r d s  a n d  or warn d r i v e r s  t o  s l o w  
dawn f o r  upcoming fog." * 

Place  t h e m  everywhere. U s e  t hem f o r  t r a f f i c  g u i d a n c e  when t h e r e  is n o  fog, 

" B l a c k  Ice, 1-5 Overpass." X-205 n e e d s  t h e m  e v e r y  day of t h e  w e e k  because 
of the  way S a n  J o a q u i n  and S t a n i s l a u s  County d e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  o v e r d r a w n  
c a p a c i t y  on t h a t  h i g h w a y .  Use then; for  w a r n i n g s ,  l i k e  "Your s p e e d  70, s l o w  
t o  55" and  g e t  these o f f i c e r s  RADAR! I st i l l  t h i n k  w e  s h o u l d  be e n t i t l e d  t o  
as much t r a f f i c  advice as Bay Br idge ,  Los Angeles ,  or Donner  P a s s  motorists 
g e t ,  fog or n o  fog. And if the s t a t e  is g o i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  w a r n i n g s  t o  Bay 
B r i d g e  or L o s  A n g e l e s  motorists f o r  " c o n v e n i e n c e " ,  t h e  s t a t e  o u g h t  t o  t e l l  
the rest of us when w e  are g o i n g  t o  d i e  w h e n  t h e  s t a t e  KNOWS it and w e  
d o n ' t .  

l i k e  "1-205 slows to 20 mph a t  LYacArthur" or "1-5 closed a t  Grapevine" or 

On p .  B-1 of the March 23 (Livermore) H e r a l d  was t h e  a r t i c l e  
"Cameras t o  a i d  1-680 C o m m u t e r s  
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P k s e m b l y ~ ~ ~ a n  P a t r i c k  Jo: . t o n  

7-p. 2 
A p r i l  18,  1 9 9 0  

" C a l t r a n s  w i l l  t r y  h i g h - t e c h  system t o  u n s n a r l  
t r a f f i c  t i e - u p s  d u r i n g  h ighway c o n s t r u c t i o n  
"By Mary Yanni  
" S t a f f  Writer 

w i l l  h e l p  C a l t r a n s  ease t h e  coinmuter n i g h t n a r e  t h a t  
may r e s u l t  f rom c o n s t r u c t i o n  on  I n t e r s t a t e  680 by 
q u i c k l y  s p o t t i n g  t r a f f i c  t i e - u p s .  

" C a l t r a n s  w i l l  b e g i n  u s i n g  t h e  h i g h - t e c h n o l o g y  
' t r a f f i c  management p l a n '  n e a r  t h e  end o f  t h i s  y e a r ,  
project manager  T r a c y  Emlay said.  

pavement  w i l l  a ler t  C a l t r a n s '  Walnut  Creek  o f f i c e  t o  
s t a l l ed  cars a n d  a c c i d e n t s ,  s h e  sa id ."  

And so o n .  Why is it t h a t  C o n t r a  C o s t a  C o u n t y  gets  t h i s  k i n d  of 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  for i n c o n v e n i e n c e ,  and we d o n ' t  g e t  it t o  save l ives?  

"WALNUT CREEK - C l o s e d - c i r c u i t  t e l e v i s i o n  cameras 

" C l o s e d - c i r c u i t  cameras and  t r a f f i c  s e n s o r s  i n  t h e  

"2. T h e r e  is a 400 m i l e  s t r e t c h  of t h e  c e n t r a l  v a l l e y  t h a t  
i s  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  fog. Even i E  C a l t r a n s  c o u l d  
decide on t h e  number of e l e c t r o n i c  boards t h a t  
would  be needed  and  where  t o  a r b i t r a r i l y  place them, 
t h e  cost would be very h i g h  a n d  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
d u b i o u s  i n  l i g h t  of t h e  u n p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  of f o g  as 
described i n  #1 above." 

T h i s  w i n t e r  w e  had  400-mi le  fog banks .  What k i n d  o f  c o s t  is  M r .  Weber 
t a l k i n g  abou t?  On December 18 w e  s e n t  30 pecple to  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  A class 
a c t i o n  s u i t  over a n  i n c i d e n t  s u c h  as t h e  12/18/89 1-5 p i l e u p  c o u l d  wind up  
c o s t i n g  t h e  s ta te  $20,000,000 i n  judgmen t s ,  sirice b c t h  C a l T r a n s  and  CHP KNEW 
of t h e  s p e c i f i c  o b s t r u c t i o n s  a n d  as far as I c a n  t e l l  t h e y  d i d  n o t  warn t h e  
people on 1-5. I know t h e y  were p u t t i n g  o u t  flares on SR 1 2 0  a l t h o u g h  i t ' s  
t a k e n  m e  t h r e e  such e x p e r i e n c e s  (12/14/88,  12/14/89,  and  12/18/89)  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  when t h e y  p u t  o u t  t h o s e  f la res  t h e y  are t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  
motorists t h e r e  is a n  a c c i d e n t  ahead .  A l t h o u g h  I have  been a s k i n g  t n e  
question f o r  t h r e e  mon ths ,  I s t i l l  d o  n o t  know if t h e y  were p u t t i n g  o u t  
flares on 1-5 as  w e l l ,  t h o u g h  f rom Lie  moment t h a t  Eranson-Cross  lu inbe r  
t r u c k  f l i p p e d  on i t s  b a c k  b l o c k i n g  l a n e s  1, 2 ,  a n d  3 t h e  1-5 d r i v e r s  l i k e  
M r .  D e g l e r  were doomed. CHP o f f i c e r s  r i s k  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  p u t  o u t  those  
s t u p i d  f l a r e s  and  t h e y  d o n ' t  even  convey  t h e  message  t o  most motorists.  
C a n ' t  we do b e t t e r  t h a n  t h a t ?  

As f o r  dubious b e n e f i t ,  what's it going t o  take? How many widows and 
orphans? For two days r u n n i n g  w e  filled e v e r y  emergency room i n  t h e  County 
(and i f  Amtrak is g o i n g  t o  r u n  a t  70 mph i n  t h e  f o g  w i t h o u t  g r a d e  
s e p a r a t i o n s ,  t h e n  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be an a d d i t i o n a l  warn ing  l i g h t  a hundred 
y a r d s  back of t h e i r  c r o s s i n g s ,  s y n c h r o n i z e d  w i t h  t h e  : ross i r ,g  g a t e s ) .  T h e  
o n l y  u n p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  is what  day t h e  fog w i l l  a p p e a r ,  n o t  t h a t  i t  w i l l  
a p p e a r  a t  a l l ,  I f  you are i n  t o r n a d o  c o u n t r y ,  you s t i l l  d i g  a storm cellar 
even i f  you d o n ' t  know what  day t h e  t o r n a d o  w i l l  h i t .  I'd h a t e  t o  t h i n k  
t h a t  t h e  r e a l  r e a s o n  n o t h i n g ' s  been done  is t h a t  t h e  v i c t ims  h a v e n ' t  y e t  
f i g u r e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  d o n ' t  have  t o  d i e  o u t  t h e r e  and u n t i l  t h e y  do f i g u r e  
t h a t  out C a l T r a n s  j u s t  d o e s n ' t  w a n t  to do t h e  work. 

"Mr. Weber s a i d  t h a t  at t h i s  p o i n t  i n  time, t h e  most effective m e t h o d  
f o r  r e d u c i n g  f o g - r e l a t e d  a c c i d e n t s  is  t o  h a v e  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Highway P a t r o l  
( C H P )  escort d r i v e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  fog  a s  t h e  o f f i c e r s  patrol freeways i n  
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A p r i l  18, 1 9 9 0  

t h e  c e n t r a l  v a l l e y . "  

I h a v e  several problems w i t h  t h i s .  First, I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e y  area't 
doicg t h i s  anymore b e c a u s e  they d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  money f o r  it. Second, it 
pu t s  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  i n  j e o p a r d y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  and  u n l e s s  t h e y  h a v e  c o l l i s i o n  
d e t e c t i o n  and  a v o i d a n c e  s y s t e m s  i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e s e  p i l o t  cars. T h i r d ,  if 
it's 35 mph f o g  or less,  the guy  i n  t h e  car a t  the back end of t h e  l i n e  is 
sti l l  a s i t t i n g  d u c k .  F o u r t h ,  CHP h a s  better t h i n g s  t o  do.  If other 
dr ive r s ,  s u c h  as  t h e  e n t i r e  t r u c k i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  c o u l d  be e n l i s t e d  t o  h a n d l e  
t h e  p i l o t  d u t i e s ,  t h e n  CHP would be r e l i e v e 6  of t h i s  d d t y  ( w h i c h  t h e y  aren't 
d o i n g  anyway) t o  do what  t h e y  need t o  do ,  a p p r e h e n d  and  y a n k  t h e  d r i v i n g  
p r i v i l e g e s  of t h e  h o m i c i d a l / s u i c i d a l  yo-yos who t h i n k  d r i v i n g  70 nph i n  30 
mph fog is f u n .  CHP does n o t  have  enough officers t o  do wha t  M r .  Weber 
says. The r e c e n t  d e a r t h  of s u c h  convoy a c t i v i t y  proves t h a t ,  

Mr. B a r t e l l ' s  aide ( C a l T r a n s ,  916/445-4121) was good enough t o  s e n d  
me a copy of  some reports i n c l u d i n g  S e n a t e  R e s o l u t i o n s  1963-33 a n d  1965-23 
d i r e c t i n g  C a l T r a n s  t o  get off i t s  c o l l e c t i v e  f a n n y  and f i g u r e  out ways t o  
warn motorists. Twenty-seven y e a r s  and  a l l  C a l T r a c s  h a s  come u p  w i t h  is 3 
sets of p las t i c  markers fo r  freeway e x i t s ,  a n d  a convoy system for CHP which  
nobody I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  has even  s e e n  i n  u s e  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  That's a 
TERRIBLE record! Does C a l T r a n s  j u s t  n o t  wan t  t o  do a n y t h i n g ?  Does C z l T r a n s  
j u s t  not  h a v e  t h e  support  of t h e  publ ic  or the Legislature? A r e  t h e y  
waiting fo r  us? 

enclosed le t ter  t o  Mx. Appel of Radio Shack would a p p e a l  t o  you. 
better t h a n  free, it c o u l d  g e n e r a t e  a p o t - l o a d  of sales t ax  r e v e n u e .  How 
would you feel  a b o u t  s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  c o n c e p t ?  Please l e t  m e  know what I c a n  
do t o  h e l p .  I d o n ' t  want  t o  die  o u t  t h e r e  n e x t  December, a n d  I d o n ' t  want  
t o  lose a n y  more n e i g h b o r s .  

What do we have  t o  do t o  develop t h e  support?  

As for  t e c h n o l o g y  and  c o s t ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  concept set f o r t h  i n  t h e  
It's 

Thank you.  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

Michael J. Barkley 
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PATRICK JOHNSTON 
ASSEMBLYMAN. 7WE"fSIxFH DISTRICT 

REPRESENTING SAN JOAQUIN COUNlY 

July 3 ,  1990 

Michael Barkley 
Man 161 t Skerida eca A& Ave ue 1 

Dear Mr. 

As a follow up to your concern that the California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) should be doing 211 
it can to implement the use of the latest devices that could 
reduce traffic accidents and deaths on our freeways when foy 
is involved, I recently shared with Caltrans Director Robert 
Best and Assistant Director for Legislative Affairs Warren 
Weber a computerized data base list of the most recent 
worldwide publications on fog and safety available to the 
Transportation Research Board (TRB), in Washington, D.C. 

I urged Mr. Best and Mr. Weber to have Caltrans staff . 
review the information with an open mind and an eye toward 
adapting any relevant inforr.ation from the TRB to the fog 
situation we have in the San Joaquin Valley in general and 
San Joaquin County in particular. 

I appreciate your ongoing concern about this j.ssue. A s  
soon as I receive a reply from Bob Rest or Warren Weber I 
will share it with you. 

PJ : Icg 



n ,-- 
~ >Prom usc.edu!kjh%pollux.u edu Fri Jun 8 17:21:35 1990 >te frcm n3.XXXXX.COM 

Received: from usc.edu by r,.XXXXX.COM (4.l/S.HI-4.1) 

Received: f r o 3  pollux.usc.edu Ly usc.edu (5.59/SMI-3.ODEV3) id m 1 0 4 6 ;  

Received: by poll*ax.usc.edu (4.1/SMI-3.ODEV3) id AA29697; 

Date: Fri, 8 Jun 90 17:21:24 PDT 
From: kjh%pollur.usc.edu@uzc.edu (Kenneth J. Hendrickson) 
Message-Id: <9006090021.P~29697@poll~.~sc.edu> 
To: mbark@XiCXXX.COM 
Subjecr: Re: Call €or Comment, Ca "Traffic: Advisory Channel" petition 
Newsgroupsr rec.h~ll-ra~o,rec.radio.shortvave,ba.transportation 
In-Reply-To: <7605~xxxxX.xxxxX. CcM> 
Organization: EE-Systems, Univ. of So. Calif., Los Jingelez 

id AA13105; Fri, 8 Jun 90 17321335 PDT 

Fri, 8 Jun 90 17:21:29 PDT 

F r i ,  8 Jun 90 17:21:24 PDT 

In article <7605@XXXXX.>ccxxl<.Cot3> rbarkbXXXXX.COM (Kichael Barkley) writes: 
> [... stuff deleted . . . I  
> --that Citizens Band Radio 
> [..- stuff deleted ... I 
> THEREFORE, we the undersigned people do hereby petition the FCC 
> I . . .  stuff deleted - . . I  

Pardon my bad attitude, but who the h*ll cares about that spectrum 
anymore? Take your petition elsewhere. A feu hams on here are old 
enough to remember when the band was -stolen- from ua. 
petition we're likely to support is a petition to return those 
frequencies to the amateur service. 

The only 

-- 
Ken Xendrickson N8DGN/6 kjh@usc.edu ... !uunet!usc!pollux!kjh 

Path: XXXXX!  x X X X X !  xxxM[. corn!mips ! ames ! ig !mcb 
From: mcb@presto.ig.com W c h a e l  C. Berch) 
Newsgroups: ca.driving,rec.autos.driving,ba.transportation 
Subject: Re: C a l l  for Comnent, CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <Jun.8.11.15,07.1990.12567@presto.ig.co~ 
Date: 8 Jun 90 18:15:08 GMT 
References: <7606@x;cxxX.~.CoM, 
Followup-To: ca-driving 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: IntelliGenetics, Inc., Hountain View, Calif. USA 
Lines: 24 
X r e f :  ?oMxx ca.dzfving:3263 rec.autos.driving:1459 ba.transportation:782 

I think Mike Barkley'a idea of a "Traffic Advisory" channel on CB is a 
good cne, but I don't understand the need for a fancy petition to the 
"Honorable Commissioners of the federal Comunications Commission" and 
all the hifalutin' "We t h e  undersigned" Jtuff. 

The best way to handle thia, is seems to me, is to p i c k  a channel or 
channels, start using it/them, send letters to rhe.CB magazine3 (are 
there any left?), get the word out in the cormr.unity, and voila', 
imtant *Traffic Advisory" channel(3). The *worst* thing to do is to set 
the goverpment involved: the FCC will want to form an advisory 
conunittee, then hold a few years of hearings, and by then nobody will 
be interested anymore. 

I haven't paid any particular attention to C9 in the last 10 years or 
so, but my understanding is that each o f  the long-haul interstates 
still have CB channels i n f o r i n a l l y  a~~ociated with them, and that 
truckers still make extensive use of this to exchange road condition 
information. (I would suggest that Mr. Barkley talk to some 
profeaiional long-haul  trucker^; I strongly suspect that attcrrtpts to 
Solve t h e  problem have already been made. )  . .  . . *  &yh\-b;r b t  p c  1 



Pzth: ~!XXXXX!XXXXX.com!arnes!ucsd!usc!venera.isi.edu!raveling 
From: raveling@isi.edu (Paul Raveling) 
Newsgroups: ca-driving 
Subject: Re: Call for Comment, CE "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <13835@venera.isi.edO 
Date: 8 Jun 90 21:55:30 W 
References: <7606@XX%xx.~.CCt0 <Jun.8.11.15.07.1990.12567@presto.ig.cor 
Sender: neus@venera.isi.edu 
Reply-To: raveling@isi.edu (Paul Raveling) 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: (JSC Infonnation Sciences Institute 
Lines: 28 

In article <3un.8.11.15.07.1990.12567eprgsto,ig.can, mcb@presto.ig.com 
(Michael C. Berch) w r i t e s :  
> I think Mike Barkley's idea of a "Traffic Advisory" channel on CB is c 
> good one, but I don't understand the need for  a fancy petition to tne 
> "fionorable Commissioners of the Federal CoAmunications Conmission" and 
> all the hifalutin' "We the undersigned" stuff. 

There are t w o  issues here that probably call fo r  FCC regulation. 
The one the petition dealt w i t h  was dedication of some 
particular CB channel to this specific use. It's possible 
that this could be done by ppular acclaim, but chances of 
success might be higher if the FCC just dictates its. 

The othcr.issut is that this use calls for broadcasting 
by individual CB stations. Unless the law has changed since I 
was a ham, cnly point-to-point communications are legal for 
CB or the amateur bands. The sole exception is limited 
broadcasting for the purpose of establishing point-to-poict 
communication. Official use of broadcasting on a CB band 
would call for a change in FCC regulations. Unofficially, 
many either ignore or tiptoe around this restriction even 
now. 

Paul Raveling 
Ravcl ing@is i .edu 

P a t h :  ~ ! ~ ! ~ X . c o m ! l l l - w i n k e n ! u u n e t ! s a m s u n g ! u ~ c ! ~ c ~ d ! n e t w o r k . u c a d . e d u ! c c l i t ! d ~ v ~  
From: dave@fpc.com (Dave Smith) 
Newsgroups: ca.driving 
Subject: Re: Call for Comment, CB "Trzffic Advisory Channel" pe t i t i o r .  
Message-ID: <90316celit.fps.coW 
Date: 9 3un 90 00:17:44 GMT 
References: <76068XX-W.rm.COM> < J u n . 8 . 1 1 . I 5 . 0 7 . 1 9 9 0 . 1 2 5 6 7 e p r e j t o . i g . c o ~  <13835@venera 
. isi. edu> 
Sender: daeman0fps.com 
Reply-To: dave@fpa.com (Dave Smith) 
Distribution: usa 
Organixation: FPS Computing Inc., San Diego CA 
Lines: 38 

In article <:3835@venera.i~i.edo> raveling@isi.edu (Paul Raveling) writes: 

There are two issues here that probably call for FCC regulation. 



___ - 
The one the petiticdealt with was dedication of sc*- 
particular C3 chan. . to this specific use. It's pc .ible 
that chis could be done by popular acclaim, but chances of 
success might be higher if the FCC just dictates its. 

How so? I have a ca radio. I know channel 9 is for emergency use, and that's 
about it. When I bought the radio, the pamphlet that came with it said 
that, and that's all. I ' m  not registered with the FCC, they don't send 
out little "CB Radio Usage guides" or anything else. Heck, I don't 
even remember any of t h e  CB lingo t h a t  every  one w a 3  30 fond of back in t h e  
'70'9. 

Lesv governrcent, not more! Having the FCC designate a channel will just mean 
lo-cs  of expense. 

The other issue is that this use calls for broadcasting 
by individual CB stations. Unless the l a w  has changed since I 
was a ham, only paint-to-point communications are legal for 
CB or the amateur bands. The sole exception is limited 
broadcasting for the puzpose of establishing point-to-point 
communication. -Official use of broadcasting on a CB band 
would call for  a change in FCC regulations. Unofficially, 
many either ignore or tiptoe around this restriction even 
now. 

As far as I can tell the FCC has abandoned trying to enforce much of 
anything Lzi CB radio. I know that power limits are often isnored as 
arc language (profane) restrictions. 

-- 
David L. Smith 
FPS Computing, S a n  Diego 
ucsd!celerity!dave or dave@fps.com 
***QUOTE CENSORED BY ORDER OF REV. m*** 

Path: XXXXX!XXXXX!XjO[XX.com!ames!ucsd!usc!aero!faigin 
From: faigin@aerospace.aero.org (Daniel P. Faigin) 
Nevsgroups: ca.driving 
Subject: Re: Call fox Comment, CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <FAIGIN.90Jun8133111@sunstroke.aerospace.aero.org> 
Date: 8 Jun 96 20:31:11 GMT 
References: < 7 6 0 6 @ ~ . ~ . C O b D  <~un.8.11.15.07.1990.12567@presto.ig.co~ 
Sender: news@aerospaca.aero.org 
Followup-To: ca.driving 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: The Aercspnce Corporation, Computer Security Department, El 

Segundo CA 

Lines: 22 
In-reply-to: mcb@presto.ig.com's message of 8 Jun 90 18:lS:OR GMT 

In article <Jun.8.11.15.07.1990.12567~presto.ig~co~~ mcbQpresto.ig.com . 
(Michael C. Berch) writes: 

I 

I haven't paid any particular attention t o  CB in the last 10 year3 or 
30, but my understanding is that each of the long-haul. interstates 
still have CB channels informally associated w i t h  them, arid that 
truckers still make extensive use of this to exchange road condition 
inFc-rnation. 

Well, at least here in Southern California, alcng the 1-405 Twy between the 
San Fernando Valley and LA, ther? is a cllrb called Valley CB-ers (a/k/a "The 
Over The Hill Gang or OTiiG) t h a t  exchanges traffic information using Channel 
14. 

&h"b1+b, 3 



If you want information cn 7 G - X .  drop me a note. ,- 

Daniel 'OthezBeast" Faigin 

(W]:'The Aerospace Carp M1/055 POB 92957 LA, CA 90009-2957 213/336-8228 
[8]:9758 Natick Avenue * Sepulveda CA 91343 818/892-8555 I If you turn ir. 
[Em]:faigin@aerospace.aero.org * Paigin@dockmaster.ncsc.mil I over and don't 
[VmaiL~:213/336-5454 Boxt3149 I l e t  it go, yoti end up upside down 

-- 

Path: ~!XXjCXX!XXX~~.com!mips!zaphod.nps.obio-state.edu!usc!apple!portal!cup.portal.com 
! .ichele-Anr-Cimbala 
Frorn: Michele-ilnn_Cimbalaecl?p.portal.com 
Nevsgroups: rec.radio.shortwave 
Subject: Call €or Comment, CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" Petition 
Message-ID: <30639@cu?.portal.~om> 
Date: 9 Jun 90 02:59:47 GMT 
Distribution: na 
Oryanization: The Portal System (Ri) 
Lines: 75 

Concerning whether the FCC is open to petitions for rulemaking: In a 
word - yes .  Initiation of a rulemaking procedure by an interested 
party can be scught under at least tuo paths - (1) invoking section 
553(e) of the A&nistrative Procedure A c t  and, in this case (2) 
invoking 47 C.F .R.  section 1.401(a) [C.F.R. stands for the Code of 
Federal Regulations]. 

I believe the Achinistrative Procedure A c t  ( M A )  applies to any agency. 
It is a statute (S U.S.C.), passed by Congrelcs, and not merely a rule 
passed by an agency like the CFR regulations. 

Section 553 (e) states: 
Each agency shall give an interested person the right to 
petition for the isauance, amendment, or repeal of a ruie. 

The agency must respond to you as per APA section 555(e) which states: 

Prompt notice shall be given of the denial in whole or 
in part of a written application, petition, or other 
request of an interested person made in connection with 
any agency proceeding. Except in a f f i d n g  a prior 
denial or when the denial is self-explanatory, the 
notice zhall be accompanied by a brief statement of 
the grounds for denial. 

The rules of the FCC parallel t h e  above. 47 CFR 1.401(a)(1979) states 
that eny interested party may petition the C o d a s i o n  for "the 
i3suancc, amendment or repeal" of a rule or regulation. And, 
47 CFR section 1.407 (1979) acknowledges that, when a petition is filed, 
the FCC must determine whether the petition "discloses 
reasons in support of t h e  action requested to justify the institution 
of a rulemaking proceeding. 

sufficient 

If you are really interested in learning how to deal with the FCC, 
a3 an interested party, I recommend you read/suSxribe to Fred Maia'S 
W5YI Report. (P.O. Box 565103, Dallas, TX 75356-5101) 

1 have no monetary interest in t h i s  newsletter except that I ' m  
a very happy sub,criber. It r e p o r t s  on FCC petitions, etc, publishes 
trice a month, $23.OO/year. 

In the Ptrch 1, 1990 i s s u e ,  Fred published excerpts from the recent 
FCC "Notice of Proposed Rulemaking" in which they propose to establish 
a new class of amateur operator license - the codeless license. In 
the fCC's notice, they publish excerpts of 12 petitioners like y J u r s e l f  

1: x h {b I't- bl p. f 



__ _ _ _ - - _ _ _ -  - -._ _-- ----. --- - _- - - -- - - I -- - I_ 

which they received on thi-sue, prior to deciding to a d o m  
the Notice of Proposed Rult ring (NPRH) in that matter. RE -ng 
thcse petitions ahould give you some idea of what kind of 
statements the FCC is looking for from the ‘interested party’ 
so a3 to result in the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. 

Fred Maia states in his newletter that he will send a full-length 
copy of the FCC‘s NPRM €or $1.00 - ask for Docket No. 90-55. 
In t h i s  NPRM, the FCC quoted directed from 12 different petitioners 
from around the country who had petitioned in this issue, and, 
while the topic is not exactly on point with what you want, the 
language in the petitions might be of interest to you. 

I w i s h  you luck. *ABSOLUTELY POSITIVELY NOTRTh’G* of the above 
ahould be construed as legal advice and you are on notice that 
it may all be *WRONG*. I am not a lasryer, nor am I employed by 
any branch of government, execl;tive, legislative, or judicial, and, 
in particular, not by any of the following agencies: 

<insert your favorite three initials here>. 

I just  think shortwave and CB i s  fun and I ’ m  studying for  my 
amateur license. 

So, with those thoughts in mind, have a nice day and I hope 
your team wins. :> 

Michele 
Michele A. Cimbala8cup.portal.com 

Path: XXXXX!rnbark 
?ram: mbarkeXXXXX.COM (Michael Barkley) 
Newsgroups: rec.ham-radio,rtc.radio.shortvave,ca-driving,ba.transportation,~ac.~rg-se~ 
fces,rtc.autos.driving 
Subject: Re: Call for Comment, CB “Traffic Advisory Channel“ petition 
Messege-ID: < 7 6 1 7 @ x x x x x . ~ . C o M >  
Date: 11 Jun 90 19:30:44 GMT 
References: <7605@XXXXX.XxxXX.COD <25212@usc.edu> 
Followup-To: poster 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: XxxXX, xXXXX, CA 
Lines: 94 
f i e f :  xXXXX rec.ham-rad.i0:21923 rec.radio.ahortwave:2400 ca.driviny:3277 ba.trsnsportation 
: t 8 6  ~sc.unerg-services:lO8~ rec.aotos.driving:lSOS 

> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
3 
> 

In article <25212@usc.eau>, kjh@pollux.usc.edu (Kenneth J. Heridrickson) writea: 
Xn art ic le  <76058xxXXX.XXXXX.C0!0 rrbark@XXXXX.CCX (Michael Barkley) writes: - 
> [. .. stuff deleted ...) 
> --that C i t i z e n s  Band Radio 
> [... stuff deleted . . . I  
> THEREFORE, w e  the undersigned people do hereby petition the FCC 
> [... stuff deleted . . . I  

Pardon my bad attitude, but who the h*ll cares about that spectrum 
anymore? Take your petition e l s e w h e r e .  A few hams on here are old 
enough to remember when the band was -stolen- from us. 
petition we‘re likely to support i3 a petition to return those 
frequencies to the amateur service.  

The only 

Ken Hendrickson N8DGN/6 kjh@uuc.edu ... !uunet!usc!pollu!kjh 
The clcsest I have gotten to ham radio is listening to my brother‘s hobby 
B J  I was growing up (it‘s been awhile, K6R00, Walnut Creek). I waz unaware 
that CB chan?cls were stolen from the ham3 and did not mean to provoke 

LZ->fLibYt-D,pt5 



h o s t i l i t y  wi th  ny p o s t i n g . T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  r easons  I poste ,"y r e q u e s t  to 
- rec. hart-radio : 

1) You a l l  have FCC exper ience  and you might be a b l e  t o  he lp  wi th  form 
and conten t ,  

2 )  Y o u  a i l  have FCC exper ience  and you might be  able t o  o f f e r  c o n s t r u c t i v e  
advice  on whether or not  t h e  FCC would be respons ive ,  etc.,  and 

3 )  A t  l e a s t  i n  my minimal experience,  t h e  ham community has  always been 
ve-y suppor t ive  of  t h e  use of t h e  a i r r a y s  t o  save  lives and a v e r t  
d i s a s t e r .  

Ovez t h e  p a s t  t u o  y e a r s  I have been i n  t h e  middle o f  m u l t i p l e - v e h i c l e  
cha in - reac t ion  c o l l i s i o n s  i n  t h e  fog i n  t h e  San Joaquin  Val ley .  On 
12/18/89 t h e  p i l e u p s  t o t a l e d  bone 50 veh ic l e s ,  sect 30 people  t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l ,  and one t o  t h e  rnorqce - t h e  guy who died was less t h a n  a 
hundred yazda behind me. On 12/14/88 t h e  p i l e u p s  t o t a l e d  30 v e h i c l e s ,  
s e n t  29 people  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  and one t o  t h e  morgue - t h i s  guy was 
also l e v s  t h a n  a hundred yards behind m e .  On 12/1C/89 I watched a 
car c l imb  ove r  ano the r  one t w o  cars behind me ,  and b u r s t  i n t o  f lames.  
I watched a h a l f  dozen i n d i v i d u a l  c o l l i s i o n s  next  t o  m e  on 1-5 and 
heard ano the r  h a l f  dozen back i n  t h e  fog.  

W e  a l l  know t h e  cause  of such c o l l i s i o n s  are t h a t  m o t o r i s t s  a r e  
sing t o o  fast for c o n d i t i o n s .  But t h e r e  i s  ano the r  cause  a s  w e l l .  

i n s t a l l i n g  such systems on t h e  San Francisco Bay Bridge, and i s s u i n g  
p r e s s  r e l e a s e s  about  i n s t a l l i n g  them a t  I-680/SR-24, and a long  o t h e r  
f reeways i n  t h e  Bay A r e a  t o  reduce congestion. They have informed m e  
d i recr t ly ,  and through my Assemblyman, t h a t  t hey  do no t  have t h e  money 
.'c h s t a l l  such s y s t a  in t h e  Central. Valley t o  save  l i v e s ,  a l though  
t h e y  do  have t h c  money to i n s t a l l  them f o r  convenience of t h e  motor ing  
p u b l i c  in t h e  Bay k e a .  

I had hoped t h a t  as a n  i n t e r i m  measure, CB could  he lp .  On 
12/18/89 t h e r e  uere many l a r g e  t r u c k s  involved, some j ackkni fed ,  one 
Clipped completely over on its back (he was cited,  bu t  no t  for t h e  
mans laughter  t h a t  r e s u l t e d ) ,  and so on. The c o l l i s i o n s  had 
gone on f o r  some 10 t o  15 minutes  be fo re  I a r r i v e d  on t h e  scene.  I 
was d o i n g  30-35 mph ( s c s r e d  o u t  of my w i t s )  and b a r e l y  had t i m e  t o  s t o p .  
It seems t h a t  CB might be  t h e  b e s t  way t o  ge t  t h e  warnings o u t  t o  t h e  
t r u c k e r s  and o t h e r s  w i th  CB r a d i a s  t o  fu rn i sh  t h i s  warning of t h e  
o b s t r u c t i o n  ahead, and reduce t h e  p i l i n ~  on t h a t  follows such i n i t i a l  
c o l l i s i o n s .  It might also be one of t h e  bes t  ways t o  g a i n  con3ensus 
among motorists i n  t h e  fog  on what t h e  maximum safe speed  is, i n c l u d i n g  
f r a  t h a t  "Pic 'n Save" b i g  rig engaged i n  a 7 0  mFh speed c o n t e s t  w i th  a 
jacked-up 4 w d  pickup i n  40 mph fog westbound on SR 1 2 0  a t  A i rpo r t  Way at 
8:15 a.m. on 12/20/89. For i n s t ance .  

(Beyond t h a t ,  I would look forward t L  t h e  day when I would be 
a b l e  t o  g a i n  advance n o t i c e  of t r a f f i c  t i e -ups ,  know s p e c i f i c a l l y  
where t h e  o t h e r  end of  t h e  jam is, and what caused i t ,  and more 
e f f i c i e n t l y  s e l e c t  an a l t e r n a t e  rou te . )  

? l i t  without  some sort  of channel  s p e c i f i e d  f o r  " t r a f f i c  
advisory" ,  acconipanicd by s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  of t h e  users, I doubt 
t h a t  it would work. I know of no way to ge t  a c o n s e n s u ~  among CC 
u s e r s  t o  agree  on rulemaking without t h e  FCC i n t e r v e n i n g  and doirig 
f o r  t h e  comiuni ty .  

H o w  about i t ,  h m u ?  Is t h l 3  idea worth your suppor t?  Can 
you he lp?  

--Mike 

[my employer ha3 been s e l e c t i v e l y  suppor t ive  of t h e s e  v iewpoin ts  



-- -- -___---- - ---_ _ _  __-_----- _-- - - - -----_-I-. -_I_- - - 
but bas not endorsed the c-ent of this posting] 

[contra,st this with the wonderful suggestions from Michele Ann Cimbala 
at Message-ID: <30639@cup.portal.com> in rec.radio.shortwave. 
Thank you so much, Michele! We will be pursuing those avenues.] 

>From cbnewsl.att.com!grk Tue Jun 12 07:13:27 1990 remote from ns.XjOCjO[.COM 
Received: from att-in.att.com by ns,XXxXx.COM (4.1/SM1-4.1) 

Message-Id: <9@0~121413.~13199&ns.X3WM.COM> 
Date: Tue, 12 Jun 90 09:57:16 EDT 
Prom: grkeattunir.att.com (George R Kuntz) 
To: xnbark@XXXXX . COM 
Subject: Re: Call for Comment, CB "Traffic Advisory Channel' petition 
Nevsgroups: rec.ham-radio,rec.rad~o.shortuave,ca.~riving,ba.transportatio~,~sc-~~rg-ser~ 
ices,rec.autos.driving 
In-Reply-To: <7617@XXXXX.XXXXX.COlD 
References: <76Cs@XXXXX.xXXXX.COM> <25212@usc.edu> 
Organization: ATST Bell Laboratories 
cc : 

id AA13199; Tue, 12 Jun 90 07:13:27 PDT 

I think yo3 have a good idea! I don't own a CB radio, but i f  your 
idea takes hold, I'll consider buying one for each car. -- 

G. Ralph Kuntz, M.S., N2HBN, EMT-A, EIEIO grk@attunix.att.com 

From rnjbarkl W e d  Jun 13 12:47 PDT 1990 
To: XXXXX!att-in .att - com! grkeattunix.att .corn 
S u b j e c t :  CB "Traffic Advisory Channel- petition 

> I think you have a good idea! 
> idea takes hold, I'll consider buying one for each car. 

Hi Ralph, thanks for your note. 

I don't own a CB radio, but if your 

You wouldn't happen to be in N e w  Jersey, would you? If I remember 
correctly there have been some horrendous pileups in the f o g  on the 
Garden State Freeway over the  past feu decades. If you are there, or 
know ariybody there I would appreciate i n f o  on when they were and near 
what towns or cities w i t h  newspapers they were. 

In general, I've found newspapers very supportive of improving traffic 
controls in the fog to stop these pileups, but the trick is to get 
them proposals they can believe in. 

--Mike 

>From PRC.Unisys.COM!darre'l Tue Jun 12 09:40:24 1990 remote from ns.XaCXX.COM 
Received: f r o m  burdvax.PRC.Unisys.COM by ns.XXXXX.COM (4.1/SMI-4.1) 

id AA14828; Tue, 12 Jun 90 09:40:24 PDT 
Received: from bigburd.PRC.Unisys.COM by burdvax.PRC.U:'isys.COM (5.61/ds/3.0) 

id -15143; Tue, 12 Jun 90 12:40:21 -0400 
P.eceived: by bigburd.PRC.Unisys.COM (5.61/Domain/jpb/2.9) 

id AA15235; Tue, 12 Jun 90 12:40:14 -0400 
Date: Tue, 12 J u n  90 12:40:14 -0400 
From: darrel@PRC.Uniays.CCN (Darrcl J. Van Buer) 
Message-Id: < 9 0 0 6 1 2 1 6 4 0 . ~ ~ 1 5 2 3 5 @ D i g b u r d . P R C . U n i s y s . C 0 1 0  
To: inbark@XiCXXX.COM 
Subject :  Re: Call f o r  Comment, CB "Traffic Advisory C h a n n e l "  petition 
Nevsgroups: rec.h~-ra~io,rec.radio.3hortu~ve,ca-drivi~g,ba.transportati~n,~3c-e~~~~-serv 
ices,rec.autos.driving 
In-Reply-To: <7617@XXCCX.XXXXX.COt-D 
References: < 7 6 0 5 @ X X X X X . j o C x X X . C 0 ~  <25212@usc.edu> &Y h;b I?- 0, p 7 



n . organization: unisys Corpc-ion, Culver City, a 
. cc: 

I missed your original proposal, but will make a couple of connrents: 
CB channels 9 and 19 are already designated f o r  activity somewhat like what 
you propose (I think). 

When C5 exploded in popularity during the oil embargo, the FCC really lost 
almost all control of the band, they were so inundated, they even gave up on 
formal licensing (I can remember when you had to be 18 and send in an 
application to be legal). With their limited manpower, about all they do on 
C3 is suppress the most blatant sale and use of illegal amplifiers (in the 
last year, I rememberr two CB actions making the ham news channels: one w a s  
someone cperating 10,000 watts on CB [even ham gear is limited to 1,500 
watts, and the CB limit i s  5 o r  6 watts!!], the other was a dealer in 
northern Calif. selling illegal amps. 
You will never get the FCC to enforce more than the most blatant violations 
of the rules. 
The service rules for CB are pretty broad (except the limit to short range), 
so that you probably would not need FCC permission to set up such an 
advisory [you should be able to get a brief copy of the CB rules from most 
CB dealers to check]. 

I would suggest that a reasonable course would be to raise money and support 
from a few CB and auto clubs for advertising and billboards on 1-5 saying 
samething like: 
*In heavy fog? Get on CB channel 9 to report it (and listen for fog ahead)" 

If tho CB users don't/won't allow such use o f  the channel despite the rules, 
I'm afraid you're just stuck. 

Your chances are better now that a f e w  years ago (CB has died down a little) 
and I wish you luck. 

K I 6 V Y  (ham), Darrel J. Van Buer 

Path: XXXXX!XXXXX!XXXXX.com!ames!ucsd!sdd.hp.com!samsung!cs.utexas.edu!ter~ell!uudell!ninj 
a!root 
From: root@ninja.dell.com (Randy Davis) 
Newsgroups: ca-driving 
Subject: Re: Call for Connnent, CB "Tzaffic Advisory Channel" petition 
Summa-: What's wrong with channel 19? 
Message-ID: <6235@uudell.dell.com> 
Date: I1 Jun 90 15:06:03 GMT 
Sender: newseuudell.dell.com 
Reply-To: rjd~ninja.dell.com8uudell.dell-dell.com 
Ristribution: usa 
Organization: Dell Computer Corp.,  Austin TX 
Lines: 16 

In article <Jun.8.11.15.07.1990.12567epresto.ig.com mcb@presto.ig.com (Michael C. Berch) 

11 think.Mike Barklev's' idea of a "Traffic Advisory" channel on CB'is a 
!good one, but I don't understand the need for a fancy petition to the 
1"Honorable Commissioners of the Federal Comunications Commission" and 
la11 the hifalutin' "We the undersigned" stuff. 

. writes : 

I agree ... What's wrong with channel 19? Last few trips I used a CR (a 
f e w  months back), channel 19 still has the most traffic and most of it about 
traffic conditions, most notably police presence. I don't see how making it 
"off ic ial" w i l l  change anything. The most common user's of CB radios are the 
truckers, and they all u3e 19 for traffic and general making contact with 
friends. Host conversations are taken to another channel, leavinq it open for 
traffic and police information. 

. .. . 



Randy Davis -- /1 W C P :  rjd@n'-a.dell.com 

>From pc.usl.edu!jpd Tue Jun 12 09:50:21 1990 remote frcm n3.xxXXx.COM 
Received: from pc.usl.edu by ns.X;CGW.COM (4.1/Sl.II-4 -1) . 

Received: by pc.usl.edu (5.61/1.34) 

Date: Tue, 12 Jun 90 11:50:05 -0500 
From: jpd@pc.usl.edu (jpd Dugal James P.) 
Message-Id: <9006121650.~A02305@pc.usl-edu> 
To: mbark@)CCXXX.CM3 
Subject: Xe: C a l f  for Comment, CB 'Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 
Newsgroups: rec.ham-radio,rec.radio.shortvave,ca.driving,ba.~ranspo~ation,~sc.e~e:g-ser~r 
ices, rec.autos .driving 
In-Reply-To: <7617@xXXXX.-.CW 
References: < 7 6 0 5 e x x x x X . ~ . C o M >  <25212@usc.edu> 
Organization: Univ. o f  Southwestern La., Lafayette  
cc: 

id AAl4974; Tue, 12 Jun 90 09:50:21 PDT 

id -02305; Tue, 12 Jun 90 11:50:05 -0509 

Mike, doesn't CB channel 19 come close to what you are asking? Around here 
it seems to be monitored for radar trap info, and would seem to be the place 
to hear about traffic tie-ups, etc. 

The problem uith CB is the lack of discipline; someone playing Country & 
Western music can render a channel uselesz fo r  miles around. Ch 9 
w a s  supposed to be for emergency use; some radios will switch to ch 9 when 
they detect activity on the channel. 

I don'ic have much hope for a service such as you describe working out. 

-- 
-- James Dug&, NSKNX Internet: jpd@usl.edu 
Associate Director Ha. packet: n5knx@w5ddl 
Computing Center US Mail: PO Box 42770 Lafayette, LA 70504 
University of Southwestern LA. Tel. 318-231-6417 U.S.A. 

>From LKEa.BYU.EDU!LDG Tue Jun 12 10:04:16 1990 remote from ns.XXMCX.COM 
Received: from CC.UTAH.EDU by ns.XXXXX.COE! (4.1/SMI-4.1) 

id AA15121; Tue, 12 3un 90 10:04:16 PDT 
Received: from luke.byu.edu by CC.UTAH.EDU; Tue, 12 Jun 90 11:Q2 MDT 
D a t e :  Tue, 12 Jun 90 1 1 : O l  MST 
From: -Lyle D. Gunderson" <LDG@LUKE.BW.EDU> 
Subject: CR proposal to FCC 
To: mbark~xxxxx.COM, kjh@pollu...usc.edu 
Message-Id: <7EA43D621F7F6010E3@LUKE.RYU.EDU, 
X-Znvelope-To: mbark@XXXXX.COM 
X-Vms-To: IN$"mbark%XXXXX.COM@cc.~tah.eciu~ 
X-Vms-Cc: IN%'kjh%pollux.usc.edu@cc.utah.edu* 

I l i k e  and will support your proposal regarding a CB advisory channel. 
Ignore idiots like Hendrickson. He is what w e  hams c l l l  a 'lid'-- 
soniebody to be ashamed of. An embarrassmeat to the mateur radio SERVICE, 
whose reason for existence is, in part, public service. A5 in, help ing  
- YOU- out. 
Keep up the gGod work! 

Lyle I?. Gunderson N6KSZ I "Any technoloky without I ldg@yoda . byu. edu 
350 C B / B W  j sone attendant r i - s k  of misuve 1 CIS: 73760,2354 
Provo m 84502 I is probably t r i v i a l "  1 GEn ie : L .  GLWDEFSON 

I --Louise K o h l  1 AO: LGunderson 



--___ . -  _ _  _ _  _. - ... ~ - 
>From wyse!wyse.corn!steveu--$ue 3un 12 09:44:08 1990 remote..Tcom nips 

Received: by yse.wyse.com (4.0/Wyse rcaster/5-13-88) 
id AA22180; Tue, 12 3un 90 09:31:08 PDT 

Date: Tue, 12 Jun 90 09:31:08 PDT 
From: mips!wyse.com!stevew (Steve Wilson ~ 2 5 8 0  dept303) 
Mes~age-Id: <9006121631.~22180@yrse .wyse .com> 
To: mips!XXAXX.COM!mbark 
Subject: Re: Call for Coment, CB “Tzaffic Advisory Channel“ petition 
t:ewsgroups: rec.ham-radis,rec.radio.shortwave,ca.d~ivi~g,ba.transpo~~ti~n,~~sc-e~e~g-serv 
ices,rec.autos.driving 
In-Reply-To: <7617@-. x;GGM. COM> 
References: <76059WXKX.XX;uac.cot.i> <25212@usc.edu> 
Organization: Wyse Technolocyf 

b -  Redeived: by ui.ip.com ( 5 i t  14/1-11) id AA17649: Tue, 12 J r  10 09:44:08 -0700 

Bad-Cc : 

I n  article <7617@XXXXX.XXxXX.COM> you write: 
>The closest I have gotten to ham radio is listening to my brother’s hobby 
>as I was growing up (it’s been awhile, K6R00, Walnut Creek). I was unaware 
>that CB channels were stolen from the hams and did not mean to provoke 
>hostility with my posting. There are three reasons I posted my reqcest to 
>rec.ham-radio: 

Please note that Ken is one of o u r  local extremists ;-) 
> 
>Over the past two years I have been in the middle of multiple-vehicle 
>chain-reaction collisions in the fog in the San Joaquin Valley. On 
>12/18/89 the pileups totaled some 60 vehicles, sent 30 people to the 
>hospital, and one to the morgue - the guy who died was less than a 
>hundred yards behind me. 

Oddly enough I believe the #2 or 13 car in the pile up was KJ6CW who 
is a local emergency co-ordinator for ARES here in S C V . ,  The entire 
vehicle was filled with ham3 though I ’m not real sure they were 
in any shape to help at that point ... All are ok, but were real 
shaken up. Their vehicle did a complete role if I recall correctly .... 
> We all know the cause of such collisions are that motorists are 
>going too fast for conditions. But there is another cause as well. We 

-have the technology available to advise motorists of the maximum safe 
!-, >speed for conditions, out there, in the fog, where it counts. We have 

--- 
< 

>the technology available to warn motorists when they are exceeding those 
CalTrans is- 

>installing such systems on the San Francisco Bay Bridge, and issuing 
>pres3 releases about installing them at 1-680/SR-24, and along other 
>freeways in the Bay A r e a  to reduce congestion. They have informed mc 
>directly, and through my Assemblyman, that they do not have the money 
>to instas1 such systems in the Central Valley to Save lives, although 
>they do have the money to i n s t a l l  t h e m  for convenience of t h e  motoring 
>publ ic  in the Bay Area. 
> 
> stuff deleted ... 
> 
> But without some sort of channel specified for “ t r a f f i c  
>advijory”, accompanied by self-discipline of the users, I doubt 
>that it would work. I kcow o f  no way t o  get a consensu3 among CB 
>users to agree on ru1emakir.g without the FCC intervening and doing 
>for the community. 

‘3speeds, and ne have it available to enforce the speeds. 

The problern(as viewed from the han world with PLOT of bias) is that 
the CB service has NO discipline. This isn’t absolutely true as 
demonstrated by the multitude o f  REACT teams throughout the 
country. However, the use of CB f o r  much of anything really 
constructive just isn’t conceivable to ne at this time . . . . . j  ust 
listen to the use the CB channels receive in any o f  the big 
cities in CA and you‘ll begin to share my opinion. A 3  you say 



.-. 
it would t ake  "self-disci~-e"  which t h a t  s e r v i c e  r e a l l y  h ' t  

'demonstrated i n  l a rge  quan i i e s .  Good luck ... 
Steve Kx6S 

From mjbsrkLTue 3un 12 11:24 PDT 1 9 9 0  
To: XXXXX!mips!vyse.cum!stevew 
Subject:  CB "Traff ic  Advisory Channei" i n  t h e  F03 

0 Please note t h a t  Ken is  one of oar local extremists  ;-) 

Thanks. B u t  he also opened t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  for response, so he has 
his uses. .  . - 
0 The problem(as viewed from t h e  haz world w i t h  ALOT of bias)  i s  t h a t  
0 t h e  CB service has NO d i sc ip l ine .  

Truer most CB is junk radio,  but it seems t o  m e  t h a t  under t h e  type of 
condi t ions that ex i s t ed  12/18/89 moat of t h e  nonsense would be set a s i d e  
because of the sheer white-knuckle t e r r o r .  One can hope. Anything 
would be b e t t e r  than g e t t i n g  squashed i n  t h e  melee once a year. 

0 This i s n ' t  absolutely t r u e  as 
0 demonstrated by t h e  multi tude of REACT teams throughout t he  
0 country. 

I have joined REACT and asked them for t h e i r  support .  S t i l l  waiting. 
Also, CRASH out of San Francisco. Abuses of Channel 9 draw immediate 
fire and most of t h e  pe rpe t r a to r s  give it up f r o m  what I have seen. 
Perhaps t h e  se l f -d i sc ip l ine  could be extended. 

0 >Over t h e  past  two years  I have been i n  t h e  middle of multiple-vehicle 
0 >chain-reaction c o l l i s i o n s  i n  t h e  fog i n  t h e  San Johquin Valley. On 
0 >12/18/89 the  p i l eups  totaled some 60 veh ic l e s ,  s en t  30 people t o  t h e  
0 >hospital ,  and one to the morgue - t h e  guy who died was less than a 
<> >hun&ed yards behind m e .  
0 
<> Oddly enough I be l i eve  t h e  #2 or 8 3  car in t h e  pile up was KJ6CW who 
<> is a l o c a l  emergency co-ordinator for ARES here in SCV. The e n t i r e  
0 veh ic l e  was f i l l e d  with hams though I'm not real suze they were 
0 i n  any shape t o  help at t h a t  p o i n t  ... All are ok, but  were r e a l  
0 shaken up. T h e i r  vehicle d i d  a complete r o l e  i f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y  .... 
I f  they  w e r e  #2 or #3 they w e r e  1 - 1 / 4  miles and 10-15 e n u t c v  ahead of 
m e  if you ge t  my point .  CHP knew, CalTrans knew, hundreds of people 
knew, members of t h e  leading edge of publ ic  comunica t ions  (hams, whom 
I respect  and admire) k n e w ,  and t h e  s y s t e m  w a s  not  i n  place t o  pass t h e  
information back d o w n  t h e  line. Aargh!  We're a bunch Of t e c h n o l o g i c a l  
dummies! 

Do YOU t h i n k  KJ6CW and friends uould add t h e i r  o p i n i o n  and s u p p o r t ?  
would you ask them? 

If a hundred of us who have been through thi3 g o t  together, w e  could 
change things.  There's a dozen or 30 of u s  now, ~ n o s t l y  focusing on the 
t r a f f i c  control  aspects, b u t  i f  t h e  hams could j o i n  u s  w e  could  really 
accompl i sh  something. 

-+Like 

P r o m  mjbarkl Tue Juri  1 2  i2:06 2 D T  1 9 9 0  
To: XXXXX!PRC.linisys.COM!darrel 
Subject: CB " T r a f f i c  Advisory Channel" pezition 



-_ _- _ - _ _  _ _  - _ _  - . -_- .- - . 
n 

Hi, Darrel. Thanks for yT note. Guts of the posting w a  9 follows: 

cut--- --- 

cut --- --- [PETITION] 

... and I was looking for  coment on the wording, feasibility, etc, I've 
received quite a b i t .  '. 

>I missed your original proposal, but will make a couple of comments: 
>C9 channeis 9 and 19 are already designated f o r  activity somewhat like what 
>you propose (I think). 

My brother tells me it'a Chaanel 17 up here, and one clcb in LA uses 14. 

>You will never get the FCC to enforce more than the most blatant violations 
>of the rules. 

Actually I w a s  looking for the designation. 
pretty quick, and during fog-bound white-knuckle driving I would suspect 
that this sort of a-channel would approach that level of self-discipline. 
One can hope, anyway. 

>I w o d d  suggest that a reasonable course would be to raise money and support 
>from a f e w  CB and auto clubs for advertising and billboards on 1-5 saying 
>something like: 
>*In heavy fcg? Get on CB channel 9 to report it (and listen for fog ahead)" 

That's for emergeacies, though. I want to know what's going on before the 
emergency and I don't think the usage would be wide-spread enough unless 
there were some sort of traffic advisory plum to attract the novice 
listener/observer. 

Abusers Of 9 get dumped on 

Billboards along that stretch of the 1-5/1-205 run 
$3,000 minimum up-front ccst. I though this would 

Thanks for your comments. Please send more as you 

--Mike 

$1,100 a month, with a 
be cheaper. 

come up with them. 

Path: XXXXX!mbark 
Fro.-.-: mbark@XXXXX.COM (Michael Barkley) 
Ntwsgroups: ca.driving,ba.transportation,rec.h~-~adio,rec.~adio.s~ortwav~,~sc.~erg-ser~~ 
ices,rec.autos.driving 
Subject:  3e: Call for Cement, CB "Traffic Adviso-y Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <7626@~.XxxxX.CoM> 
Date: 12 Jun 90 19:22:31 Gt4T 
References: <6235@uudell.dell.com> 
Followup-To: 'poster 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: XXXXX, XXXXX, CA 
Lines:  39 
X r e f :  x%XX ca.driving:3286 ba.transportation:788 rec.ham-radio:21945 rec.radio.shortnave: 
2409 misc.emerg-services:lO89 rec.autos.driving:1518 

In article <6235@uudell.dell.co~, root@ainja.dell.com (Randy Davis) writes: 
> In article <Jun.8.11.15.07.1990.12567@presto.ig.conO mcb@presto.ig.com (Michael C. Berch 
) writes: 
> 11 think Mike Barkley's idea of a "Traffic Advisory" channel on CB is a 
> !good one, but I don't understand t\e need fcr a fancy petition to t h e  
> 1"ffonorable Comissioners of the Federal Communications Commission" and 
> la11 the hifalutin' "We the undersigned" stuff. 

Yeah, but when I address auch commissions with "Hey, diides, get off your 
fannies and do thig!" they seem less responsive. I would be happy to 
listen to one worded with less formality by M r .  Bercl.. A s  long a3 it works. 



-_ ._- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  - - _______.___ --  -- 
/4 - 

3 I agree ... 'What's w r o i - -  with channel  19? L a s t  few tr ip; ,  I used a CB (a 
>few months back) ,  channe l  19 s t i l l  h a s  t h e  most t r a f f i c  and most of it  about  
>traff ic  cond i t ions ,  most no tab ly  p o l i c e  presence .  I don* t  see how making it 

. >.official" w i l l  change anyth ing .  The most conunon use r ' s  of CB r a d i o s  a r e  t h e  
> t rucker3 ,  and t h e y  a l l  use  1 9  f o r  t ra f f ic  and g e n e r a l  making c o n t a c t  w i th  
> f r i e n d s .  Most c o n v e r s a t i o n s  are t aken  t o  ano the r  channel,  l e a v i n g  it open f o r  
> t ra f f ic  and p o l i c e  informat ion .  

I don ' t  see asy problem wi th  Channel 19, bu t  m y  b r o t h e r  says i n  t h i s  a r e a  
it's Channel 1 7 .  Does 19 have some official des igna t ion?  

Danie l  P. Fa ig in ' s  p o o t i n g  < F A I G I N . 9 0 3 u n 8 1 3 3 1 ~ l ~ ~ u n ~ t r o k e . a e r o s p a c e . a e r o ~ o ~ g >  
i n  c a . d r i v i n g  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t :  

" W e l l ,  at least  h e r e  i n  Southern C a l i f g r n i a ,  a long  t h e  1-405 Fwy between t h e  
San Fernando Val ley  and LA, t h e r e  is  a club called Val ley  CB-ers (a/k/a "The 
Over The H i l l  Gang or OTHG) t h a t  exchanges t r a f f i c  in format ion  us ing  Channel 
14.' 

'official" might  h e l p  make it nationwide, and reduce some of t h e  c h a t t e r ,  
no t  to t h e  extremes of Channel 9, bu t  still  p r e t t y  much on t h e  subject. 
Oae argument I would l i k e  to see headed o f f  is t h e  o l d  %ho mde you God" 
nonsense which was why I thought  a n  " o f f i c i a l "  des igna t ion  was impor tan t .  

Thank you for  your  comments and p l e a s e  send more. 

--Mike 

>From portal!cup.portal.com!Duel Tue Jun 12 13:57:48 1990 remote from sun 
Received: from por ta l .WCP by sun.Sun.COM (4.1/SMI-4.1) 

i d  -25531; Tue, 12  Jun  90 13:57:48 PDT 
From: sun!portal!cup.portaJ..com!Duel 
Received: by por t a l . po r t a l . com (1.24) 

Received: by hobo.portal.com (4.0/SMI-4.0) 

TO: XXXXX.COM!mbark (Michasl  Barkley) 
Sub jec t :  Re: Call for Comment, CB 'T ra f f i c  Adgisory Channel" p e t i t i o n  
Lines:  8 
D a t e :  Tue, 12-Jun-90 13:23:33 PDT 
Message-Id: <9006121323.1.142~cup.portal.com> 
X-Origin: The Portal  System (TM) 
X-Possible-Reply-Path: Duel@cup.portal.com 
X-Possible-Reply-Path: sun!portal!cup.portal.con?Duel 

CB Advisory channel  would be very  i n t e r e s t i n g  and I think p r e t t y  h e l p f u l .  
But do you need the FCC t o  o f f i c i a l l y  announce i t?  I t h i n k  it uould be best 
to g e t  some c u r r e n t  CB'ers to say "Lets make t h i s  channe l  ....." and t hen  
t ry  and see how much suppor t ' you  get, i f  there is enough support, then it  
w i l l  be worth pursu ing .  So basically, i f  i was d r i v i n g  a long ,  saw an accident 
that was ho ld ing  ~p t r a f f i c ,  I could g e t  on to  channel  xx and say t o  avoid 
t h e  area, right? I think that i a  a p r e t t y  good idea and when t r a f f i c  i s  at 
i ts  worse, you can ccun t  on t h e  CB. B u t  how can we get this i n t o  e f f e c t ?  

id -27455; Tue, 12 Jun  90 13:23:38 PDT 

id -3353; Tue, 12 Jun  90 13:23:36 PDT 

From uucp Tue Jun  1 2  18:18 EDY 1990 
>From uucp Tue Jun 1 2  15:19 PDT 1990 remote from XXXXX 
>From uucp Tue Jun 1 2  15:19 PDT 1990 remote from XYXXX 
>From uucp Tue  Jun 1 2  15:18 PDT 1990 remote from XjoCxX 
>From ih lp l !waco  Tue J u n  3.2 14:27 CDT 1990 remotc f r o m  a t t  
E r o m :  ih lp l !wJco  (John L BroGghton +I 708 713 4319) 
To: att !XXXXX.COM!mbark 
Sub jec t :  Re: C a l l  for Comment, CR " T r a f f i c  Advijiory C h a n n e l "  p e t i t i o n  



c. 
. .  Mark, - . .  

I did not read your original posting to- rec.han-radio as I usually 
avoid any CB postings. I did, howe~er, read your answer to Ken 
Hendrickzon's (N8DGN/6) flame. From that I got the general idea of 
what you had proposed. 

Here are a feu of my thoughts on the general idea as to why they 
won't work.  I think your idea is sound, but doubt there is any way 
to implement any kind of individual radio solution. 

1. 

2. 

3 .  

4 .  

The 'iCC is degregulating radio services. Don't expect them to 
be receptive to creating new services, rules. They don't care 
to a d d r e s s  widespread blatant v i o l a t i o n  of amateur rules at 
present; one response ha3 been to ask the American Radio Relay 
L e a v e  what it is going to d o  about illegal third party traffic 
on the amate'clr bands. The FCC doesn't want to enforce its own 
rules - 
Everyone on the freeway w i l l  never buy a radio, CB or other kind. 
T h i s  negates the purpose of your idea. 

Assudng everyone had a CB and had it tuned to the weather 
advisory channel, many j e r k s  would not pay attention anyway. 

Having seen CB degenerate a number of years ago,  just before I 
got my m t e u r  license, I truly believe CB serves no useful 
purpose; it used to, however. 

I hate driving in fog. I have seen the result of chain reaction 
accidents on expressways. My best advice is to do what I do when 
I encounter fog on a lizted-access highway; SLOW DOWN, KEEP YOUR 
EYES OPEN AND GET OFF ON THE FIRST EXIT YOU COME TO. 

This is not meant to be a flame, just my personal opinion. 
you get useful  suggestions on how to petition the FCC, just don't e-xpect 
much i n  the way of help from them. Your idea is not without merit. 

I hope 

John L. Broughton wB9VGJ 
AT&T Bell Laboratories 
1200 E. Warrenville Road 
Naperville, IL 60566-7045 
(708) 713-4319 
john.l.broughton@att.com 
att!john.l.brouqhton 

from mjbarkl Wed Jun 13 12:06 PDT 1990 
To: XXXXX!att!ihlpl!waco 
S u b j e c t :  CB "Traff ic  Advisory Channel" petition 

Hi, John. Thanks for  your note .  

>I did not read your original posting to rec.han-radio as I u s u a l l y  
>avoid any CB post.ings. 

G u t s  o f  the posting was as follows: 

--- cut--- 
--- cut*--- 

I PET IT ICN ] 

... and I was 1cok. ing  for conunent on the wording, feasibility, etc. I r v e  

received quite a bit. Ekhihxt b, p, 14 
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The FCC is degregu; Ing radio services.. Don't ewe,- them to- 
be receptive to creating new services, rules. They don't care 
€0 address widespread blatazit violation of amateur rules at 
present; one response has been to ask the American Radio Relay 
League what it is going to do about illegal third party traffic 
on the amateur bands. The FCC doesn't w a n t  to enforce its oun 
rules. 

That's what I've been hearing. Yet I was hoping that merely the designation 
of a channel would be followed by the kind of support REACT has maintained 
for channel 9 ar.d the self-discipline that does seexi to govern the uae 
people make of that channel now. 

> 2. Everyone on the freeway will never buy a radio, CE or other kind. 
> ~ This negates the purpose of you= idea. 

I'm net so sure. Driving in Central Valley tule fog is such a white-knuckle 
experience that it might catch on. But I wasn't necessarily looking for 
unanimous subscription, I am as happy to listen to the current CB 
community in the fog (especially truckers), but would like their bt;y-in 
on a nationwide channel designation which I don't think I could get without 
a general designation fromthe FCC. 

> 3 .  Assuming everyone had a CB and had it tuned to the weather 
> advisory channel, many jerks uould not pay attention anyway. 

"Traffic Advisory' not -weather advisory', although weather is a factor. 
And if w e  had one, monitored, one of the messages I w o u l d  broadcast 
would include descriptions of vehicles being driven in such a fashion 
as to be a deadly threat to those down the road (you know, the ='many 
j e r k s ' ) .  

> 4 .  H a v i n g  seen CB degenerate a number of years ago8 j d s t  before I 
> got my amateur license, I truly believe CB serves no useful 
> purpose; it used to, however. 

Regrettably true, but at this point I'm reaching for what I can get 
just to live through next sinter's fog season. 

> I hate dxiving in fog. I have seen the result of chain reaction 
> accidents on expressways. My best advice is to do what I do when 
> I eccounter fog on a limited-access highway; SLOW DOWN, KEEP YOUR 
> EYES OPEN AND GET OFF ON THE FIRST EXIT YOU COME TO. 

You are, of course, correct. But good ol'XXXXX doesn't want me 
taking 20-30 days off every winter on accounta fog. SO I ' m  looking 
to make it safer until we all get coordinated proximity and speed control 
systems. 

Thank you. Please send more conmrents. 
--Mike 

>From cod.nosc.mil!medin Tue Jun 12 17:23:54 1990 remote from ns.XXXXX.COM 
Received: f r o m  cod.nosc.mil by ns.X;UMX.COM (4.1/SMI-4.1) 

Received: by cod.nosc.mil (5.59/1.27) 

Date: TueD 12 Jun SO 17:23:46 PDT 
Frcn: medin@cod.nosc.mil (Ted Plcdin) 
Message-Id: <9006130023.AA03362@cod.nosc.nil> 
To: mbark@XWUCX.COM 
S u b j e c t :  Re: Call for Comment, C a  " T r a f f i c  Advisory C h a n n e l "  p e t i t i o n  
Kewsgroups: r e c . h ~ ~ - r a d i o , r e c . r a d i o . s h o r t u a v e , c ~ . ~ = i v i n ~ D b a . t ~ a n ~ ~ o r ~ a t i o ~ ~ ~ ~ c . e ~ r g - ~ e r - ~  
ice3,rec.autos.driving 

id AA22686; Tue, 12 Jun 90 17:23:54 PDT 

id AR03362; Tue, :2  Jun 90 17:23:46 PDT 

In-Reply-To: <7617eXXXXX.XXXXX.COM> FghtLli D, p, I5 



- ---- - ~ - - - - -  - ---- ---- I_ _ _ _ -  --  -- ___ ~ _ _  __ 
References: < 7 6 0 5 @ x X X X X . ~ . C o M >  <25212@usc.edu> ,--- 

-Organization: hTaval Ocean stems Center, San Diego 
cc : 

Congratulations you handled the  flare well and your point is w e l l  taken, 
k e e p  up the good work. 
73, ted 
n6trf 

From cs.unc.edu!hardarso Wed 3un 13 06:33:42 1990 remote from ns.XX?CX;C.COM 
Received: fram mcnc.rncnc.org by ns.XXXXX.COM (4.1/SMI-4.1) 

id -01614; Wed, 13 Jun  90 06:33:42 FDT 
Received: from currituck.cs.unc.edu by mcnc.mcnc.org (5.59/MCNC/S-16-88) 

i d  -03973; Wed, 13 Jun 90 09:33:45 EDT 
Received: from ueias.cs.unc.edu by currituck.cs.unc.edu (5.61/UNC-02-28-90! 

id -12243; Wed, 13 Jun 90 09:32:45 -0400 
Received: by ueiss.ca.unc.edu (5.61/UNC-02-28-90) 

id JU06932; Wed, 13 Jun 90 09:32:42 -0400 
Date: Wed, 13 Jun 90 09:32:42 -0400 
From: Kari Hardarson <hardarso@cs.unc.edtD 
Message-Id: <9006131332.AA069328weiss.cs.unc.edu> 
To: mbark@CCCUC.COM 
Subject: Re: Call for Comment, CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" p e t i t i o n  
Newsgroup3: ca.driving,ba.transportation,rec.h~-radio,rec.radio.sho~twave,~3c.~erg-se~ 
iceJ,rec.autos.driving 
In-Reply-To: <7626@xxxxX. XxxXX. C W  
References: <623S@uudell.dell.c& 
Organization: University Of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 
cc : 

You made me curious.. Could you post me the frequency for channel 19, that 
is, if y0.3 have it somewhere? I have one cf those Sony 7600 radios ... 

. Thanks, 
K a r i  

Kari Hardarson I T'waa brillyg and the slithy toves 
217 Jackson Circle I did gyre and gimble in the wabe ... 
27514 Chapel Hill, NC I 

F r m  mjbarkl Wed Jun 13 12:25 PDT 1990 
To: XXXXX~~CnC.mcnc.org!currituck.cs.unc.edu!ueiss.c3.unC.edu!hardarsGecs.unc.edu 
Subject: CB "Traffic A d v i u o x y  Channel" petition 

You wrote, 

? You made me curiou3.. Could you post me the frequency for channel 19, that 
> is, if you have it somewhere? I have one of those Sony 7 6 0 0  r a d i o s .  .. 
> Thanku, 
> Yari 

Ah, er, I ' m  afraid you've caught me on t h i s  one. All I know is that when 
I buy a CB from radio shack and I: click t h e  knob over to channel 19, there 
it is. I could  ask  my (smarter) brother  (K6R00, Walnut Creek) if you like, 
or I ' m  surz you= local radio shack dealer will t e l l  you. 

--Mike 

Path: XXXXj[!XXXXX!;IXXXX.com!~p~!apple!usc!samsung!umich!mailrus!ames!amdahl!pyramid!~~ne~ 
s!risky!pase60!rbirch 
From: rbirch9pase60.Convergent.Com (Robert Birch) 
Newsgroups:  rec.ham-radio,rec.radio.shortwave,ca.Criving,b~.tra~sportation 
Subject : Re: Call for Comment, CA "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition >! h !.bGf- b, p .  / 



.- 
Message-ID: < 1 0 7 @ r i s k y . C o ~ g e n t . C O t - D  
Date: 12 Jun 90 20:55:55 G 
References:  <7EOS@Xxjocx.XXXXX.COM> <25212@usc.edu> <7617@=.-.COM> 
Sender:  root@risky-Convergent.COM 
Reply-To: rbirch@pase60.WCP (Robert  Birch)  
D i s t r i b u t i o n :  usa  
Organiza t ion :  Unisys Network Computing Group ( C T ) ,  San Jose ,  CA 
Lines:  58 
X r e T :  XXXXX rec.harn-radio:21960 rec.radio.shortwave:2415 ca.dr ivings3295 b a . t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
: 790 

I n  a r t i c l e  <~~~?!~XXCCX.X;~~CX.COM> m b a r k 9 m . C O M  (Michael Barkley) w r i t e s :  

m z e r  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s  I have been i n  t h e  .middle of mul t ip l e -veh ic i e  
>chain- reac t ion  c o l l i s i o n s  i n  t h e  fog i n  t h e  San Joaquin  Val ley .  On 
>12/18/89 t h e  p i l e u p s  t o t a l e d  some 60 v e h i c l e s ,  s e n t  30 people  t o  t h e  
> h o s p i t a l ,  and one t o  t h e  morgue - t h e  guy who died was less t h a n  a 
>hundred yards behind me. On 12/14/88 t h e  p i l e u p s  totaled 30 veh ic l e s ,  
>sen t  29 people  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  and one t o  t h e  morgue - t h i s  guy was 
>also less t h a n  a hundred ya rds  behind m e .  On 12/18/89 I watched a 
>car climb over  ano the r  one t w o  cars behind me, and b u r s t  i n t o  flames. 
>I watched a h a l f  dczen i n d i v i d u a l  c o l l i s i o n s  nex t  t o  me on 1-5 and 
>heard ano the r  h a l f  dozer. back i n  t h e  fog .  

> I had hoped t h a t  a 3  i n  i n t e r i m  measure, CB could  he lp .  On 
>12/18/89 t h e r e  w e r e  many large t r u c k s  involved,  sane jackknifed,  one 
> f l i p p e d  completely ove r  on i t s  back (he was cited,  b u t  no t  for t h e  
a n s l a u g h t e r  that- r e s u l t e d ) ,  and so on.  The c o l l i s i o n s  had 
>gone oc for scme 10 t o  15 minutes  be fo re  I a r r i v e d  on t h e  scene.  I 
>was doing 30-35 mph (scared o u t  of my w i t s )  and barely had t ime to  s top .  
>It seem t h a t  CB might be t h e  best w a y  t o  g e t  t h e  warnings o u t  t o  t h e  
> t r u c k e r s  and o t h e r s  w i t h  CB r a d i o s  t o  f u r n i s h  t h i s  warning of t h e  
>obs t ruc t ion  ahead, and reduce t h e  p i l i n g  on t h a t  follows such i n i t i a l  
> c o l l i s i o n s ,  

> Eut without  some 3 O r f  of channel  s p e c i f i e d  for ' t r a f f i c  
>advisory",  accompanied by s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  of t h e  use r s ,  I doubt 
>that it would work. I know of no way t o  g e t  a consensus among CB 
>use r s  to agree  on rulemaking without  t h e  FCC i n t e r v e n i n g  and doing 
>for t h e  community. 

O.K., i n  my o r i g i n a l  reply, i had assumed you were j u s t  worr ied about  
your rush-hour commute. i appoloyize.  

i remember one yea r  ou r  church w a s  on t h e  way home from a s k i t r i p  
on N e w  Year's Eve. W e  w e r e  eastbound on 1 - 4 0  i n  wes tern  Oklahoma, 
and a ca r load  of westbound p a r t y ' e r s  had d r i v e n  i n t .  t h e  median and 
over turned  i n  t h e  middle  of our  side of t h e  i n t e r s t a t e .  It w a s  3:OOam 
and p i t c h  dark,  wi th  no l i g h t s  for m i l e s .  There w e r e  bod ie s  and bee r  
bottles strewn all over t h e  road. A truck d r i v e r  who had seen i t  happen 
warned us  ove r  t h e  r a d i o  (channel  1 9 ) .  W e  stopped,  pu t  Out flares, 
d i r e c t e d  t r a f f i c ,  and wai ted  for  t h e  Highway P a t r o l  t o  a r r i v e .  I f  i t  
hadn't been f o r  t h e  t r u c k e r  on 19 ,  w e  would have d r i v e n  t h e  bus r i g h t  
over  t h e  middle of i t .  

The ad-hoc road channel  i s  where t r a f f i c  advi3ory  i n f o  would be t h e  
moat widely rec ieved ,  bu t  you s t i l l  have the problem t h a t  not. many 
automobiles  have r a d i o s .  (i do, but  i l i v e d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  f o r  t h r e e  
y e a r s  be fo re  i heard t h a t  t h e  road channel  i n  Northern CA w a 3  17. I t  
took ano the r  couple  of months l i s t e n i n g  t o  1 7  - aSout 3 t r i p s  t o  LA - 
befo re  i heard t h a t  t h e  road channel  ir.  Southern C A  was 15. i never 
would have found out, had i n o t  d r iven  through Ne-iada on t h e  say t o  
MaTa?oth Lake.9 and heard people  t a i k i n g  about it or. 1 9 . )  

\ .  T h e  channel  i s  a l r eady  t h e r e ;  what w e  need i s  a l i t t l e  m.ore p u b l i c i t y .  
(Maybe a l o t ! ;  C B ' a  a r e  cneap enough t h e s e  day3; more people  may have E ~ ~ I V  1;- 0, p 17 
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. them if they were to realic .their usefulness on the highwa . .  . . 

-rdb 

Path: XY=OM!X)Lj6M!XXXlC[.com!~ps!apple!usc!ucsd!ames!amdahl!pyr~d!ctnews!risky!pa~e60!rb 
irch 
From: ~birch@pa~e60.Convergent.Com (Robert  Birch) 
Xewsgroups: ca-driving 
Subject: Re: Call for Comment, CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <103@risky.Convergent.CGm 
Date: 12 Jun 90 20:15:41 GMT 
References: <?606@xXxXX.xXXXX.C0M> <Jun.8.11.15.07.19~0.125~7@presto.ig.col 
Sender: root@risky.Convergent.COM 
Reply-To: rbirchepase60.WCP (Robert Birch) 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: Wnisys ?letwork Computing Group (CT), S a n  Jose, CA 
Lines: 39 

In article <Jun.8.11.15.07.1990.12~67~p~est~-~g.c0~ mcbepresto.iq.com (Michael C. Bezch) 
writes : 
>I think Mike Barkley's idea of a "Traffic Advisory" channel on CB is a 
>good one, but ... 
> 
>The *worst* thing to do is to get 

>the government involved; 

> 
>I haren't paid any particular attention to CB in the last 10 years or 

* A A A A A I I * I A A I I A A A I A A A A A A ~ I I * I ~ A A *  

AMEN! A A L I A A A A A I A A I A A A A C A I A A ~  

Exactly ... while CB's enjoyed tremendous popularity a few years ago, 
i don't see many four-wheelers on the highway with a radio. 
With the commuter traffic in the city, i will bet the number is very 
nearly zero. 
If the goal is a traffic advisory channel to ease the f l o w  of 
colllmuter traffic, w e  need a full-time traffic AM radio station. 
Instead of petitioning the FCC, perhaps we should petition the 
local IXMS stations to devote a little more time to traffic - 
suggesting alternate rout.es, and being nuch more thourough w i t h  
the ir  problem repozt ing . 
The general public does not benefit from Citizens' Band, and with 
the large number o f  recent inmigrants in the Bay area, many do 
not even know what a CB is (this is c z r t a i n l y  true of people who 
rid0 in my car :-) 
If you want useful road info, why don't you just try the road 
channel... 

>so, but my understanding is that each o f  the long-haul interstates 
>still have CB channels informally associated w i t h  them, and that 
>truckers still make extensive use of this to exchange road condition 
>informat ion.  

- Channel 15 for Southern California 
- Channel 17 for Northern California 
- Channel 19 for the rest of t h e  nation. 

(Why is California so weird? : - )  

-rdb 

Path: ~~X!XXXXX'XXXXX.com!ames!lll-wir.I*~n!uunet!fernwood!lia!erc: 
From: ercglis (Ed C a r p )  
Neusgroups: ca.driving 
Subject: Re: Call for  Comment, C9 "Traffic AdviJory Channel" petition 
Surrmary: true, b1:t long ago. .  . 



M e s s a g e - I D :  <1990Jun12.195/1.29470@lia> ,.- 
Date: 12 Jun  90 13:56:58 G-- 
References:  <7605@x;cxxX.xXXXX.C0M> <25212@usc.edu> <7617@xXXXX.xxXXx.COM> 
Reply-To: erc@lia.ccm ( E d  Carp) 
D i s t r i b u t i o n :  usa 
Organiza t ion :  L i t t o n  I n t e g r a t e d  Automation - Alameda, CA 
Lines: 28 

> I n  art icre <25212@usc.edu>, kjhepol lux.usc.edu (Kenneth J. Hendrickson) w r i t e s :  

>> Pardon my Sad attitude, but who t h e  h*ll cares about that spectrum 
>> anymore? Take your p e t i t i o n  elsewhere.  A f e w  barns on here  a r e  old 
>> enough t o  remember when t h e  band was -stolen- from us .  
>> p e t i t i o r .  w e ' r e  l i k e l y  t o  support is  a p e t i t i o n  t o  r e t u r n  t h o s e  
>> f r e q u e n c i e s  t o  the amateur  s e r v i c e .  
>> 
>> Ken Hendrickson N8DGN/6 kjh@usc.edu ... !uune t !usc !po l lu !k jh  

The only  

W e l l ,  that's t r u e .  I remember r ead ing  about  t h a t .  Back i n  t h e  60'3, uasn't it? 
I remember Wayne Green w r i t i n g  about it i n  E l e c t r o n i c s  I l l u s t r a t e d .  Remember 
t h a t  mag? That  was b e f o r e  he  started 73 magazine. 

I even have li meters on my FT-101. Not t h a t  I use  it - I ' m  a 10 and 2 m e t e r  
fan, myself .  I remember  t h e  brouhaha when t h e  FCC " s t o l e "  LI m e t e r s  - bowing 
t o  p r e s s u r e  f r o m t h e  EIA and t h e  "CB lobby". But that's long ago - and about  
as h e l p f u l  as bellyaching over i n c e n t i v e  l i c e n s i n g .  

On t h e  o r i g i n a l  p e t i t i o n ,  I believe t h a t  cellular phone service w i l l  r ende r  
the sugges t ion  (good as it is) obselete. It might be h e l p f u l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
a statewide number one could call .  
and weather infoxmation depending on which ce l l  you w e r e  i n .  

Ed Carp - N7EKG/6 ercworkekhi  j o l  ( 4 15) 7 6 9-5 4 3 5 / 5  4 0 0 

'Let's f i n d  a l i t t l e  house i n  a va l l ey ,  where t h e  sun's always &ling, 
The p e r f e c t  p l a c e  €or you and m e  -- miles away.. -- Basia  

T h i s  number would g i v e  you road c o c d i t i o n s  

-- 
[work I 

e r c e k h i j o l  [home] (415) 523-0528 
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Message-Id: < 9 0 0 6 1 3 1 6 2 6 . A A 2 2 5 6 8 @ ~ 3 e . v y s c . c o ~  
TO: mips!wysc.corn!stevew, mips!XXXXX!ptcast!mjbarkl 
Subject: Re: CB " T r a f f i c  Advisory Channel" i n  t h e  Fog 

Hi Mike, 

As I said earlier, hams have a decade's long bias to 0-Jercome. The 
.CB aervice could be t h e  cleanest t h i n g  since s l i c e d  bread and hart3 
would still t a k e  2 decades t o  change t h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  minds on  
t h e  s u b j e c t .  

A l s o  t o  be honest  I don ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  is a quick  fix s o l u t i o n  ..... 
Give you an exampla of hGw great t h e  Freeway n o t i f i c a t i o n  system 
is dorm in LA. I r a n  into i t  t w i c e  t h i s  weekend .... I had t o  
g e t  from San Pedro(LA ha rbor  d i s t r i c t )  up  t o  t h e  Burbank a i r p o r t .  
I save: myself  2 hours  cuz I like t o  relax once I g e t  through all 
t h e  o f  checking i n  t h e  r e n t a l  ca r ,  e t c .  I saw t h e  s ign  
say ing  "Traffic Jam Ahead " . . . t h a t 3  i t .  1 minute  l a t t e r  I'm s t u c k  
i n  a 30 minute  slow down(shou1d have taken  3 minutes  t o  y e t  th rough. . )  
a t  t h e  ha rbor  freeway i n  downtown LA. Cal t r a n s  was do ing  some road 
work and screwing up t z a f f i c .  Got ou t  of t h a t  and waa being 

. I  



thankful  c f  having alotted-self  3 hours f o r  t h i s  l i t t l e  tr-i?. 
I just l o s t  1/2 my m a r g i n ,  e r ro r ' and  had NO IDEA how long 
it  w a s  going t o  take to g e t  r i d  of t h e  r e n t a l  car, etc. Next 
t r a f f i c  alert  system says " t r a f f i c  jam - 134  on ramps closed." 
Now I grew up i n  Glendale, CA where t h i s  offramp i s  so I f igured 
I f  I got i n t o  t roub le  again I could g e t  off  t h e  freeway and 
t ake  t h e  appropriate surface s t r e e t s  ... THEY HAD THOSE BLOCKED OFF 
FOR NO GOOD REASON TOO! I made t h e  p l a e ,  but with about 2 minutes 
t o  spare  before they s t a r t e d  boarding. Geesssssssh! 

Let me make t h e  following points:  

1) You need t o  d i s t r i b u t e  accurate/up-to-date information. This 
i s  j u s t  about impossible. Even t h e  CHP d i spa tche r s  don't knwo 
whats going on. Your best  defense i n  the metro areas seems 
t o  be l i s t e n i n g  to AM radio t o  s t a t i o n s  t h a t  have t r a f f i c  reports .  

2 )  A new rad io  service of any ao r t  probably ISN'T necessary. What 
might be a b e t t e r  system is t o  t a l k  one of t h e  va l l ey  radio 
s t a t i o n s  i n t o  doing road s i t u a t i o n  reports  every 10-15 minutes 
AND some hov l e t  t h e  publ ic  know which s t a t i o n  t o  l i s t e n  too.  

I found t h e  LA t r a f f i c  reports(which I wasnrt l i s t e n i n g  too l i k e  a 
fool.) t o  be b e t t e r  information than t h e  t r a f f i c  s igns .  As f o r  
d r i v e r s  l e t t i n g  each o t h e r  know 7 ia  r a d i o . . . - t h e r e  i s  a big 
d i f f e rence  betseen someone who picks up a mike for t h e  f i r s t  
t ime and someone who makes radio a hobby l i k e  hams. What you 
t y p i c a l l y  hear on CB o t h e r  than Ch 9 is t h e  f i r s t  of these 
t w o  types, Ch 9 has t h e  l a t t e r .  It a c t u a l  t a k e s  s o m e  study, 
and some d i s c i p l i n e  t o  know how t o  t a l k  on a r a d i o  c o r r e c t l y  
and e f f i c i e n t l y  ..., I've a c t u a l l y  wr i t t en  a manual on t h e  subject 
 SO...^ personally don't t h ink  t h a t  a cew r ad io  service any major 
form would f i x  t h e  probl em....mag be work within t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
that already e x i s t s  seems t o  be a b e t t e r  so lu t ion .  A h s t  
all vehicles  hare am/fm, not 27 mhz a s  an example. 

Hope that helps some... 

Steve Wilson, Kh6S 

From mjbarkl Wed J u n  13 18:15 PDT 1990 
To: XXXXX!rryse!wise.com!stevew 
Subject: CB "Traff ic  Advisory Channel" i n  t h e  Fog 

Hi, Steve: 

> Let me make the following points :  
> 
> 1) You need t o  d i s t r i b u t e  accurate/up-to-date information. T h i s  
> is juat  abouL impossible. Even t h e  CHP d i spa tche r s  don't knwo 
> w h a t s  going on. Your best  defense i n  t he  metro a reas  aema 
> t o  be l i s t e n i n g  t o  AM radio t o  s t a t i o n s  t h a t  have t r a f f i c  r epor t s .  

I usual ly  l i s t e n  t o  KCBS during my ccmutes .  They are QK u n l e s s  I 
want information. For t h e i r  coverage of the fast-growing 
commute ove- the Altamont, they rout ixely r u n  a half-hour behind 
t h e  events ,  occasionally even get the  d i r ec t ion  obstructed wrong 
( g r r . I r  and so on. On 12/18/89 t h e  pi leup had gone on f o r  10 m i n u t e s  
or more before I even got t o  i t .  And I was 10 minute5 out of i t  (using 
back roads I don't  t -e l l  most people about) before I heard t h e  f i r s t  
comment on KCBS. Their comment was scrnethiny like "We're hearing from 
p e s p l e  in the  fog out  t h e r e  i n  San J c m q u i n  Comty. It's like a war 
zone out there .  P l e a s e  slow down and take i t  easy ,n  o r  some such. 
Izresponsibly vague. 

,. .I 
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What I wanted t o  hea r ,  wit-  moments of t h e  first h p a c t s , , q r e  t h e  
c a u t i o n s  -IF YOU ARE SOUTl JND ON 1-5 OR WESTBOUND ON SR 1 AT 
MOSSDALE SLOW DOWN TO 30 MPH OR YOU AXE GOING TO KILL SOMEBODY. ALL 
LANES A X E  BLOCKED WITH MAsSnrS ACCIDEHTS. ALL LANES ARE BLOCKED. 
TEE FOG IS  VZRY DENSE, THE ROADS AXE SLICK, Ah?) IF YOU ARE GOING FASTER 
THAN 30 M P X  YOU W I L L  N O T  BE A3LE TO STOP." Which w a s  t h e  t r u t h .  A CHP 
o v e r r i d e  on s0rr.e sort  o-widely-monitored channel  r e a l l y  seems t o  m e  t o  be 
t h e  hope for  t h e  f u t u r e .  I understand t h a t  i n  Germany, such a n  au tomat ic  
emergency oT7erri.de is b u i l t  i n t o  car r a d i o s  t o  permi t  such a broadcas t  
on a l l  channels ,  b u t  h e r e  f was seeking  something f a s t ,  cheap, and e a s y  
even if it i s n ' t  p e r f e c t .  Hence, Ca. 

> 2 )  A new r a d i o  s e r v i c e  of any sort probably ISN'T necessary .  What 
> ,night be a b e t t e r  s y s t e m  i s  to t a l k  one of t h e  v a l l e y  r a d i o  
> s t a t i o n s  i n t o  doing  road s i t u a t i o n  reports every  10-15 minutes  
> AND s o m e  how l e t  t h e  p u b l i c  know which s t a t i o r ?  t o  l i s t e n  t o o .  

A l o t  can happen in '10-15  minutes .  And g e t t i a g  t h e  i n f o  second- 
hand adds d i s t o r t i o n s  as w e l l .  C o m e r c i a 1  radio j u s t  doesn ' t  seem 
t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  need f o r  r ap id ,  accu ra t e  informat ion .  Your p o i n t s  about  
t h e  LA s i g n  systems are well-taken, and t h e y  s u f f e r  from t h e  same 
2nd-party d e l a y  problems. I s e n t  a note  t o  t h e  f e l l o w  f r o m  t h e  
V a l l e y  C E ' e r s  about  t h e i r  OTHC use  of  Channel 14 on 1-405 t o  get 
some moze d e t a i l s  - maybe they ' r e  a c t u a l l y  making it work. Of course,  
no th ing  w i l l  h e l p  wi th  t h e  Harbor Freeway/Hollywood Feeway m e s s  
u n l e s s  peopie  b roadcas t  t h e  unusual  t imes  when t h e y  are UN-obstructed. 

>I found t h e  LA t r a f f i c  r epor t s (wh ich  I wasn't  l i s t e n i n g  too l i k e  a 
> foo l )  t o  be better informat ion  t h a n  the t r a f f i c  signs. 

KNX aeened t o  be p r e t t y  good. 

>AS for  
>drivers l e t t i n g  each  o t h e r  know v ia  r ad io . . . . t he re  i s  a big 
> d i f f e r e n c e  between someone who p i c k s  up a m i k e ' f o r  t h e  first 
>time and someone who makes r a d i o  a hobby l i k e  hans. What you 
> t y p i c a l l y  hea r  on CB o t h e r  t h a n  Ch 9 i s  t h e  first of t h e s e  
> t w o  types, C h  9 h a s  t h e  l a t t e r .  It a c t u a l  t a k e s  some s tudy,  
>and s o m e  d i s c i p l i n e  to know how t o  t a l k  on a radio c o r r e c t l y  
>and e f f i c i e n t l y  .... I've a c t u a l l y  w r i t t e n  a manual on  t h e  s u b j e c t  
>so ... I p e r s o n a l l y  don ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  a new r a d i o  service any major 
>form would f i x  t h e  problem ....nay be work w i t h i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
> t h a t  a l r eady  ex is t s  s e e m s  t o  be a b e t t e r  s o l u t i o n .  

Mostly I wa.-it  t o  l i s t e n ,  no t  t a l k .  I got t i r e d  of t h e  u s u a l  
CB BS 15 g e a r s  ago. I f  t h e r e  w e r e  a way t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  wheat-to- 
cha f f  r a t i o  it might t a k e  o f f .  Even doomed t o  f a i l u r e ,  it would 
be  better than  what we've g o t  i n  t h e  fog. 

>Hope t h a t  h e l p s  some... 

Yep. Thanks. I f  I get  a l l  t h e  reasons  why it won't work off t h e  
ne t ,  t h e n  by t h e  t ime t o  go p u b l i c  I should have a l l  my ducks i n  a 
row. From what I ' ve  been hear ing ,  i t ' s  a c t u a l l y  working now on 
a l i m i t e d  b a s i s ,  on v a r i o u s  channels ,  i n  v a r i o u s  l o c a t i o n s .  f iow 
I would l i k e  t o  s e e  i t  s t r eng thened .  

--Mike 
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Prom: tjonr@Sun.COM (Todd Jonz) 
Eessage-Id: <9006131816.AA00973@caliban.ortort> 
TO : mbark@XXXXX. COM 
Subject:  R e :  Call  f o r  Corrcnent, CB "Tra f f i c  Advisory Channel" p e t i t i o n  

Mike, 

I am personally embarrassed by the  h o s t i l e  r eac t ions  you have received 
i n  response t o  your r e c e n t  posting t o  rec.ham-radio. Some of my bretherri s e e m  
t o  have a severe need t o  f e e l  superior  t o  someone, and a g rea t  deal of t h e i r -  
energy i s  spent denegrating t h e  fo lks  who u s e  t h e  11 m e t e r  band. On behalf of 
those hams who a r e  not flaming i d i o t s ,  please accept my  apology f o r  t h e  
behacior of those with fewer mental f a c u l t i e s .  

As to your request for  coxcments, I ' m  a f r a i d  my opinion won't be very 
encouraging. As f a r  a s  I can t e l l ,  your p e t i t i c n  is a request t o  t h e  FCC t o  
regulate .  This is something t h a t  t h e  Cormnission has been very h e s i t a n t  t o  do 
i n  recent  times, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  l i g h t  of t h e  deregulatory t rends during t h e  
Reagan years.  There have been s p e c i f i c  i s s u e s  on t h e  ham bands w h e r e  t h e  FCC 
had t h e  r i g h t  t o  t ake  c e r t a i n  ac t ions  and chose not t o  do so, i n  s p i t e  of some 
encouragement from p a r t s  of t h e  ham community encouraging them t o  exercise  
t h e i r  *responsibi l i ty* i n  these area.  I n  my opinion, t h e  just don't have t h e  
bucks f o r  t h i s  sort of thing,  and i t ' s  un l ike ly  t h a t  they w i l l  i n  t h e  future .  

Asking f o r  r egu la t ion  on t h e  Ci t izen 's  Band would s e e m  t o  me  t o  be even 
more d i f f i c u l t .  The CB boom of t h e  70's i s  still  too f r e s h  i n  t h e  FCC's 
memory, and it 's my guess t h a t  they w i l l  be very h e s i t a n t  t o  t ake  any ac t ion .  
What's more, i f  such a measure were adopted, it would l i k e l y  increase t h e  need 
for enforcement, and t h a t  t ake  *real* money t h a t  t h e  C o d s s i o n  j u s t  doesn't 
have. 

While I applaud your motivation i n  t h i s ,  I would have t o  consider i t s  
acceptance a longshot. Good luck nonetheless, and I hope you ' l l  post any 
fu tu re  developments t o  t h e  net.  

-- KB6JXT. Todd 

Path: XXXXX!XXXXX!X)CXXX.com!mips!apple!usc!ucsd?sdd.~.rp.com!samsung!dali.cs.montana.edu?ogi 
cse!emory!rsiatl!nanovx!ke4zv!gary 
From: gary@ke4zv.UUCP (Gary Coffman) 
Newsgroups: rec.ham-radio,rec.autos.driving,misc.eclerg-services 
Subject: Re: Call  for Coment, CB "Tra f f i c  Advisory Channel" p e t i t i o n  
Message-ID: <326@ke4zv.WJCP> 
Date: 12 Jun 90 23:47:40 GLW 
Reply-To: gary@ke4zv.WCP (Gary Coffman) 
Followup-To: rec-ha...-radio 
Distr ibut ion:  usa 
Organization: none 
L i n e s :  57 
Xref: XXXXX rec.ham-radio:21971 rec.autos.driving:1535 rnisc.emerg-services:1090 

In article <7617~XXXXX.XXXXX.C0M> mbark@XXXXX.COM (Michael Barkley )  writes:  
>It seems t h a t  CB might be the  best  way t o  g e t  t h e  waxnings out t o  the 
XrucJcers and o the r s  with CB radios t o  fu rn i sh  t h i s  warni-ig of the 
>obstruct ion ahead, and reduce the .p i l i nc j  01: t h a t  follows such i n i t i a l  
> c o l l i s i c n s .  I t  might a l s o  be one of t h e  bes t  ways t o  gain con3ensu3 
>micng motorists i n  t h e  fog on what t h e  maxiinun: s a f e  speed is, including 
> f r o m  t h a t  "Pic'n Save" big r i g  engaged i n  a 70 mph speed contest  w i t h  a 
>jacked-up 4wd pickup i n  40  mph fog westbound on SR i20 a t  Airport Way a t  
>8:15 a . m .  o n  12/20/89. For instance.  . .  
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> (Beyond t h a t ,  I w c  2 l o o k  forward t o  t h e  day when ou ld  be  
>ab le  t o  g a i n  advance n o t i c e  of "craffic t i e -ups ,  know s p e c i f i c a l l y  
>where t h e  o t h e r  end of t h e  jam is, and what caused i t ,  and more 
> e f f i c i e n t l y  select an  a l t e r n a t e  rou te . )  
> 
> Rut without  some s o r t  of channel  s p e c i f i e d  f o r  ' t r a f f i c  
>advisory' ,  accompanied by s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  of t h e  u s e r s ,  I doubt 
> t h a t  it would w o r k .  I know of no way t o  g e t  a consensus among CB 
> u s e r s  t o  ag ree  or: rulemaking without  t h e  FCC i n t e r v e n i n g  and doing  
>for  t h e  c o m u n i t y .  
> 
> How about  it, harns? Is t h i s  i d e a  worth your suppor t ?  Can 
>you he lp?  

The key  problem w i t h  t h i s  i dea  is g e t t i n g  t h e  necessary  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  
f r o m  t h e  use r s .  O r i g i n a l l y  channel  1 9  was t h e  t r a f f i c  channel  used t o  
r e p o r t  "road hazards"  (mostly r ada r  speed t r a p s )  t h a t  w e r e  created by 
t h e  55 mph speed l i m i t .  This  worked w e l l  for about  a y e a r  un t i l  CB 
ga ined  p a p u l a r i t y  due to  some bad movies. Then t h e  pseudo-rednecks 
and t h e  hookers moved i n  and made it use le s s .  The m e s s  became so bad 
t h a t  t h e  FCC gave up i n  d i s g u s t  and even q u i t  l i c e n s i n g  t h e  u s e r s  
s ince enforcement r e sources  are so smal l  and noncompliance wi th  t h e  
r u l e s  w z s  so overwhelming. FCC enforcement r e sources  are even sraller 
t o d a y  t h a n  when t h i s  occur red  so it i s  h ighly  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  FCC 
w i l l  revisit t h i s  a r e a  o f  t h e  spectrum. I n  f a c t  t h e  FCC does see z 
need f o r  pe r sona l  emergency s e r v i c e s  and has  proposed t o  S T W  y e t  
a n o t h e r  HAM BAND (220 Mhz) for a service called PELTS (Personal  
Emergency Locator)  among o t h e r  t h ings .  The advantage as t h e y  see it is 
t h a t  NO VOICE equiprcent w i l l  be allowed and au tomat i c  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
w i l l  be requi red .  Th i s  would t e n d  t o  d iscourage  t h e  pseudo-rednecks. 
Unfor tuna te ly  t h e  l a c k  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n  also promises  t o  make t h e  s e r v i c e  
unpopular  enough wi th  t h e  Classes t h a t  not  enough u n i t s  wculd be i n s t a l l e d  
t o  be use fu l .  

Any proposa l  must addres s  t h e  twin problems of wide a v a i l a b i l i t y  
coupled wi th  s t r o n g  d i s c i p l n e  amongst t h e  u s e r  base. Amateur radio 
has t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  (most ly  :-() and coverage. Unfo r tuna te ly  it no l o n g e r  
has t h e  mss appea l  necessary  t o  make t h i s  s e r v i c e  work .  CB has  t h e  
mass appea l ,  bu t  as exp la ined  abave, doesn' t  have now, nor is l i k e l y  t o  
have i n  t t e  f u t u r e ,  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  necessary  for your proposed s e r v i c e .  
There a re ,  un fo r tuna te ly ,  enough people  who w i l l  make obnoxious fools 
of themselves  when c loaked  by t h e  tw in  anonymity o f  automobiles  and 
r a d i o  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  proposa l .  

T h i s  is  too bad a s  your i d e a  has  m e r i t .  

Pa th :  X X X X X ! X ) i ~ X X ! ~ X . c o m ! a m e s ! t h i n k ! l i n u s ! s a i n t ! l e w i s  
From: l e w i s e s a i n t  (Kei th  L e w i s )  
Newsgroups: r e c . a u t o s . d r i v i n g  
Sub jec t :  R e :  C a l l  fo r  Comment, CB " T r s f f i c  Advisory Channel" p e t i t i o n  
Message-ID: <110768@linus.mitre.org> 
Date: 13  Jun 90 14:55:40 GMT 
References:  < € 2 3 5 @ u u d e l l . d e l l . c o ~  <7626@XxXXX.XXXXX.COAW 
Sender:  u s e n e t @ l i n u s . m i t r e . o r g  
Reply-To: lewis@saint.UUCP (Keith L e w i s )  
D i s t r i b u t i o n :  uoa 
Organiza t ion :  The M I T R E  Corporat ion,  E-lckan, VA 
Lines :  23 

I n  a r t i c l e  <7626~XXX%X.XX;cXX.CCM> rrbark@XX.XXX.COM (Michael E a r k i e y )  writes: 
> 
>I dcn ' t  see any problem w i t h  Channel 19, but my b r o t h e r  says i n  this a r e a  



>it's Channel 17. Does 1-ve some official designation? T- 

> -  
The on ly  charael with any -official- designation is 9, the emergency channel. 

19 is known among long haul truck drivers (nationwide, I believe) as t h e -  
channel to listen on. 
and you wish to greet h h r  chances are he'll be tuned to 19. 

- .  

If you see a txuck coming the other way, 

In different local areas, there are "local" channels that different groups 
of local people use. 

Low-power Walkie-talkies are u s u a l l y  set to 14. I think it may have been 
designated at one time as the frequency you don't need z licence to use at 
low power. Yes, I agree that at 4-8 W, all CB's are l a w  p o w e r ,  but those 
walkie-talkies were a lot h S 9  (100 mW or so). 

- - - - Keith Lewis.- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
lewis@saint.mitre.org, klewis@mitre.arpa, (703)883-5873 
"Sometimes I think [love and sex] are completely different. Sex alleviates 
tension; love causes it." - Woody Allen 

Path: XXMM!XXXXX!XXXXX.com!ames?rer,!samsung!uunet!tephyr,ens.tek.com!vice!georgep 
From: georgep@vice.ICO.TEK.COM (George Pell) 
Newsgroups: rec.ham-radio 
Subject:  Re: Call for Coment, CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <5198@vice.ICO.TEK.CoM, 
Date: 13 Jun 90 17:07:34 GMT 
References: <326@ke4zv.UUCP> 
Reply-To: georgep@vice.ICO.TEK.COM (George Pell) 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: Tektronir, InC., Eeaverton, OR. 
Lines: 15 

In article <326@ke4zv,UUCP> gary@ke4zv.UCCP (Gary Coffnan) writes: 
+ 
+.... revisit this area of the spectrum. In fact the FCC does see a 
+need for personal emergency services and ha3 proposed to STEAL yet 
+aROther HAM BAND (220 Mhz) for a service called PELTS (Personal 
+Emergency Locator) among other things. The advantage as they see it is 
i t h a t  NC, VOICE equipment will be allowed and automatic identification 
+ w i l l  be required. This would tend to discourage the pseudo-rednecks. 

You have this backwards. UPS already stole the 220 Mhz band. A 
Portland, Ore. HAM proposed PELTS, which was approved, and he 'STOL4' 
one of the 220 YAz frequencies back from UPS. 



/?. ,- 
From rnjbarkl Mon Jun 11 14 I PDT 1990 - -  ' 

To: XXXjCx!ames!ucsd!usc!aero!faigin 
Subject: Re: Call for  Comment, CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 

YOU were saying, 

<> Well, at least here in Southern California, along the 1-405 Ewy between the 
<> San Fernando Valley and LA, there is a club called Valley CB-ers (a/k/a "The 
<> Over The Hill Gang or OTHG) that exchanges traffic infomation Ksing Channel 
<> 14. 

1-405 certainly needs it! Whew! 1 don't get down there nuch, but 
bumper-to-bumper 10 lanes across at midnight is mind-boggling and if 
anybody Sneezes everybody has to s t o p  and start over again. 

I understand the truckers use Channel 17 up here. 

Did you have to muscle your way into Channel 14, ox did it just grow? 

How do you enforce channel discipline and does it work? 

DO you share i n f o  with KNX (or whatever that station is with the 
"deet-deet-deet-doot-doot" "deet-deet-doot-doot-doot" traffic alert alert 
that infests my nightmares) ? 

Does your traffic i n f o  exchange help? 

--Mike 

Path: ~!XXXXX!XXXXX.com!mips!apple!snorkelwacker!spdcc!merk!alliant!muller 
Frcm: rnull~r@Al~i8nt.C@f (Jim Muller) 
Newsgroups: rec.ham-radio 
Subject: Re: Call for Comment, CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" petitior. 
Message-ID: <3915Balliant.Alliant.COM, 
Date: 13 Jun 90 18:oS:og @IT 
References: <326Bke4zv.UUCP> 
Reply -To:  ~ullsrealliant.Alliant.COM (Jim Muller) 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: Alliant Computer Systems, Littleton, MA 
Lines: 50 

In article <326@ke4zv.UUCP> gary2ke4zv.UUCP (Gary Coffman) writes: 

>...Originally channel 19 wa3 the traffic channel used to 
>report "road hazards" (mostly radar speed traps) that were created by 
>the 55 mph speed limit. This  worked well for  about a year ... 
I first started using a CB radio in, oh, about 1973. Back then when 
truckers started using CB (possibly organized by but probably *not* 
officially sanctioned by the Teamsters Union) (i.e. "originally"), the 
pie lered channel for road communication was 10, not 19, and the FCC 
allowed for  only 23 channels but 5 watts. Rules allowed for only a few 
channels (something like 9-11, and 19-23, but I really don't remember) 
to be used between units not registered under the same license (i.e. 
mobile e x t a n s i o n s  of one licenoed base station). Channel 9 was used 
:or emergency calls, but I can't r e a l l y  rerrember when this protocol 
came about, nor was I ever involved in any crganizations that tried 
t.0 manage such things. Courtesy was comon, s i n c e  most users originally 
got involved as hobbyists, and profanity was actively discouraged(!). 

Popularity grew dr.amatically in response to t h e  55 rnph limit. T h e  
technology grew too, with some trucks carrying multi-hundred-watt 
transmitters that let them carry on their own long-distance converstions 
by overpowering other players. Eventually, the average distance you EY h 0, p , ?  tj 
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could carry on a conversawn 

same time. Sometime in the mid-to-late 70'9, the FCC increaJed the number 
of channels to 4 0  and dropped the maziinum power to, let's see, I think 
maybe 4 watts at the set, 3 watzs from the antenna (OK something like 
that; I 'm  not an e.e. so I don't know the standards of how antenna power 
is rated). About this time, automotive use was switched over to channel 
19, though I don't know how this was done. (I was a graduate student, 
and spending less time on the road.) The motivation was to remove the 
volume away a channel adjacent to the supposed emergency channel 9 .  The 
volume did indeed become so great that m n y  people on the road stopped 
using their radios. Profanity beczne comrronplace as a natural resnlt of 
the broadening population of users. There was also a significant increase 
in sunspot activity (a regular phencEenofi) at one time then, which made 
1LY transnission (including CB) difficult. The combination of excessive 
volume and profanity, lack of public interest (and maybe acceptance such 
as it was of the 55 mph limit), and poor transmission quality, was enough 
to create major disenchantment among people who had been active user before. 

ion the east coast during a bysy weekend) 
. was limited by the averag 'istance between people trying I .alk at the 

Today, it appears that (with the exception of the higher profanity level) 
CB use is about like it used to be back in 1973. Maybe my antennz is busted. 
As for  people using channel 19 for an automotive advisory channel, that is 
really up to the users. CB clubs used to, and maybe still do, maintain 
scme semblance of organization. But it's the GUYS Gn the road who have to 
create and maintain their awn suppozt group, by the simplicity of protocol. -- 

- Jim Muller 

Path: XXXXX!mbark 
From: mbarkeXXXXX.CoM (Michael Barkley) 
Newsgroups: ca.driving,ba.transportation,~sc.~er~-serv~ces,rec~autos.~rivin~,rec.~-rad 
io,rec.radio.shortwave 
Subject: Re: Call for Comment, ca "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <7645@xXXXX.XXXXX.COI9 
Date: 14 Sun 90 19:49:03 GMT 
References: <7605@mtxXx.xXXXX.COM> <25212@usc.edu> <7617@XXXXX.XXXXX.COrn <1990Jun12.19565 
8.29470@1ia> 
Followup-To: poster 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: XXX.XX, X X X X X ,  CA 
Lines: 87 
X r e f :  XXXXX ca.driving:3319 ba.transportation:793 miZC.emerg-Services:lO92 zec.autos.dxivi 
ng:1587 rec.ham-radio:22003 rec.radio.shortwave:2434 

In article <1990Jun12.195658.29470@1i.a>, erc@lia (Ed C a r p )  writes: 

> On the original petition, I believe that cellular phone service will render 
> the suggestion (good as it is) obselete. It might be helpful to establish 
> a statewide number one could call. This number would give you road conditions 
> and weathex information depecding on which cell you were in. 

. >  

Weather conditions I unually get from AiY OK. It's road hazards that interest 
me. 

I have several problem3 with cellular as a method of advising motorists of 
conditions ahead: 

1) It's not fast enough. The person observing the problem needs 
to pick up his phone and dial somebody. That's t i m e .  The person receiving 
the call has to assimilate t h e  infon3.atiofi and make it available to those 
seekifig it. That's time. And the people seeking it have to call o r  be 
called. That' 3 time. 

2 )  The infa is filtered unless everybody calls everybody else, 
an interesting mental picture. In the process, info g e t s  generalized. 
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3 )  Even if CB is int-to-point, the rest of us ca.. eavesdrop 
on the conversation arid hear atout the problem as it is reported. No 
additional rigamarole to get clued in. 

4 )  It's expensive. I undezstand about a buck a minute, plus 
toll charges or some such. Durina the annual uhite-knuckle driving 
fog days, would a perzon spend an hour o r  two on the cellular listening 
for clues? Then you've just pzid f o r  an adequate CB rig. 

One gentleman suggested that comercia1 radio would be mote 
appropriate .  It fails for similar reasons. I usually l i s t e n  to KCBS 
dGring my comutes. They a r e  OK unless I want infomation. For t h e i r  
coverage of the fast-growing comute over the Altmont, they routinely run 
a half-hour behind the events, occasionally even get the obstructed 
direction wrong (grz.), and so on. On 12/18/89 the pileup had gone an for 
10 minutes or more before I even got to it. And I was 10 minutes out of it 
(using back roads I don't tell most people about) before I heard the  first 
comment on KCBS. Their comment was something like "We're hearing from 
people in the fog out there in San Joaquin County. It's like a w a r  
zone out there. Please slow doun and take it easy," or scme such. 
Irresponsibly vague! And the guy two cars in front of me was on 
the-cellular immediately. 

What I wanted to hear, within moments of the first impacts, were 
the cautions "IF YOU ARE SOUTHBOUND ON 1-5 OR WESTBOUND ON SR 120 AT 

LANES ARE BLCCKED WITH MASSIVE ACCIDENTS. ALL LANES ARE BLOCKED. 
THE FOG IS VERY DENSE, THE ROADS ARE SLICK, A N D  IF YOW APE GOING FASTER 
THAN 30 MPH YOU WILL NOT BE AELE TO STOP." which w a s  the truth. A CHP 
override on some sort of widely-monitored channel rtal3.y seeins to me tQ be 
the hope for the future. I understand that in Germany, such an autcmatic 
emergency override is built into car radios to pennit such a broadcast 
on all channels, but here I was seeking something fast, cheap, and easy 
even if it isn't perfect. Hence, CB. 

MGSSDALE SLOW DOWN TO 30 a-H OR YOU ARE GOING TO KILL SOMEBODY. ALL 

XCBS has an arrangement with GTE Mobilnet that anyone may enter 
STAR-CBS ( *227 )  and connect immediately with their traffic 
people, free. It helps. They get a lot of reports that way. But it's 
still not good enough. I t ' s  too vague, it's Often w r o n g ,  and it's usually 
delayed. For instance, this morning they reported a jack-knifed truck 
westbound on T-580 at 1-680 and another accident westboupd at Fallon 
Road. I think they were a half hour late in the first report. What I 
wanted to hear was how many yards back from the 1-680 exit it was, 
haw many lanes w e r e  blocked if any, what speed w a s  the traffic 
travelling past that point, and how far did it backup. It's 
gotten so that if I even hear a report on KCBS, unless they say that 
all lanes are blocked and CHP has clcsed the road, I automatically 
a3sume that  t h e  problem is already cured. That's almost always the 
case. Useless, useless, useless! 

Perhaps cellular will help the news feeds more as time goes 
on but it doesn't satisfy what I ' m  locking for, prompt, first-hand 
information, subject. to questioning. 

Thanks for your posting(s). I may submit a11 of then to my 
(indifferent) Assemblyman if I can get a better nibble out of him on 
this proposal than I did on the other fog proposals. If not, well 
his opponent in November is a CH? officer who works those fog 
pilecps. Unfortunately, he's o n e  of them thar Republicana. Sigh. 

--Mike 

[ t h i s  is probably not my employer's opinion] 



P 
F r o m  uucp Fri 3un 15 1 1 : 5 1 9  1990 
>From uucp Fri Jun 15 08:5- DT 1990 remote from X X X X X  
>From darrelj F r i  J u n  15 08:40:47 1990 remote from culv.unisys.com 
Received: by decwrl.dec.com; id AAZ6268; Pri, 15 Jun 90 08:40:47 -0700 
Received: frcm sea.culv.unisys.com by dim.culv.unisys.com (4.l/mls/3.i) 

Received: by sea.culv.un.isys.com (4.l/mls/3.i) 

Gate: Fri, 15 Jun 90 08:37:33 PDT 
From: darrefj@culv.unisys.com (Darrel VanBuerj 
Message-Id: <9006151537.~A03646@sea.culv.unisys.com, 
To: XXXXX!XXj(Yj(!njbarkl 
Subject: Re: CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 

id AA17217; F z i ,  15 Jun 90 08:35:59 PDT 

id -03646; Fri, 15 u'un 90 08:37:33 PDT 

One angle on billboards: 
public service announcements 
group you might make the pool of free ads (which tend to.get run when no paying ad is avai 
lable) . 

carriers of ad-zrrtising mostly do m9dexa:e a n o u n t s  of pro D o r m ,  
(as do radio and TV), so that with an appropriate non-profit 

From uucp F r i  Jun 15 11:51 EDT 1990 
>From uucp Fri Jun 15 08:54 PDT 1990 remte from X'XXXX 
>From darrelj F r i  Jun 15 08:49:22 1990 remote from culv.unisys.com 
Received: by decwrl.dec.com; id AA28077; Fri, 15 Jun 90 06:49:22 -0700 
Received: from sea.culv.unisys.com by dim.culv.unisys.com (4.l/mls/3.1) 

Received: by sea.culv.unisya.com (4.1/ds/3.1) 

Date: Fri, 15 Jun 90 08:46:12 PDT 
From: darrel jeculv. u d s y s .  ccirn (Darrel VanBuer) 
Kessage-Id: <9006151545.~03650@sea.cul.v.unisys.com> 
TO: YXXXX!XXXXX!rnjbarkl 
Subject: R e :  CB 'Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 

id AA17264; F r i ,  15 Jun 90 08:44:38 PDT 

id AA03650; Fri, 15 Jun 90 08:46:12 PDT 

By the way, I think that a dense T u l e  fog on 1-5 does constitute an emergency 
worth using channel 9 for, since it represents inherently unsafe driving 
conditions (unlike for example road closed due to construction in good 
visibility, which would of course be useful traffic advisory). 

Has anyone sent you the format for an FCC petition yet? If not, I probably have 
it in my files from some of the earlier ham issues before the FCC. 

Darrel 

Frommjbarkl F r i  Jun 15 09:45 PDT 1990 
To: XXXMC!darrelj@culv.unisys.com 
Subject: CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 

> By the way, I think that a dense Tule fog on 1-5 does constitute an 
* > emergency worth using channel 9 for, since it represents inherently 

> unsafe driving conditions (unlike for example road clased due to 
> constructLon in good visibility, which would of course be useful traffic 
> advisory). 

I would think it's an "emergency" also, but I reme.mber the tales I've heard 
over the year3 about people reporting stalls in dangerous locations along 
the freeways where the victim obviously needed help, only to get dumped on 
by CHP or uhomtver monitor3 Channel 9 for abusing it. I think we had 40 
to 50 days of that up-to-400-mile fog bank this past winter, and I 
personally experienced a dozen days where 4 0  mph was too fast  (and one w h e r e  
15-n;ph was excestyive!), but once it goes on for that long it kind of p113he3 
the definition to call it an "energcncy". Channel 9 doe3 not meet my need3 
for this kind o f  information partly because it's 30 seldom used, and I don't 
think I am a1or.e in finding 9 pretty much uselesc! (sozry REACT). O n c e  the 
collisions occur, of course, it's a C h a n c e i  9 encrcjcncy, but who's 



Speaking personally, I wou-ot buy a C 9  to listen :o dead-+--c on Channel 9, 
but I would buy 3 of them : 3 cars) ASAP for a traffic a c  sory channel. 

> H ~ S  anyone gent'yk'tht : an FCC petition yet? If not, I probably 
> have it in my 'filesiff! 
If you could rnail'me 'one, . y grateful. There are just some things 
you can't get out of a law library no matter how good the libzary is (and 
at Stockton, it's lousy). I ' m  at ">like Barkley, 161 N. Sheridan Ave. #1, 
Manteca, CA 95336 209/823-4817". Thanks a bunch. 

. -.. - . . ... . -.,.A ..?3.?.L 

he earlier ham issues before the FCC. 
~ .. -. 

, . . -  

--Mike 

From mjbarkl  F r i  Jun 1.5 lO:O4 PDT 1990 
To: XXXXX!darrelj@culv.uriisys.com 
Subject: C9 "Traffic Advisory C h a r m e l "  petition 

Hello, again, Darrel: 

Here I am, again, not paying attention to who sends what mail which 
is why I'm sending two notes .... 

> One angle on billboards: carriers of advertising mostly do moderate 
> amouRts of pro bono, public service announcenients (as do radio and T V ) ,  
> so that with an appropriate non-profit group you might make the pool of 
> free ads (which tend to get run when no paying ad is available). 

Actually, if a traffic advisory channel were set up, I was hoping to hit 
up those guys (including the CB radio industry) for exactly that thing. 

But if one i s  not set up, I think the issue of whether or cot fog is an 
emergency condition would get in the uay of obtaining the space. And I 
really would hate to  see a campaign for one year forgotten in subsequent 
years because Channel 9 is still "dead air". 

--Mike 

Path: XXXXX!XXj<XX!XXXXX.com!mips!prls!philabs!briar!rfc 
From: rfc@briar.Philips.Com (Robert Casey) 
Ncwsgroups: rec.ham-radio,rec.radio.shortuave 
Subject: Re: Call for Comment, CB " T r a f f i c  Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <99078@philabs.Philips Con0 
Date: 14 Yun 90 01:34:50 GMT 
References: <7605@XXXXX.XXXXX.COM> <25212@usc.edu> ~ 7 6 1 7 @ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~  
Sendez: news@philabs.Philips.Com 
Reply-To: rfc@briar.philips.com.UUCP (Robert Carey) 
Distribution: u3a 
Organization: Philips Laboratories, Briarcliff Manor, NY 
Lines: 6 
Xref: XXXXX rec.ham-radio:22012 rec.radio.shortwave:2442 

Seems to me that they donft really need to use radio to warn people of bad 
road conditions. Strategically placed flashing warning signs skould do it, and 
a l l  drivers will see them. Havinq warnings on radio (CB, whatever) won't h e l p  
drivecs without the proper radio tuned to t h e  proper frequency. 

73 de krA2ISE 

Path: ~YXXX!X>(XXX!XXXXX.com!ames!ncar!midwny!u~l-C~~-~iuc.edu!u~l.cso.uiuc.edu!ph~l 
F r c m :  phil@u-1.cso.uiuc.cdu 
Newsgroups: rec.ham-radio 
S u b j e c t :  Rc: Call for Ccrzner.:, CE "Tzaffic >.dvi3 
Message-ID: <30500572Buxl.cso.uiuc.ed*~> 
Date: 15 Jun 90 03:35:00 GI4T 
References : < 7 60 5 @ XXXXX X X X X X  . COP2 



,- Lines: 12 1 

N f - I D  : #R:XXXXX. XXXXA. CO14 35 :uxl. cso. uiuc - edu: 30500572 : OL 491 
Nf-From: uzl.cso.uiuc.edu!phil Jun 14 22:35:00 1990 

> You have this backwards. U P S  already s t o l e  t h e  220 Mhz band. A 

> Portland, Ore. HAM proposed PELTS, which was approved, and he 'STOLE' 
> one of the 220 Mhz frequencies back from UPS. 

Nope.. . 

Xerotron stole the 220 Mhz band and SOLD it to the first buyer willing to 
help them do it, then a ham proposed PELTS which is TEN channels. 

--Phil Honard, *fi9WGN-- I Individual CHOICE is fundamental to a f r e e  society 
<phil@~~l.cso.uiuc.edu> I no matter w h a c ,  t h e  particular issue is all about. 

Path: XXiOCX!nbark 
From: mbark@XXXXiC.COM (Michael Barkley) 
Neusgroups: rec.ham-radio,rec.radio.shortnave,rec-autos.drivin~,misc-emerg-se~vices,~a.dri 
ving,ba.transportation 
Subject: Re: Call for Comment, CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <7650~XXXXX.XXXXX.C~ 
Date: 15 Jun 90 18:07:22 GLXT 
References: <7605@XXXxj(.XXXxX.COM> <25212@usc.edu> <7617@Xxxx~.~~~ix.COM> <99078@philabs.P 
hilips.Com> 
Followup-To: poster 
Distribution : usa 
Organization: XXXXX, W X X X ,  CA 
Lines: 37 
Xref: xXXxX rec.ham-radio:22016 rec.radio.shortwa-~e:2443 rec.autos.driving:l615 rnisc.emerg 
-services:1093 ca.driving:3337 ba.transportation:795 

In article <99078@philabs.Philips.Com>, rfc@briar.Philips.Com (Robert Casey) writes: 
> 
> Seems to me that they don8t really need to use radio to warn people of 
> bad road conditions. Strategically placed flashing warning signs should 
> do it, and all drivers will see them. 

X q u i t e  agree. And with this we've gofie f u l l  circle. 

For six months I've waged a letter-writing campaign wit.h a few dozen other 
Central Valley residents to attempt to get the same sort  of warning signs 
installed out there for public s a f e t y  that CalTrans is installing i n  L.A. 
and the Bay Area for driving convenience. The standard CalTrans answere, 
echoed by Assemblyman Pat Johnston, Stockton, is "Gee, man, there ain't 
no money for that, m a n . . . . "  G r r .  

The cheapest solution I can come up w i t h  (an inteiim, an aid, a partial 
solution), is ii CB " t r a f f i c  advisory c h a n n e l " .  C o s t ?  h!aybe a f e w  
hundred bucks for the FCC, offset by millions of dollars of sales tax 
revenue for Ytate and municipal agencies. 

> Having warnings on radio (CB, whatever) won't help drivers without the 
> proper radio tuned to the proper frequency. 

True. Rut I am already listening to KCDS, or when in LA, .KNX I believe, 
which do an adequate job f o r  part of the problem. W i l l  driver3 acquire 
a CB and tune to a traffic advisory channel to help them in rush hour? 
The posting from the fellow with the Valley CB'ers on 1-40s in Los Angeles 
implies y e s ,  since t h y  are already doing that. Will drivers acquire 
a CB and tune to a traffic advisory channel to h e l p  them navigate through 
tne fog when they are scored out of their w i t s ?  I sure will. And I've 
the majority of people I've talked to say they w i l l  a l so ,  but of course 
talk i3 cheap .... 



I? .- 
Thanks fo r  the posting3 ar. &deas, folks. They are really .._~ping. 

--Mike 

Path: ~!~X!XXXXX.com!ames!elroy.jpl.nasa.gov!usc!cs.ute~as.ed~!te-bell!uudell!bigte 
x!natinst!sequoia!attdso!ssc!markz 
From: markz@ssc.UUCP (Mark Zenier) 
Newsgroups: rec.ham-radio 
Subject: Re: Call €or Comment, CE "Traffic Advisory 
Message-ID: <828@ssc.WCP> 
Date: 14 Jun 90 19:05:15 GMT 
References: <7605@xXXXX.XXXxX.COM> <25212@usc.edu> 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: SSC, Inc., Seattle, WA 
Lines: 20 

Channel" petition 

In article <25212@usc.edu>, k jh@pollux.usc.edu (Kenneth J. Hendrickson) writes: 
> In.article <76GS@XXXXX.XXXXX.COM> mbark@XXXXX .COM (Michael Barkley) writes: 
> >  --that Citizens Band Radio 
> 
> Pardon my bad attitude, but who the h * l l  cares about that spectrum 
> anymore? Take yocr petition elzeuhere. A few hams on here are old 
> enough to remember when the band was -stolen- from us. 

> petition ue're likely to support is a petition to return those 
> frequencies to the amateur service. 
> 
> Ken Hendrickson N8DGN/6 kjh@usc.edu ... !uunet!usc!pollu!kjh 
Your bad attitude in unpardonable, 33 years is a long time for a stupid grudge. 

Yet this bitching continues. How many prospective hams have been alienated 
by this idiocy? How rnuch,better off would the hobby be if a bunch of concrete 
brained fossils weren't playing .Hatfields and McCoys"? 

The only 
- - A A A ~ A A ~ A I A A A I A  

Markzessc. uucp 

Path: X~XX!XXXXX!XXXXX.com!mips!raphod.mps.ohio-state.edu!sdd.hp.com!elroy.jpl.nasa.gov!a 
ero!faigin 
From: faigin8aerospace.aero.org (Daniel P. Faigin) 
Newsgroups: ca.driving,ba.transportation,~sc.emerg-~ervices,rec.au~os.driving,r~c~h~-rad 
io,rec.xadio.shortwave 
Subjec t :  Re: C a l l .  for Comment, CB " T r a f f i c  Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <FAIGIN.90Jun1507402O@sunstroke.aero~~~ce.aero.org> 
Date: 15 Jun 90 14:40:20 GMT 
References: <7605eXXXXX.XXXXX.COl-D <25212@usc.edu> <7617@xx?ot~.~~~X~.Co~ 

Sender: news@aerospace.aero.org 
Followup-To: ca.driving 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: The Aerospace Corporation, Computer Security Department, El 

Lines: 30 
Xref: XXXXX ca.driving:3351 ba.transportation:798 misC.emt?rg-services:1098 rec.autcs.drivi 
ng:1641 rec.hasn-radio:22040 rec.radio.shortwave:2448 
In-reply-to:  mbark@XXXXX.COM's message of 14 Jun 90 19:49:03 GMT 

<1990Jun12.195658.2947O@lia> <7645@*XXXXX.XYXXX.CoM> 

Segundo CA 

In article <7645eXxxxx.XXXXX.COM> mbark@XXXXX.COM (Michael Barkley) writes: 
What I wanted to hear, within moments of the first impacts, w e r e  

the cautions " I F  YOU ARE SOUTHBOUND ON 1-5 OR WESTBOUND ON SR 120 A T  
MOSSDALF, SLOW DOWN TO 30 M€'H OR YOU ARE GOING TO KILL SOMEBODY. ALL 
LANES AP.E BLOCKED WITH MASSIVE; ACCIDENTS. AI,L LANES ARE BLCCKED. 
TI!E, FOG IS \"E.O.i' DENSE,  THE ROADS ARE S L I C K ,  A N D  IF YOU ARE G O i h ' G  F A S T E R  
THAN 30 MPH YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO STOP." 



That's certainly not how y-ld hear it on CB. It would souPvnore like ... 
We have a massive bzeak check at the mossdale get-em-ton cr o f f )  southbound on 
the big nickel or west on (slang for 120). You'll do at best a three oh. It's 
10-6 out there. 

Thanks for your posting(s). I may subnit a l l  of them to my 
(indifferent) hssernblyman if I can get a better nibble out of him on 
this proposal than I did on the other fog proposals. If not, well 
his oppcnent in November is a CHI? officez who works those S a g  
pileups. Unfortunately, he's one of them thar Republicans. Sigh. 

If you are getting the assembly interested in this, you might also try talking 
to State Sen. Ricnard Katz (I believe that's his name, D-Sepulveda). H e ' s  
interested in transit izsues. If you find some interest, let me know- 

Daniel 

(W]:The Aerospace Corp M1/055 * PO0 92957 * LA, CA 90009-2957 * 213/336-8228 
[H):9758 N a t i c k  Avenue * Sepulveda CA 91343 * 818/892-8555 I If you turn it 
[En]:faigin@aerospace.aero.org Faigin@docL-Mster.ncsc.mil I over and don't 
[ V m a i l  J :213/336-5454 Boxt3149 1 let it 40, you end up upside down 

-- 

Path: XXXXX!XXXXX!well!lll-winken!e~roy.jpl.nasa.gov!ac.ro!faigin 
FrDm: faigineaerospace.aero.org (Daniel P. Faigin) 
Newsgroups: rec.ham-radio, rec. radio. shortwa-ze, rec.auto3.driving,misc.emerg-services, ca. dri 
ving,Sa.transportation 
Subject: Re: Call for Coment, CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <FAZGIN.903un15145336Bsunstroke.aeroke.aerospace.a~ro.org> 
Date: 15 Jun 90 21:53:36 GMT 
References: <7605~XXXXX.XX%XX-CW <25212@usc.edu> < 7 6 1 7 @ w - m . C ~  

Sender: news@aerospace.aero.org 
Followup-To: rec-ham-radio 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: The Aerospace Corporation, Computer Security Department, El 

Lines: 37 
Xref: XXXXX rec.ham-radio:22039 rec.radio.shortvave:2447 rec.autos.driving:1640 misc.emerg 
-services:1097 ca.driving:3350 ba.transportation:797 
fn-reply-to: mbark@XXXXX.COM's message of 15 Jun 90 18:07:22 GMT 

<99078~philabs.Philips.Co.~ <7650@irxjor-X.X=XXX.CoM> 

Segundo U 

In article <765O@XXXXX.XXXXX.COt-D nbark@XXfAX.COM (Michael Barkley) writes: 
The posting from t h e  fellow with the Valley CB'erS on 1-405 in Los Angele2 
implies yes,  since they are already doing that. 

Well, since I'm t h e  fellow in question ("OtherBeast" at your  service), let me 
let Mike in on Some problems with CB. 

I t ' s  fine and dandy to legislate the channel in Calif. Won't help one bit. A 
major problem with the OTHG's use of Channel 14 is, what is affectionately 
refered to a3 "skipland". T h e s e  are the people with immense illegal power out 
in Louisiana, Texas, Inglewood : - ) ,  etc. that sit around an "read the nail" 
for hours at a time. This prevents the locals from using the channel, and you 
can't ask them politely to leave since our puny, legal 4v rigs can't reach 
them. The FCC is a toothless wonder on enforcement. Then, there are the 
"children" who discover CB and think it is a toy. We've had those too. There 
was "Snownan", uho kept sending a rid1 carrier out, advertising his address 
and saying he had Cocaine fob sale (although w e  did get a CHP officer to 
listen to the Channel for a while, and "Snownian" suddenly disappeared). There 
are the children who like to broadcast music on the channel. 

A channel reserved for traffic informtion would be lovely. Unfortunatly, with ' 

t he  "c'lout" of the  FCC today in the CB a r e a ,  it won't happen. 

Catch 'ya on the turnaround, gcod buddy, cause Otherbeast is goin' 10-7 back 
& h,b\';- P .SL p 



to soffie zeal work. ,1 

Daniel 

P . S . :  There were, at times, other OTHG-ers out on the network. I still have 
the Emaii addresses for a few of them. 

OB 

[W]:The Aerospace Corp M1/055 * POB 92957 * LA, CA 90009-2957 * 213/336-8228 
[H]:9758 Natick Avenue * Sepulveda CA 91343 * 818/892-8555 I If you turn it 
[Em]:faigin$aerospace.aero.org * PaigLn@docknaster.ncsc.mil I over and don't 
[Vma i 1 ] : 213 /3  3 6- 5 4 5 4 BOZ# 3 1 4 9 I let it go, you end up upside down 

-- 

Path: XXj<XX!XXXXX!XXXXX.com!mips!zaphod.mps.ohio-state.edu!sdd.hp.r=om!hplabs!hpfcso!hpfcdc 
!Perry 
From: perry@hpfcdc.HP.COM (Perry Scott) 
Newsgroups: rec-ham-radio 
Subject: Re: Call for Connnent, CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <7880154@hpfcdc.HP.COM> 
Date: 15 Jun 90 22:07:51 GMT 
References: <7605@xXXXX.XXXXX.C~ 
Organization: HP Ft. Collins, Co. 
Lines:  15 

Rather than petitioning the FCC for new regulations that cannot be 
enforced, the users of CB need to arrive at a "gentlemen's agreement" 
about an advisory channel. I would think 19 (or 9 if it is life- 
threatening) are already for this purpose. 

Thia presupposes that a traffic advisory channel is effective. I 
suggest attempting to hold a "traffic net" on a particular channel, 
plus advertisements on other channels. It may be that nobody has 
their CBs turned on ! 

Frankly, I 'd  be surprised if the anarchists on CB would allow such a 
useful servj.ce. 

Perry Scott 
KFOCA 

Path: XXXXX!XX~~~!XXXXX.com!mips!zaphod.mps.ohio-state.edu!usc!jarthur!uci-ics!ucla-cs!eel 
! cccph 
From: cccph@eel.cs.ucla.edu (Charles Hobbs) 
Newsgroups: rec.ham-radio 
Subject: Re: Call for Comment, CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <36303@shenp.CS.UCLA.EDU> 
Date: 17 Jun 90 17:06:29 GMT 
References: <7605@XXXXX.XXXXX.COM> <?880154@hpfcd~.HP.COM> 
Sender: news@CS.UCLA.EDU 
Reply-To: cccph@eel.cs.ucla.edu ( C h a r l e s  Hobbs) 
Organization: UCLA Computer Science Department 
Lines: 15 

I n  article <7880154@hpfcdc.HP.COM> perry@hpfcdc.HP.COM (Perry Scott) writes: 
>Rather than petitioning the ECC for new requlations that cannot be 
>enforced, the users of CB need to arrive a t  a "gentlemen's agreement" 

>aboct an advisory channel. I would think 19 f o r  9 if it is life- 
----------_-_-____^___ 

GENTLEMEN? Where! Where! Darned f e w  I 've  h e a r d  on CB lately. 
(There are escept.ion3, but they are few a n d  f a r  between) 



Path: XXXXX!XXXX>I!XiCXXX.com!ames!re:..!samsung!zaphod.mps.ohio-state.edu!.~ps!daver!lynv.!nea 
1 
Ficm: neal@lyn:.uucp (Neal Woodall) 
Newsgroups: rec.ham-radio 
Subject: Re: Call for Co.ment, CB "Traffic Advis 
S u m r y :  PELTS??? 
Message-ID: <7816@lynx. IJUCP> 
Date: 16 Jun 90 00:28:48 GMT 
References: <7605@jTXxxX.XXXxX.C0~> <30500572@uxl.cso.uiuc.edu> 
Reply-To: neai@lynx.UUCP (Neal Woodall) 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: Lycx Real-Time Systems Inc, Campbell Ch 
Lines: 17 

In article <30500572@u-ul.cso.uiuc.sdu> phil~~=l.cso.uiuc.edu writes: 

>> You have this backwards, UPS already stole the 220 Khz band. A 
>> Portland, Ore. HAM proposed PELTS, which was approved, and he 'STOLE' 
>> one of the 220 Mhz frequencies back from UPS. 

>Aerotron stole the 220 Mhz band and SOLD it to the first buyer willing t o  
>help them do it, then a ham proposed PELTS which is TEH channels. 

I have been away from this group for a few weeks, and now I have a question: 
what is PELTS? 

Neal 

Path: XXXXX!XXXXX!XXXXX.com!decwrl!ucbva:~!tut.cis.ohio-state.edu!pt.cs.unu.edu!f.m,.c~.~~ 
- eau ! bjm 
From: b j m @ f  .gp.cs.&u.edu (Bret Musser) 
Nensgroups: rec.autos.driving,rec.ham-radio 
Subject: Re: Call for Comment, CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <9652ept.cs.~mu.edu> 
Date: 19 Jun 90 01:48:27 GMT 
Rcferences: <7605@XXX?M.XXXXX-CGM> <25212@usc.edu> <~~~~@XXXXX.XXXXX.COM> 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: Carnegie-Mellon University, C S / R I  
Lines: 31 
Xref: XXjCXX rec.autos.driving:1669 rec.ham-iadi0:22090 

Personally, I think the CB advisory would be detrimental. A3 far a3 I 
know, there is no law saying that Ch. 9 is the "Ehergency" channel -- 
I.thcught that w a s  just accepted cqnvention which w a s  then posted 
on thousands of signs and then became a "de f a c t o  standard." 

Yesterday I was returning home via the P A  turnpike a f t e r  see ing  my father. 
There na3 a bad accident at intersection 12 (76 and 70 -- Breezewood exit), 
which I knew about at least 50 miles in advatice. In the eastbound direction 
there wa3 a 5 mile backup (moving 5-l0mph at most). The eastbound t r u c k s  
and whoever else was listening had at least 30 miles of w a r n i n g  -- I know 
s ince  I made 3ure to warn then that far myself. 

A130 yesterday (before that) there was at least a 5 mile backup (a180 
in the eastbound direction) due to constxuction on Rte 78. Eastbound 
traffic listening to C h .  19 knew about this at least 15 miles in advance 
We were suggesting to all that were listening to e x i t  before t h e  backup 
and take old Rte 22. 

Ch. 19 is already used for traffic advisories -- from sccries s u c h  a3 above 
to fog warnings to police repor t s .  If you want traffic information, ~ ~ h : b , ' " ~  p,% 



try going, P 7 
"Break 1-9, how's the tr,-fic looking over your shoulder: Any tie-ups?" 

And don't forget to ALWAYS reciprocate infcrmation. 

b jm 

Bret J. Mcsser -- Carcegie-Meilon University -- bjm@cs.cmu.edu -- 412-268-8751 
"If you can count your money, you don't have a billion dollars." (J.?. Getty) 

-- 

Path: xx>Txx!xXXXX!jcxMoc .com!dec~rl!apple!usc!cs.Ute~~dS-edu!t~t.cis-~hio-st~te-edu!pt-cs.~~ 
u.edu!f.gp.cs.cnu.edu!bjm 
From: bjn;@f.gp.cs.cmu.edu (Bret Musser) 
N e w s g r o u p s :  rec.autos.driving 
Subject: Re: Call for Comment, CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-IC: <9553@pt.cs.au.edu> 
Date: 19 Jun 90 01:55:47 GMT 
References: <6235~uudell.dell.com> <76268xXXXX.xxxxX.C0M> <110768@linus.mitre.org> 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: Carnegie-Mellon University, C S / R I  
Lines: 18 

In article <110768@linus.mitre.org> lewis@saint.WCP (Keith Lewis) writes: 
>In article <?626@XXXXX.XXXXX.CCE= mbark@XXXXX.COM (Michael Barkley) writes 
>>I don't see any problem with Channel 19, but ny brother says in this area 
>>it's Channel 17. Does 19 have some official designation? 
> 
>19 is known among long haul truck drivers (nationwide, I believe) as -the- 
>channei to listen on. If you see a truck coming the other way, 
>and you wish to greet him, chances are he'll Se tuned to 19. 

BTW, it is such because Ch 19 (on a properly tuned set) has the 
best transmission 
discouraging than 
areas. 

bjm -- 
Bret J. Musser -- 
"If you can count 

range of all 4 0  channels. 
losing the person you're talking to in fringe 

Ain't much more 

Carnegie-Mellon 
your money, y3u 

University 
don t have 

-- bjrn@cs.au.edu -- 412-268-8751 
a billion dollars." (J.P. Getty) 

Path: XXXX'X!rrba.=k 
From: nbark@XXXXX.COM (Michael Barkleqr) 
Newsgroups: ca.driving,ba.transportation,misc.emerg-s~rvices,rec.autos.~rivin~,r~c.h~-rad 
io, rec-radio. shortwave 
Subject: Re: Call fo r  Comment, Ci) "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <7668@XXXXX.XXXXX.CW 
Date: 19 J u n  90 17:14:50 GMT 
References: <7605@XXXxX.XXXXX.CO~D <25212$usc.edu> < ~ ~ ~ ~ @ ~ . x x x x x . c o M >  <FA1G1~.90Juc150 
740208sunstroke.aerospace.aerc.org> 
Followup-To: poster 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: XXXXX, XXXXX, CA 
Lines: 82 
Xref: XXXXX ca.driving:3364 ba.transportation:811 misc.emerg-services:llO2 rec.accos.drivi 
ng:1672 rec.han-radio:22102 rec.radio.shortwave:2467 

In article <€~~~IGIN.90Junl507402~~sunstroke.aerospace.aero.org>, €aigin@aerospace.aero.org 
(Daniel P. Faigin) writes: 
> In 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 

article <764S@XXXXX.XXXXX.COM> mbark@XXXXX.COM (Michael Barkley) writes: 

the cautions "IF YOU ARE SOUTHBOUND ON 1-5 OR WESTGOWND ON S R  120 A T  
EOSSDALE SLOW DOWN TO 30 M P H  OR YOU ARE GOING TO KILL SOEIEBODY. A L L  

THE FOG I S  VERY D E N S E ,  THE ROADS ARE S L I C K ,  AND IF YOU ARE GOING F A S T E R E y h [ L i - f D  p.3: 

What 1 wanted to hear, within moments of the first impacts, were 

LANES A3.E BLOCKED WITH MASSIVE A C C I D & N T S .  ALL LANES ARE BLOCKED.  

I 



THAN 30 MPH YOU WILL wT BE ABLE TO STOP." - 
Tha t ' s  c e r t a i n l y ' n o t  h o w  you ' ld  hea r  it on C B .  I t  would sound mre l i k e  ... 

W e  have a massive break  check a t  t h e  mosvdale get-em-(on or of f )  southbound o n  
t h e  big n icke l  oi w e s t  on ( s l ang  for 120). Y o u ' l l  do a t  tes t  a t h r e e  oh.  I t ' s  
10-6 out  t h e r e .  

S igh .  Junk mai l  of t h e  a i r .  My own hope i s  t h z t  when t h i n g s  g e t  s c a r y  enough 
o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  fog, t h e  b roadcas t e r s  w i l l  can  t h e  junk and d e l i v e r  t h e  message 
i n  p l a i n  Engl i sh .  Fat  chance, huh? 

> If you are g e t t i n g  t h e  assembly i n t e r e s t e d  i r i  t h i s ,  you might a l s o  t r y  t a l k i n g  
> t o  S t a t e  Sen. Richard Katz !I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  h i s  name, D-Sepulveda). He's 
> i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t r a n s i t  i s s u e s .  If you f i n d  some i n t e r e s t ,  l e t  m e  know. 

The w a y  t h i n g s  work, it w i l l  probably t a k e  m e  a n o t h e r  month t o  crank  t h i s  up 
a s  a n  e l e c t i o n  i s s u e  i n  San Joaqxin County, mostly because i t  w i l l  t a k e  t h a t  
l ong  to be s u r e  t h a t  A s s e z b 1 p i a 1  Johnston has  dec ided  t h e r e  is "nothing he can  
do". So w e  get somebody else. If Assemblyman Johns ton  suddenly decides t o  
c a r r y  t h e  spear ,  t hen  maybe w e  can  get a l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s o l u t i o n  o u t  of  
Sac to  suppor t ing  s o m e  of t h e s e  programi, a l though  Cal-Trans ignored  t h e  two 
Sena te  r e s o l u t i o n s  27 y e a r s  ago t e l l i n g  them t o  get o f f  t h e i r  f a n n i e s  and 
do something t o  s t o p  t h e  s l a u g h t e r  i n  t h e  fog. I " W e  c a n ' t  d o  it - i t ' s  
too hard",  etc., e t c . , ) .  Af t e r  s l a u g h t e r i n g  a l l  t h e  L o c a l  Hero's, maybe 
re  can look T o r  an  L.A .  Hero, but  i f  you wish t o  make e n q u i r i e s  of Sen. K a t z ,  
p l e a s e  do so. E l s e ,  I'll wai t  a b i t .  

I n  article <FAIGIN.90Jun1~14~~~6esunstroke.aeroke.aerosp~ce.~ero.org>, faigin@aerospace.aero,crg 
(Danie l  P. Faigin)  w r i t e s :  
> 
> let PLke i n  on s c m e  p rob lens  wi th  C 9 .  
> 
> I t8s  f i n e  and dandy t o  l e g i s l a t e  t h e  channel  i n  C a l i f .  Won't he lp  one b i t .  A 
> major problem wi th  t h e  OTHG's use of Channel 14 is, what i s  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  
> r e f e r e d  to as "skipland".  These are t h e  people  wi th  immense i l l e g a l  power o u t  
> i n  Louis iana,  Texas, Inglenood :-), etc.  t h a t  s i t  around a n  "read t h e  mai l"  
> for hours  a t  a t i m e .  T h i s  prevents  t h e  locals from u s i n g  t h e  channel ,  and you 
> can ' t  ask them p o l i t e l y  t o  leave  s i n c e  OUJ; pucy, l e g a l  4 w  rigs can ' t  reach  
> them. The FCC i s  a t o o t h l e s s  k-oader on enforcement .  Then, t h e r e  are t h e  
> "chi ldren"  who d i s c o v e r  CB and t h i n k  it i s  a toy. We've had t h o s e  t o o .  There 
> was "Snowman", who kept  sending a n u l l  carrier o u t ,  a d v e r t i s i n g  h i s  addres s  
> and saying  he had Cocaine f o r  s a l e  (a l though we d i d  get a CHP officer t o  
> l i s t e n  t o  t h e  Channel for a w h i l e ,  and "Snowmann suddenly  d i sappea red ) .  There 
> are t h e  c h i l d r e n  who l i k e  t o  broadcas t  music o n  t h e  channel .  
> 
> A channel reserved for t r a f f i c  informat ion  would be lovely. U n f o r t m a t l y ,  with 
> t h e  "clout" of t h e  FCC today i n  t h e  CE area, it  won't happen. 

R e  sk ip l and  and enforcement:  

P e t i t i o n  1 - t o  e s t a b l i s h  a C 5  " t r a f f i c  adv i so ry"  channel  ! the o ld  " foo t  i n  
t h e  door" ) .  

P e t i t i o n  2 - t o  p e r n i t  Cti? and CalTrans t o  b r o a d c a s t  a d v i s o r i e s  on t h a t  
channel  without  bo ther ing  w i t h  t h e  "po in t - to -po in t "  f i c t i o n .  

P e t i t i o n  3 - t o  p e r n i t  CHP and CalTrans t o  b roadcas t  o n  t h a t  channel  a t  
up t o  10,000 w a t t s  a t  t h e i r  d i s c r e t i o n .  

P e t i t i o n  4 - t o  d e l e g a t e  channel d i s c i p l i n e  enforcemen? for t h a t  channel  
t o  s t a t e  highway p a t z o l s  {probably t a k e  s o m e  p r e t t y  t r i c k y  
j o i n t  l e g i s l a t i o n )  - E,h;b;fD p.36 

I 



Uh, oh. I h e a r  t h e  ether-archists a t  my door.... 
3 .  

> P.S.: There  w e r e ,  a t  times, o t h e r  OTHG-ers o u t  on t h e  network. I s t i l l  have 
> t h e  Email addresses for a f e u  of them- 

I‘d l i ke  to  h e a r  how t h e y  feel about a l l  t h i s .  

--Mike 



Path: XXXxx!xxyxX! X X X X X .  cc/T3ecrrl ! ucbvax!ALDERAAN. SCRC. SYl'-- ,ICS .COM! Ed 
From: Ed@ALDERA;W.SCRC.SY~LICS.COL.I (Ed Schwalenberg) 
Newsgroups: rec.ham-radio 
Subject: Call for Comment, CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" petxtion 
Message-ID: <19900620183321.7.ED@PEREGRINE.SCRC-S~o~ics.C0~ 
Date: 20 Jun 90 18:33:00 GMT 
References: <usc!cs.utexas.edu!tezbelliuudell!bi~e~!natinst!sequoia!attdso!ssc!~rkz@ucsd 
. edu> 
Sender: daernongucbvax.BE~ELEY.EDU 
Organization: The Internet 
Lines: 13 

Date: 14 Jun 90 19:06:15 GMT 
From: usc!cs.u=ezas.edu!texbell!uudcll!bigte~!na~i~st!sequoia!attdso!ssc!~rk~@ucsd-e~ 

u (Mark Zenieri 

In article <25212@usc.edu>, kjh@pollui:.usc.edu (Kenneth J. Hendrickson) writes: 
> A few hams on here  are old 
> enough to remenher when the band was -stolen- from us. 

Your bad attitude in unpardonable. 33 years is a long time for a stupid grudge. 

I think his bad attitude is especially unpardonable because h e ' s  only 27. 
He is falsely attempting to don the mantle of an old-timer, when in fact 
he's just a premature old fart. 

Path: XXXXX!XXXXX!XYXXX.com!lll-winken!u*~.ed.rl!rpi!zaphod.mps.ohio-state.edu!saasung!umich 
!mailrus!husc6!uni~!larson 
From: larson@unix.SRI.COM (Alan Larson) 
Newsgroups: ca.driving,ba.transportaticn,rec.autos.driving,rec.h~-radio 
S u b j e c t :  Re: Call €or Coment, CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <13343@unix.SRI.COK> 
D a t e :  21 Jun 90 00:29:32 GMT 
References: <7605@XXXXX.XXXXX.CW <25212@usc.edu> <7617@XXXXX.XXXXX.CCM1 <1990Jun12.19565 
R.29470@1ia> <7645@xxXXX.XXXXX.COM> 
Reply-To: larson@unix.UUCP (Alan Larson) 
Followup-To: ca-driving 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: SRI international, Menlo Park, CA 
Lines: 19 
X r e f :  Xxxxx ca.driving:3369 ba.transportation:821 rec.autos.driving:1720 rec.han-radio:221 
61 

In article <7645@XXXXX.XXXXX.COM> mbark@XXXjU[.COtI (Michael Barkley) writes: 

> What I wanted to hear, within monents of the first impacts, were 
>the  cautions "IF YOU ARE SOUTHBOUND Of1 1-5 OR WESTBOUND ON SR 120 AT 
>FLOSSDALE SLOW DOWN TO 30 M P H  OR YOU ARE GOING TO KILL SOMEBODY. ALL 
>LANES ARE BLCCKED WITH MASSIVE ACCIDENTS. ALL LANES ARE BLOCKED, 
>THE FOG IS VERY DENSE, THE ROADS ARE SLICK, LVD I F  YOU ARE GOItIG FASTEX 
>THAN 30 MPH YOU WILL NOT BE A X E  TO STOP." Which was t h e  t r u t h .  A CfiP 
>override On scne sort  of widely-monitored channel really seems to me to be 
>the hope for the future. 

Perhaps I am missing something. If the fog iu very dense, and you are 
looking out the front w i n d o w ,  you should know to .glr)w dcwn without having 
someone on the radio tell you. 

It would seem u n w i s e  to drive BO fast that you could not see and 
avoid hazards t h a t  may appear i n  f r o n t  of y o u .  

Alan 



From uucp Thu Jun 21 14:3Q+DT 1990 /-. 
>From uucp Thu Jun 21 11:. ?DT 1990 =emote from XXXXX 
> F X G ~  d a r k  Thu Jun 21 11:~3 PDT 1990 remote from xxxx>; 

Path :  -!jMxXx !XXXXX.com!decwrl!elroy.jpl .nasa.gov!usc!ucsd!hel ios .ee . lbl .~ov!hel l~ate.  
utah.edu!uplherc!esunix!hzooper 
From: hcooper@esunix.WCP (Hardware Support)  
NeMSgrOUp-: misc.ernerg-services 
Sub jec t :  Xoad c o n d i t i o n s ,  e t c  v i a  2-way r a d i o  
Keywords: radio' cb, ham, scanner  
Message-ID: <2005@esunix.UUCP> 
D a t e :  19  Jun  90 23:00:45 GMT 
D i s t r i b u t i o n :  usa 
Organiza t ion :  Evans 6 Suther lacd ,  S a l t  Lake City, Utah 
Lines :  3 4  
X-Local-Date: 19  Jun 90 16:00:45 PDT 

I have been t r y i n g  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  t h r e a d  on us ing  CB a s  a good 
communications tools fcr adv ' is ing motorists of impending disasters. So 
I s t a n d  on my orange  crate and s p i l l  my g u t s .  

1. The FCC is no t  v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t e l l i n g  some m i l l i o n  or so users 
t h a t  "only use  channel  xx for adv i s ing  o f  moto r / comuto r  s i t ua t ions ' .  
They gave up l i c e n s i n g ,  and p r e t t y  much e n f o r c i n g  pa= t  95 some y e a r s  
agc .  I th ink  t h a t  under  some condi t ions ,  t h e  rules could  be enforced  
f o r  major v i o l a t i o n s ,  bu t  t h e y  a r e  a small bunch, and can ' t  do it a l l .  

2. One o t h e r  reader mentioned t h a t  usinga nat ionwide channel  is bad for  
s e v e r a l  zeasons (and I agree), such a s  people  who i n t e n t i a l l y  jam by 
send ing  a LION signal (open carrier), or p l ay ing  music, etc. The o t h e r  
is sporadic-e skip, which by you can  use 4 w a t t s  and manage to t a l k  from 
C a l i f o r n i a  t o  New York (no, you don't  need megawatts.  I t a l k  on 10 
meters mobile with 12 w a t t s  SSB t o  t h e  South S e a s  and Japan) .  
end up hea r ing  garbage f r o m  a l l  over .  

So you 

OK, so you Feople  who u s e  CB (I d i d  back i n  t h e  l a t e  60's and e a r l y  
7 0 ' s )  say, "but I have used  it and I can  g e t  good informat ion  on whats 
up ahead". Great. 
evening  on somc channel  ( las t  I l i s t e n e d  t o  one, on ly  1 9  was busy) and 
l e t  t h e  o t h e r s  know abou t .  
e n g l i s h .  This  way t h e  people who a r e  i n  t h e  same g e n e r a l  a r e a  can  g e t  
t h e  informat ion  t h e y  need. 

U s e  i t  t h i s  way by s e t t i n g  up a n e t  each morning and 

I t  might a l s o  be  a good i d e a  t o  use p l a i n  

What do I use, s i n c e  I seem t o  know i t  all ( smi ley  >>> :-) 1 .  W e l l ,  I 
have t w o  p o l i c e  scanne r s  t h a t  I monitor  t h e  a h e r i f f  and s t a t e  p a t r o l ,  
a long  wi th  t h e  air t r a f f i c  plane2 for t h e  l o c a l  r a d i o  s t a t i o n s .  I 
u s u a l l y  keep a good i d e a  of what i s  going on. hnd of course ,  t h e r e r  are 
t h e  t r a f f i c  n e t s  on t h e  l o c a l  2 m e t e r  ham r e p e a t e r s .  Enough s a i d .  

Harrison Cooper 
N7KST 

I ron uucp Thu Jun 21 14:32 E.DT 1990 
>From uucp Thu Jun 21 11:36 PDT 1990 remote f r o m  XXXXX 
>From &ark Thu Jun  21 11:36 PDT 1990 remote f r o m  XXXXX 

Pa th :  XXXXX!XXXXX!XXXXX.corn!decwrl!ucbvax!u~sd?usc!pollux.usc.edu!kjh 
From: k jh@pol lux .usc .edu  (Kenneth J .  Hendrickson) 
Newsgroups: rec.ham-radio 
Sub jec t :  Re: C a l l  for  Comment, C R  "Traffic A d v i ~ o r y  Channel" p e t i t i o n  
Mesaage-ID: <2543C@usc.edu> 
Date: 20 Jun 90 22:59:04 GMT 
Re€erences: < u s c ! c s . u t e x ~ s . c d u ! t e x b e l l ! u u d c l l ! b i g t e x ~ k ~ @ ~ ~ ~ ~  
.edu> <19900620183321.7.ED@PEREGRItiE.SCRC.Syrnbolics.CON> 
Sender:  news@usc.edu 



Distribution: na 
Organization: EE-Systems, USC, Lo3 Xngeles 
Lines: 21 

~ --. 

In article <1990052018332~.7.EDePSREGaINE SCRC.Symbolics.COM> Eded\LDERAAN.SCRC.S3-WLXCS.C 
OK (Ed Schualenberg) writes: 
% From: usc!cs.utexas.edu!te:~~ell!uudell!bigt~~!natinst!s~quoia!attdso!ssc!~r~z@ucs~.e 
du (Mark Zenier) 
% In aeicle <25212@usc.edu>, k jh@poll&x.usc. edu (Kenneth J. Hendrickson) writes: 
% % A fen ham on here are old 
% 
% Your bad attitude in.unpardonable. 33 years is a long time for  a stupid gzudrje. 
% I think his bad attitude is especially unpardonable because h e ' s  o n l y  27. 
b He is falsely attempting to don the mantle of an old-tirxer, when in fact 
% he's just a premature old f a r t .  

% enough to remember when the band was -stolen- frcm u3. 

Please note that I didn't claim to be old enough m y s e l f  to rernenber this 
incident. I said a f e w  hams on this forum are. 

I have a very bad attitude towards the FCC, for  many reaaons, not the 
least of which is the 220 MHz band fiasco. The FCC is run by political 
cronies, and not people who have any teck!*-al ability. It shows. I 
can't think of one good thing that t h e  FCC has done for amateur radio in 
the last 10 years. More than just a f e w  hams share my opinion of the 
FCC . 
Ken Hendrickson N8DGN/6 kjh@ust.edu . . . !uunet!usc!pollux!kjh 

Path: JCCQ(X!mbark 
From: mbark@jWCCX.COM (PAchacl Barkley) 
Newsgroups: ca.driving,ba.tranxportati~n,misc.emerg-~ervic~s,rec.autos~~riving,~ec.rail~o~ 
d 
Subject: R e :  Call for Conment, C 0  "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <7687@xXXXX.XXXXX.C0M> 
Date: 22 Jun 9@ 00:36:14 GMT 
References: <7605@XXXXX.XXXXX.COt-D <25212@usc.edu> <7617@XXXXX.XXXXX.C~~> <13343eunir.SRI. 
Cc19 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: XXXXX, XXXXX, CA 
X r e f :  xx?u(x ca.driving:3374 ba.transportation:823 misc.emerg-services:l~O7 rec.autos.driu 
ng:1742 rec.railroad:5175 

In article <13343@unix.SRI.COM>, larson@unix.SRI.COM (Alan Larson) writes: 
> In article <7645~XXXXX.XXXXX.COM> mbark@XXXXX.COM (Michael Barkley) writes: 
> >  What I wanted to hear, within r a n e n t s  of t h e  first impacts, were  
Z >the cautiona "IF YOU ARE SOUTKBOUND ON 1-5 OR WESTBOUND ON SR 120 AT 
> >MOSSDALE SLOW DOWN TO 30 MPH OR YOU ARE GOING TO KILL SOMEBODY. ALL 
> >LANES ArS. BLOCKED WITH MASSIVE ACCIDENTS. ALL LANES ARE BLOCKED. 
> >THE FOG IS VERY DENSE, THE; ROADS ARE SLICK, AND IF YOU ARE GOING FASTEX 
> >THAN 30 MPH YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO STOP.* Which w a 3  the truth. A CHP 
> >override on some sort of widely-monitored channel r e a l l y  seems to me to be 
> >the hope for the future. 
> 
> Perhaps I am mi.sying something. X f  t h e  fog i~ very  dense, ar?d you are 
> looking out the f r c n t  window, you should know to slow down without having 
> someone on t h e  rztdi? tell you. 
> 
> It nould seem unw-se to drive so fast that you could not Jee and 
> avoid hazards that m y  appear in front of you. 

You are exactly r i g h t .  Except that. . ; L ~ I L  '_he maximum safe speed for 
conditions in the fog drops below about  4 C  mnpn, if you $0 that 5:ow t h e  gay 
behind you becomes a bullet bearing down on your bod. 

W e  ha7.c close to 2 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  licensed d r i v e r ?  in California. The vchirle &hl-&t.Tb, p 41; 



- -c- 

code makes e a c h  of t h e s e  c e r s  a n  e x p e r t  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  w t h e  maximum 
s a f e  speed  f o r  c o n d i t i o n s  is. It a i n ' t  working all t h a t  w e l l .  John Q. 
P u b l i c  needs  s o m e  h e l p .  Fog is  s e d u c t i v e ,  a cool, fuzzy  b l a n k e t ,  l u l l s  
t h e  unwary, s p e e d s  edge  up, "I haven ' t  r u n  i n t o  a n y t h i n g  y e t  so I m u s t  
be OK, r i g h t "  t a k e s  o v e r ,  suddenly you smash t h r u  a c r o s s i n g  g u a r d  and 
SPLAT, hMTRAK t o  you too! (I  concede, Adrian.  You w e r e  r i g h t .  Sorry!) 
O r  s u d d e n l y  t z a f f i c  d o e s n ' t  s l o w ,  i t  cames t o  a n  i n s t a n t a n e o u s  d e a d  s t o p  
as p e o p l e  r u n  i n t o  e a c h  o t h e r :  

12/01/86 - First col l i . s ions  at t h e  f i r s t  northbound Manteca SR-99 e x i t  
a t  7:30 or so i n  t h e  morning. By t h e  t i m e  c o n d i t i o n s  c l e a r e d  up, m e r e  t h a n  
135 v e h i c l e s  [ p e r  Couzty OES) were invol-red,  and t h e  wreckage s t r e t c h e d  
back t h r o u g h  Ripon, a c r o s s  t h e  coun ty  l i n e ,  and i n t o  S a l i d a  ( 8  m i l e s ? ) .  

12/14/88 - I ax d r i v i n g  i.n pea-youp f o g  westbound on SR-120 a t  a h a i r  over 
30 mph (too f a s t ,  too fas t )  s c a r e d  o u t  of my w i t s  when I s e e  a f l a t b e d  
t r u c k  l o o m  i n  f r o n t  of m e .  A s p l i t  second d e c i s i o n  and I merged l e f t  where 
I came t o  a s t o p  3 hundced y a r d s  f u r t h e r  a l o n g  beh ind  some n e s s y  a c c i d e n t s .  
Moments l a t e r  a f u r n i t u r e  van do ing  50 or so plows i n t o  t h e  f l a t b e d ,  
k i l l i n g  t h e  d r i v e r  and  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  f o u r  v e h i c l e s  i n  f r o n t  of him. 13 
c h a i n - r e a c t i o n  c o l l i s i o n s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  i n v o l v e d  30 v e h i c l e s  and s e n t  24 
t o  the  h o s p i t a l .  

12/18/89 - I am d r i v i n g  westbound on SR-120 a t  a h a i r  o v e r  30 rnph (too 
f a s t !  too f a s t ? )  scared out of my w i t s .  T w o  o t h e r  d r i v e r s  t u c k  i n  
b e h i n d  m e  t o  g e t  o u t  of t h e  yo-yo l a n e  and f o l l o w  a t  a s a f e  d i s t a n c e .  
Coming to t h e  I-5 merge p o i n t ,  dead - s top  t r a f f i c  looms o u t  of t h e  fog. 
W e  s top OK, b a r e l y .  As I watch t h e  mirror, I h e a r  a c o l l i s i o n  a n d  see 
a car climb o v e r  t h e  l a d y  2 cars b e h i n d  me, and i t s  gas t a n k  e x p l o d e s .  
The rest of u3 p u l l  over o n t o  t h e  s h o u l d e r  (Waaaay out o f  t h e  way) and 
get o u t  t o  he lp ,  a t  whicn t i m e  w e  ace v e h i c l e s  b e g i n  t o  s l am i n t o  o t h e r s  
on I-5 nex t  t o  u s .  Half  a dozen w e  c a n  see, a n o t h e r  h a l f  dozen w e  h e a t ,  
one f a t a l i t y  a hundred y a r d s  back, 60-80 v e h i c l e s ,  29 t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  
c o l l i s i o n s  went on for 15 t o  20 minu tes  from t h e  i n i t i a l  c o l l i s i o n  a 
mile and  a h a l f  ahead  of us. [ conv inced  t h a t  t n e s e  i n c i d e c t s  s t r e t c h  
t h e  concep t  of " a c c i d e n t " ,  I began t o  c o l l e c t  i n f o  and w r i t e  l e t t e r s ]  

12/27/89 - I-205, ccmbina t ion  4 0  mph fog and b l a c k  i c e  on  t h e  o v e r p a s s e s .  
Yow!. 2 dead,  j a c k k n i f e d  b i g  r i g s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  p l a c e .  Ever s e e  a b i g  
r i g  f l i p  a U-turn a c r o s s  a freeway median i n  f r o n t  of you i n  t h e  fog?  

1/30/90 - Selma C a l i f o r n i a ,  fog, 5 dead, c o l l i s j . o n s  go on for an  hour and 
a h a l f .  

3 /12 /90  - Green 3ay, Wisconsin,  f o g ,  3 dead, 5 2  v e h i c l e s .  

5/23/30 - T u l a r e ,  C a l i f o r n i a  ( b l o s i n g  d u s t ) ,  1 dead,  19 v e h i c l e s .  T h e  
man w h o  die", w a 3  i n  a Buick, squashed between 2 b i g  rigs. To g e t  h i m  
out they t o o k  t h e  Buick t o  a wrecking yard and dismantled j t  p i e c e  by 
p i ece .  

In 1963 t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  Sena te  passed t h e  f i r s t  of t w o  r e s o l u t i o n s  
r e c o g n i z i n g  ttie t e r r i b l e  volume of m u l t i p l e - v e h i c l e  c o l l i s i o n s  i n  t h e  fog 
i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  and o r d e r i n g  C a l T r a n s  t o  do something about  i t .  2 7  years 
l a t e r ,  and CalTrans '  t o t a l  accompl i s*men t s  a r e  t h e  placement of 3 s e t s  
of p l a s t i c  r e f l e c t o r s  t o  m a r k  freeway e x i t  l a n e s ,  plus a s y s t e m  o f  CHP 
g u i d e d  convoy2 i n  the: fog t h a t  CXO d o e s n ' t  even do any more because  t h e y  
don' t have the money. 

I ' m  do ing  my be3t t o  d r i v e  s a f e l y  o u t  t h e r e .  Eut  u n t i l  we get (centralized 
OL s y n c r o n i z e d )  p r o x i m i t y  and speed c o n t r o l s  o n  motor v e h i c l e s ,  w e  need 
all the h e l p  w e  can get, automated t r a f f i c  control systems, pablicity, and 
maybe r e l e v a n t  CE cormiinicnt ionu w i t h  dozens of eyes and ears  sharing 
h a z a r d  i n f o .  I w a s  hop ing  C B  would be t h e  c a 3 i e s t  p a r t ,  s i n c e  i t  d o e s n ' t  
c o s t  t h e  i n d i f f e r e n t  bur.ch i n  Sac to  a damn dime and a c t u a l l y  e a r n 3  t.hem 
s a l e s  t a x  reveriue. And I a l s o  hrJpinr. t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of i t  t o  



.? /-- 

monitor traffic condition: . general as well a= commute t r  ic will be 
enough of a hook to encourage the general public to participdte. 
English, of course (thank you, HC). 

In plain 

Final draft of FCC petition is corninq as soon as I get to t h e  Law Library .... 
--Mike 

p.s. I seem to reinember the Garden State Freeway, New Jersey, as having 
the all-time records for fog pileups. Can anybody send ne 
details? 

Path: ~iO(!XXXXX!XXXXX.con!mips!za~hod.mps.ohio-state.edu!brutus.cs.uiuc.edu!psuva:~l!~utg 
crs!n-.cnc!rti!dg-rtp!larrybud.rtp.dg.com!goudreau 
From: goudreauelarrybud.rtp.dg.com (Bob Goudreau) 
Newsgroups: rec.autos.driving 
Subject: Re: Call for Cament, CB 'Traffic Advisory Channel' petition 
Message-ID: <1990~un22.074402.144OO@dg-rtp.dg.co~ 
Date: 22 Jun  90 07:44:02 GMT 
References: <7605@xXXXX.xXXXX.COM> <25212@usc.edu> <7617@XXXXX.XXXXX.CW <13343@uni-.SRI. 

Sender: usenetedg-rtp.dg.com (Usenet Administration) 
Reply-To: goudreall@larrybud.rtp.dg.com (Bob Goudreau) 
Organization: Data General Corporation, Research Triangle Park, NC 
Lines: 17 

COIO ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e ~ . ~ . c ~  

In article <7687@XXXXX.XXXXX.COM>, mbark@XXXXX.COM (Michael Barkley) 
w r i t e s  : 
> p . ~ .  I seem to remember the Garden State Freevay, New Jersey, as having 
> the all-time records for fog p i l e u p s .  Can anybody send me 
> details? 

(BTW, that's 'Garden State *Parkway*".] Do you mean the US record, or 
the world record? It was my understanding that multi-hundred-vehicle 
pileups happen with dismaying frequency in parts of Europe. 

From uucp Fri Jun 22 14:19 EDT 1990 
>From uucp FFri Jun 22 11:08 PDT 1990 remote f r o m  XXXXX 
>From mbark Fri 3un 22 11:08 PDT 1990 remote from XXXXX 

Path: XXX;CX!XXYXX!XXXXX.com!decwrl!ames!ucsd!usc!zaphod,mps.ohio-~tate.e~u!sol.ct~.col~~i 
a.edu!emory!wa4mei!ke4zv!gary 
From: garyeke4zv.WCP (Gary Cof fman) 
Newsgroups: rec.hun-radko 
Subject: Re: C a l l  for Comment, CB " T r a f f i c  Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <617@ke4zv.UUCP> 
Date: 21 Jun 90 14:50:32 GMT 
References: < u 3 c ! c s . u t e x a 3 . e d u ! t ~ ~ ~ e l l ! u u d e l l ! b ~ g t e ~ ! n a t i n s t ! ~ e q u o i a ! a t ~ ~ s o ! s s c ! ~ ~ k ~ ~ ~ c s d  
.edu> <19900620183321.7.ED@PEFEGRIKE.SCRC.Symb <25430@usc.edu> 
Reply-To: gaqeke4zv.UUCP ( G a r y  Coffman) 
Distribution: na 
Organization: none 
Lines: 25  

Tn a r t i c l e  <25430@usc.edu> kjh@pollux.usc.edu (Kenneth J, tiendrickson) writes: 
> 
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> X  have a very  bad a t t i t u d t  ,awards t h e  FCC, for many reaso .  no t  t h e  
>least  of which is t h e  220 MHz band f i a s c o .  The FCC i s  run  by p o l i t i c a l  
>cronies ,  and not people  who have any t e c h n i c a l  a b i l i t y .  It showg. I 
>can ' t  t h i n k  of one good t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  FCC has  done for amateur r a d i o  i n  
> t h e  las t  10 yea r s .  Nore t h a n  j u s t  a f e u  hams s h a r e  my op in ion  of t h e  
>FCC . 
Temper! Temper! The FCC has  a n  e x c e l l e n t  l a b o r a t o r y  s t a f f  and t h e  
f i e l d  engineer ing  people  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  e x c e l l e n t  a s  u e l l .  They are 
under s t a f f e d  and under equipped and under funded t o  t h e  po in t  t h a t  
only two and half people are ass igned  to  amteur mtters e x c l u ~ i v e l y .  
They have far l a r g e r  m a t t e r s  t o  a t t e n d  t o  t h a n  j u s t  amateur r a d i o  and 
t h e y  have been amazingly t o l e r a n t  of  OUT d v i n d l i n g  s e r v i c e .  The f a c t  
t h a t  t hey  have al lowed a d e c l i n i n g  s e r v i c e  s e r v i n g  r e l a t i v e l y  f e w  
people  t o  cont inue  t o  have access  t o  a d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  sha re  of 
scarce spectrum is s imply  amazing. They have g r a n t e d  us a degree  o f  
s e l f  r e g u l a t i o n  o f f e r e d  t o  no o t h e r  s e r v i c e .  We had better e x e r c i s e  
it or t h e i r  t o l e r a n c e  w i l l  f i n a l l y  end. 

What has t h e  FCC done for us  i n  t h e  l a s t  t e n  y e a r s ?  Well t w o  new 
HF bands, VEC examinat ions,  STA f o r  Sk ipne t  t o  name a few. 

Gary KE4ZV 

From uccp F r i  Jun 22 21:53 E 3 T  1990 
>From uucp F r i  Yun 22 17:27 PDT 1990 remote from XxxXX 
>From uucp F r i  Yun 22 17:27 PDT 1990 remote from X X X X .  
>From uucp F r i  Jun 22 17:23 PDT 1990 remote from xXXXX 
>From ucscb.IJCSC.EDU!rsatthew F r i  Jun  22 15:46:37 1990 remote from ns.XXlW(.COM 
Received: from ucscb.UCSC.EDU (t128.114.129.61) by ns.XXXXX.COM (4.1/SMI-4.1) 

Received: by ucscb.UCSC.EDU (5.61/1.34) 

D a t e :  Fri, 22 Jun 90 15:46:23 -0700 
Frola: matthcneucscb. ZICSC. EDU (Matthew Kaufman) 
Message-Id: <9006222246.AA13190@ucscb.UCSC.EDU, 
To: mbark@XXXXX.COM 
Subjec t :  re: fcc proposa l  

i d  AA12834; F r i ,  22 Jun  90 15:46:37 PDT 

i d  AA13190; F r i ,  22 Jun 90 15:46:23 -0700 

> 
> P e t i t i o n  1 - t o  e s t a b l i s h  a CB " t r a f f i c  adv i so ry"  channel  ( t h e  o l d  " foo t  i n  
> t h e  door") .  

p o s s i b l y  good i dea .  

> P e t i t i o n  2 - t o  permi t  CHP and CalTrans t o  b roadcas t  a d v i s o r i e s  on t h a t  
> channel wi thout  bo the r ing  w i t h  t h e  'point- to-point"  f i c t i o n .  
> 
> P e t i t i o n  3 - t o  permi t  CII? and CalTrans t o  b roadcas t  on t h a t  channel  a t  
> up to 10,000 w a t t s  a t  t h e i r  d i s c r e t i o n .  

ve ry  bad idea .  what makes you t h ink  that t h e  e n t i r e  coun t ry  
(and for t h a t  mat te r ,  most o f  t h e  world)  is i n t e r e s t e d  in hear ing  about  
t r a f f i c  problems i n  CALIFORNIA? Once t h e r e ' z  a t r a f f i c  adv i so ry  channel  
t h a t ' s  t h e  same f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  U . S . ,  t h e  most impor tan t  t h i n g  t o  do 
w i l l  be t o :  

a )  l i m i t  t h e  number of users 
b)  c o n t r o l  t h e  power used by a l l  of t h e  u ~ e r s  t o  make it 

as l c w  a s  p o s s i b l e  
( t h i n k  about why c e l l u l a r  phone works so zuch  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  o l d e r  
mobile t e lephone  technology)  

> P e t i t i o n  4 - to delegate channel d i s c i p l i n e  enforcement for  that channel  
> t o  s t a t e  highway patrols (probably take s o m e  p r e t t y  t r i c k y  
> j o i n t  l e g i s l a t i o n )  . 



-- 

I€ you think they're short of money now, just 
they start hiring specialists in F S  Direction 
a l l  day tracking people around. 

-- 
In general, I think that this will never uork 
will need to be developped. Perhaps you could 

wait until 
Finding arid spend 

on CB. Another system 
petition CalTrans to 

install remotely controlled road signs, remotely controlled speed limit 
signs and remote weather monitoring capabilities, so that they could 
tell nhere it wag foggy. If you want to have it brcadcast to your car, 
consider a bystem that uses cellular phone data channels or a system 
that uses broadcast station subcarriers, like the Germans do. 

-matt hew kaufman 
(mattheu@ucscb.ucsc.edu) 

Path: XXXXX!XXXXX!XXXKX.com!decurl!apple!usc!ucsd!ucbva.-,!unisoft!hoptoad!kumr!pozar 
From: pozar@kumx.UUCP (Tim Pozar) 
Newsgroups: ca-driving 
Subject: Re: Call for Comment, C9 "Traffic Advisory ChannelP petition 
Message-ID: <153@kwnr.UUCP> 
Date: 22 Jun 90 15:49:15 GMT 
References: <760S@xXXXX.XXXXX.CoM> <25212@usc.edU < ~ ~ ~ ~ @ X X X ~ X . X X X X X . C O ~ D  C1990Jun12.19565 
8.29470@lia> <7645@XiXXX.XXXXX-CW 
Reply-To: pozar@kumr.UUCP (Tim Pozar) 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: Late Night Software (San Francisco) 
Lints: 21 

In article  <7645@xXXXX.XXXXX.CoM, mbark@XXXXX.COLA. (Michael Barklcy) writes: 
> What I wanted to hear, within moments of t h e  first impacts, were 
>the cautions "IF YOU ARE SOUTHBOUND ON 1-5 OR WESTBOUND ON SR 120 AT 
>MOSSDALE SLOW DCWN TO 30 MPH OR YOU ARE GOING TO KILL SOMEBODY. RLL 
>LANES ARE BLOCKED WITH MASSIVE ACCIDENTS. ALL L W E S  ARE BLOCKED. 
>THE FOG IS VERY DENSE, THE ROADS ARE SLICK, AND IF YOU ARE GOING FASTER 
>THAN 30 MPH YOU WfLL NOT BE ABLE TO STOP." which "a3 the truth. A CHP 
>override on some sort o f  widely-monitored channel really seems to me to be 
>the hope for the future. 

What I have found very helpful, is to listen to the coordination 1 
grogranme channel for Metro Traff ic .  You will get a full Bay Area 
report on traffic condtions way before they're announced on TV or radio. 
If you have a portable scancer in your car, tune to 450.0625 MHz. 

Tim 

-- 
Tim Pozar Try also... 

' I n t e r n e t :  uunet!hoptoad!kumr!pozar Fido: 1:125/555 PaBell:  ( 4 1 5 )  788-3404 
. USNail:  KKSF 1 7 7  Maiden Lane / San Francisco CA 94108 ~ 

Fsom uucp Tue Jun 26 09:13 EDT 1990 
>From uucp Tue Jun 26 06:18 PDT 1990 remote from XX'XXX 
>From uucp Tcle Jun 26 06:18 PDT 1990 remote from XXXXX 
>From uucp Tue Jun 26 06:17 PDT 1990 rcn0t.e from XXXXX 
>From pyuxp!nvuxj!hschu Tue Jun 26 09:12 EDT 1990 remote from bcr 
To: pyuxp!bellcore-2?bellcore!rutgers!cs.ute~a~.edu!u~c!elroy.jpl.na~a.go~!a~es!~~~.~~m~ 
XXXXX!XXXXX!mbark 
Subjec t :  Re: Call for Comment, CB " T r a f f i c  Advisory C h a n n e l "  petition 
References : <7 605OxXXXK. XXXXX . COM> <25 2 12 2 usc . edu> (7 6 17 @X:\rXXi.  XXXXX . COLQ <19 903unl2.1S 5 6: 
8.29470@lia> <7645@XX%XX.XXUX.COlr?> 

The runor that Germany has  8ome sort of gene ra l  overide built into car radios to & h1' & f 9 , p t 4 5  



/I ,- transmit emergency traffic visories is not quite accurate .It bears some 
truth. Here is briefly how AC works: 

1. All stations carrying traffic information transmit a subaudible tone which 
can be decoded by most car radios. This tone is on all the time and assists in 
finding a traffic station (on FM, 87.5-108 MHz only). 

2. Many car radios can also detect a 'code character', A-E, indicating for what 
geographical zone the traffic news are being provided. This code character will 
be displayed. When driving on the Autobahn, watch for signs indicating the zone 
character and which frequency to tune to (for people without deccder). 

3.  Ixmediately before a traffic advisory, a low audible tone is transmitted. In 
those radios equipped with the appropriate decoder, the volume will be increased 
or, if a tape is being played, the tape iz stopped and the radio audio is 
switched on. Another tone after the traffic advisory restores everything. 

Multi-casualty accidents, especially in fog, happen nevert. ,less, however ... 
--.- 
Hermann Schumacher, P M ,  EMT 
Bellcore, Red Bank NJ 07701 
Phone : (201) 758-3310 
The standard disclaimers apply .... 

e-mail: hschu@nyquist.bellcore.com 
Packet: DFZDR@WB2COP-4 

Path: XXX;(X!XXXXX!XXXXX.com!~ps!zaphod.mps.ohio-state.edu!uakari.primate.wisc.edu?daii.cs 
.montana.edu!ogicse!zephyr.ens,tek.co~!tektr~ni~!nosun!tec~ook!j~esd 
From: jamesd@techbook.com (James Deibele) 
Newsgroups: rec.autos.driving,misc.unerg-seNices,rec.h~-radio,rec.radio.shortwave 
Subject: Re: Call for Comment, CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <582@techbook.co~ 
Date: 27 Jun 90 01:54:11 GMT 
References: <1990Jun12.195658.2947O@lia> <7645@~xWr.xxlUo<.COM, <FAXGIN.90Jun1507402O@suns 
troke.aerospace.aero.org> 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: TECHbooks of Beaverton Oregon - Public Access Unix 
Lines: 32 
Xref: xXXXX rec.autos.driving:1822 misc.emerg-services:l117 rec.ham-radio:22341 rec-radio. 
shortwave: 2535 

In article <FAIGIN.90Jun1507402Oesunstroke.aeroke.aeros?ace.aer~.~rg> faigineaerospace-aero-org ( 
Daniel P. Faigin) writes: 
>In ar t ic le  < 7 6 4 ! 5 @ ~ X . X X X X X . C O t O  mbark@XXXYX.COM (Michael Barkley) writes: 
> What I wanted to hear, within moments of the first impacts, were 
> the cautions "IF YOU ARE SOUTHBOUND ON 1-5 OR WESTBOUND ON S R  120 AT 
> HOSSDALE SLOW DOWN TO 30 MPH OR YOU ARE GOIYG TO KILL SOMEBODY. ALL 
> LANES ARE BLOCKED WITH MASSIVE ACCIDENTS. ALL LANES ARE BLOCKED. 

> TWJ 30 K D H  YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO STOP." 
> THE FOG IS VERY DENSE, THE ROADS ARE SLICK, AND IF YOU ARE GOING FASTER 

That's an interesting idea, to use CB for traffic warnings. I find the traffic 
reports on the radio infuriating, because they're substantially behind the 
action (as other people have commented) and because they're only given during 
prime-time (7:30AM-9:00AM, 4:30PM-6:00PM approxindtely). I don't drive during 
that time, norinally, and I come around corners to find traffic backed up for 
miles at 6:30PM. Not fun. 

If .someone, like a gas station chain, w e r e  t o  try to do road warnings, would 
they be able to use CB? Or would that be a commercial use, and not allowed? 
H r ~ w  about  a low-power AM radio? I 'd  listen to a radio station that gave t h e  
traffic situation every five minutes or l e s s  <REGARDLESS> of what kind of music 
o r  news or tzlk or ads they u s e d  a s  f i l l e r  between the traffic r e p o r t s .  

(I have the impression that with CB, you'd need to u3e repeater stations, and 
maybe with AM, too. Seems like theze are dsytine-only licenses for ;M, 



. think all commercial radic-.tenses cost big Sucks. 
familiar with radio . - - )  

But tl-/'.I'm really not 

jamesd@techbook.COM ... !(tektroniz!nosun,uunet] !techbook!jamesd 
Public Access UNIX at (503) 644-8135 (1200/2400) Voice: fl 503 646-8257 
Technical books mailing list --- mail " techbook !tbj-request * 

Path: XXMM!XXXXX!XXXXX.com!lll-winken!uunet!clailrus!ncar!ico!ism-l8Oc!kendy 
From: kendy@isr.780~. isc. com (Ken Dye) 
Newsgroups: rec.autos.driving,ca.~ri.~i~g 
Subject: Re: Call for Coment, CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <44480@isn780c.isc.com> 
D a t e :  21 aim 90 18:19:48 GMT 
References: <1390Jun12-195658.29470@lia> <~~~~@XXXXX.X~~XX.COM> <FAIGIN.90Jun15074C2~@suns 
troke.aerospace.aero.org> <582@techbook.c01~0 
Reply-To: k e n d y @ i s m 7 8 0 c . i s m . i s c . c o m  ( K e n  Dye) 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: Interactive Systems Corp., Santa Monica CA 
Lines: 28 
X r e f :  xxxM( rec.autos.driving:1840 ca.driving:3404 

In article <582@techbook.com> ja.nesd@techbook.com (James Deibele) writes: 
>In article <FAIGIN.~0Jun1507402O@sunstroke.aerosp~ce~aero.org~ faigin@aerospace.aero.org 
(Daniel P. Faigin) writes: 
>>In article <7645@-.xxXXX.CW mbark@XXXXX.CW (Michael Barkley) writes: 
>> What I wanted to hear, within morntents of the first impacts, were 
>> the cautions "IF YOU ARE SOUTHBOUND ON 1-5 OR WESTBOUND ON SR 120 AT 
>> NOSSDALE SLOW DOWN TO 30 MPH OR YOU k!. GOING TO KILL S W B O D Y .  ALL 
>> LANES ARE BLOCKED WITH MASSIVE ACCIDENTS. ALL LANES ARE BLOCKED. 

>> THAN 30 MPH YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO STOP." 
>> THE FOG IS VERY DENSE, THE ROADS ARE SLICK, AND IF YOU ARE GOING FASTER 

. >That's an interesting idea, to use CB for traffic warnings. I find the traffic 
>reports on the radio infuriating, because they're substantially behind the 
>action (as other people have comented) and because they're only given during 
>prime-time ( 7 : 3 0 ~ ~ - 9 : 0 0 A M ,  4:30PM-6:00PM approximately). I don't drive during 

Chicago's department o'transportation has a pretty good system 
which incorporates sensors on the major highways, piped into a computer 
which broadcasts traffic reports constantly on extreme l o w  and high AM 
bands. A l s o  included in the report are any major accidents and where 
road construction projects are ... really useful information. I was suprised 
to find, upon moving to LA, that there is nothing like that here ... WHY NOT? 
Traffic is a lot worse here, and there are few alternatives (unlike Chicago, 
which has great public transportation). 

--Ken 

kendy@ism.isc.com (213)453-8649 s3153 " I ' m  C h l o e .  Let's wrassle!" 
-- 

*Sitting on the console all day, watching the new3 scroll away ..." 

Path: XlCXM!XXX);X!XXXX%.com!arnes!ucsd!tut.cis.c~~~-state.edu!cica!iuvar!u.ul.cso.uiu~.edu!m 
iduay!iitmax!draughn 
From: draughn~iitmax.IIT.EDU (Mark Draughn) 
Newsyroups: rec.autoy.driving,misc.emerg-services,rec.h~-radio,rec.radi~.shortu~~-e 
Subject: R e :  Call for C s m . e n t ,  CB "Traffic Adviso ry  Channe l "  petition 
Message-ID: <3900@iitmax. IIT. EDU> 
Date: 27 J u n  90 17:53 :37  GMT 
References: ~1990Jun12.195658.2947O@lia> <76459XXXXx.~~xXx.C0M> <FAIGIN.90Jun1507302O~~~ns 
troke.aerospace.aero.org> <582@techbook.com> 
Reply-To: braughn@iitrrax.iit.ed~ (Mark Draughn) l r  gr/l i ' h r ' r  i) p .  7 f r '  



T .-- 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: Illinois Institute of Technology 
Lines: 59 
Xref: Xxxxx rec.autos.driving:1837 misc.emerg-services:l118 rec.ham-radio:22362 rec-radio. 
shortwave:2543 

In article <582@techbook.com> jaiiesd@techbook.com (James Ceibele) writes: 
>In article <FAIGIN.90Jun1507402O@sunstroke.aeroke~aerospace~a~ro~o~g> faigin@aerospace.aero.org 
(Daniel P. Faigin) writes: 
>>In article <7645@~xxxxX.Xicoor.C0M> mbark@XXXX%.COM (Michael 
Earkley) 
>>writes : 
>> What I wanted to hear, within moments of the first impacts, were 
>> the cautions "IF YOU ARE SOUTHBOUND ON 1-5 OR WESTBOUND ON S R  120 AT 
>> MoSSDA&E SLOW DOWN TO 30 MPH OR YOU ARE GOING TO KILL SC"'7SODY. ALL 
>> LANES ARE BLOCKED WITH MASSIVE ACCIDENTS. ALL LANES ARE BLOCKED. 
>> THE FOG IS VERY DENSE, THE ROADS ARE SLICK, AND I F  YOU ARE GOING FASTER 
>> THAN 30 MPH YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO STOP.' 
> 
>That's an interesting idea, to use CB for traffic warnings. I find 
>the traffic reports on the radio infuriating, because they're 
>substantially behind the action (as other people have commented) and 
>because they're only given during prime-the (7: 3 0 ~ ~ - 9 :  O O A M ,  
>4:30PM-6:00PM approximately). I don't drive during that time, 
>normally, and I come around corners to find traffic backed up for 
>miles at 6:30PM. Not fun. 

Here in Chicago, the Illinois Depaztment of Transportation operates a 
group of low-power AM stations that provide traffic information. 

The stations broadcast at the top and botZom of the dial { S S O  and 1610 
I think). The broadcast alternates between events affecting traffic 
and actual traffic reports. It is all automated. 

There is a tape that describes the daily schedule for construction 
work, lane closures, ramp closures, pazades,,and other events 
affecting traffic. 

This alternates with computerized traffic reports: "As of ... 5:55 pm 
_._ there is severe congestion on the following currently monitored 
sections of the highway system ... Kennedy expressway .._ inbound ... 
between Montrose avenue ... and Irving Park road . _ .  between Kedzie 
avenue ... and the Ohio street junction ..." and so on. The reports 
are updated every 10 minutes or so by sensors buried in the highways. 

If an emergency situation such as a flood or a really bad accident 
screws up traffic somewhere, an additional tape is usually added to 
the sequence to describe the problem. 

This service is coupled with a phone number (312-DOT-INFO) that can be 
used (with optional touch-tone control) to get additional traffic i2formation, 
to get rcuting information, and to report accidents. 

One problem with this syscem is that when traffic comes to a complete 
stop sonewhere, the computer doesn't detect Cars moving o7er the 
sensors and decides that there is no traffic. This is fairly rare. 
The other problem is that the broadcast has 30 little power that it is 
e a s i l y  lost ir, the static. These are both mir.or problems. 

I t ' s  a system that I like a lot. 

-- 
EM4IL: draughni3iitmax.iit.edu+-------------- t 
BITNET: SYSMARK@IXTVAX I Mark Draughn I 
VOICE: +I 312 567 5962 f-------------- i- 
=SO: ... (nucsrllatt) !iitmax!draughn 

Academic Computing Center 
10 H. 31st St. 
X1linoj.s 1nstit.ute cf Technology 
Chicago ,  Illinois 60616 &xh,-/,[f b, i;,e7 



.-. /- . 
Path: XXXXX!XX~x!XXXXI<.com!ames!ucsd!usc!zap~od.mps.ohio-state.edu!mips!prls!phiiabs!ttid 
ca!sorgatz 
From: sorgatz@ttidca.TTI.COM ( Avatar) 
Newsgzoups: rec.autos.driving,rec.ham-radio 
Subject:  CB Channel 9 is for  emergency traffic! 
Hessage-ID: <18110@ttidca.TTI.COM> 
Date: 25 Jun 90 22:39:23 GIMT 
References: < 7 6 0 5 @ X x j r , u X - X X c X X . C 0 ~ ~  <25212@usc.edu> <7617@irxxxjr.XXXXx.C0t~ <9652@pt.cs.c1~u. 
e d o  
Distribution: usa 
Organization: Citicorp/TTI, Santa Monica 
Lines: 22 
X r e f :  XxxXX rec.autos.driving:1818 rec.ham-radio:22330 

In article <9652@pt.cs.czttu.edu> %jm@f.gp.cs.Ciu.edu (Bret Musser) w z i t e s :  
f 
+Personally, I think the CB advisory would be detrimental. As f a r  as I 
+know, there is no law saying that Ch. 9 is the "Emergency" channel -- 
+I thought that was just accepted convention which was then posted 
+on thousands of signs and then became a "de facto standard." 
f 

radio! Look in the bo x . . .  it says "Part 95 - FCC RULES" on the cover..got 
that? RTFM! (sheesh! college-kids...!) You'll also notice that the regs 
of Part 95 prohibit modifying your  rig - running linear amplifiers - t h e  
use of obscene language and many other things that you'll encounter on the 
wunnerful 11 meter band ... cost of the people on have never read Part 95 
either..it,s not required reading..but: Ignorance is no excuse! In using 
a transmitter on 11 meters..you have 'agreed' to abide..catch that? Just  
because you didn't sign for a license, dosen't mean the rules don't apply! 

Go ahead, tell me you DIDN'T read the little booklet that came with your 

4- 
> panic trap; type = N + 1  * 

+ 
(OPINIONS EXPRESSED DO NOT REFLECT THE VIEWS OF CITICORP OR IT'S MiLVAGEMENT!) 

-Avatar-> (aka: Erik K. Sorgatz) KBO'L'VY +------------------------- 
Citicorp (+) TTI 
3100 Ocean Park Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 90405 +------------------------- 
{csun,philabs,psivax,pyr&d,quadl,rdlvax,ret~~~ !ttidca!sorgatz ** 

* -_--- ----- 

Path: ~~x!~~!X)<XXX.com!mi?s!bridgeZ!jar~hu~!usc!cs.ute~~as-edu!asu v a ~ ! s t j ~ c ! f 2 ~ 8 . n 2 6 0  
.zl.fidonet.org!David-Stark 
From: David.Stark@f218.n2EO,zl . f idonet .org (David Stark) 
Newsgroups: mix-emerg-services 
Subject: Re: C a l l  for Coment, CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 
Message-ID: <21281.268AlOC8@stjhc.fidonet.org> 
Pate: 28 Jun 90 14:06:10 GMT 
Sender: ufgate@stjhmc.fidonet.org (newsoutl.26). 
Organization: FidDNet node 1:260/218 - NF2G Oxline, Rochester NY 
L i n e s :  40  

> From: &ark@XXXXX. COM (blichael B a r k l e y )  
i 

> Re skipland and enforcement: 
> 
> Petition 1 - to establish a CB "traffic advisoryR channel {the 
> old "foot in the d o c r " ) .  

On a Stace level, this is unconstitutional, although California ha3 
establiFhed a history of rnaking.its rgwn radio l a w s  anyway. 

> p e t i t i o n  2 - to permit. CfiP and CslTrans to broadcast advisories 
> on that channel without bothering with the "point-to-point" 
> fiction. 



Please elaborate? S . 9  licenses for  individual stat!---s are no longer 
required, what's to stop CI or anybody from using a CB? 

> Petition 3 - to permit CHi? and CalTrans to broadcast on that 
> channel at up to 10,000 w a t t s  at their discretion. 

Unlikely at best. This would require an FCC waiver of existing rules for  
power output in that band, I don't think the PCC would even consider giving 
them 100 watts. 
> Petition 4 - to delegate channel discipline enforcenent for that 
> channel to state highway p a t r o l s  (probably t a k e  sone pretty 
> t r i c k y  joint legislation). 

This may work if Congress allows FCC to delegate its enforcement powers 
to the States. It would probably evoke howls of protest from state governments 
who can barely afford to do t h e  enforcenent Sobs they already have. Where is 
the money for local enforcement coming from? If the Federal government can't 
afford to pay the FCC enough to enforce the rules, they certainly can't afford 
to give noney to the State governments to do the same job. 

-- 
Uucp: ...Ig atech,~es,rutgers)!nca~!asuva-!stjc!26~!2l8?David.St~rk 
Internet: David.Stark@f218.n260.zl.fidonet.org 

Path: XXXXXIXXXjM!XXXXX.com!ames!ucsd!usc!cs.uteias.edu!tut.cis.ohio-state.edu!pt.cs.cmu.e 
du!f.gp.cs.cmu.edu!bjm 
From: bjm@f.gp.cs.cmu.edu (Bret Musser) 
Newsgroups: rec.autos.driving,rec-hzv-radio 
Subject: Re: CB Channel 9 is for emergency traffic! 
Message-ID: <9750@pt.cs.cmu.edu> 
Date:.28 Jun 90 01:13:18 GMT 
References: <7605@XXXXX.XxxXX.COlO <25212@usc.edu> <7617@xxxxX.wxxX.C0M> <3652@pt.cs.anu. 
edu> <181lO@ttidca.TTI-CW 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: Carnegie-Mellon University, C S / R I  
Lines: 40 
Xref: xXXXX rec.autos.driving:l~46 rec.hm-radio:22372 

In article <18llO@ttidca.TTI.COM> sorgatz@ttidca.TTI.CGM ( Avatar) writes: 
>In article <965ZC?pt.cs.cmu.edu> bjm@f.gp-cs.~u.edu (Bret Musser) writes: 
>+ 
>+Persona l ly ,  I think the CB advisory xould be detrimental. As far as I 
>+know, there is no l a w  saying that Ch. 9 is the "Emergency" channel -- 
>+I thought that was just accepted convention which w a s  then posted 
>+on thousands of signs and theh became a "de facto standard." 
>+ 
> Go ahead, tell me you DIDN'T read the little booklet that came with your 
>radio! Look in the box ... it says " P a x  95 - FCC RULES" on the cover..got 
>that? RTFM! (sheesh! college-kids...!) You'll also notice that the regs 
>of Part 95 prohibit modifying your r i g  - running linear amplifiers - the 
>use of obscene language and many other tnings that you'll encounter on the 
>wunnerful li meter band ... most of the people on have never read Part 95 
>either..it's not required reading..but: Ignorance is no excuse! In using 
>a trznsmitter on 12 meters..you have 'agreed' to abide..catch that? Just 
>because you didnrt sign for a license, douen't mean the rules don't apply! 

Well, EEEEEXi('XXXCCCCCCUUUUUUUSSSSSSS~EEE~E W X E E E E E E E E E .  

Geesh, r e p l i e s  l i k e  that make re t h i n k  that s0n.e people around here 
have attitude pioblems.  

Yeah, I read my manual. .  Y e s ,  I read t h e  supplied copy of the FCC regs. &gh,'El'+ D,!7,a/9 



A 

&- 
It would seem that I forgcT,hat Ch 9 was 3 law. No, I don<' have an 
amplifier on my set. Yes, did remember that such devices e 
illegal. No, I never use cbscene language on the air. I almost 
never use obscene language even in private (except the occasional toe 
stubbings in the morning) - 
Forgetting the rules is no excuse. I apologize. Lighten up some, pal. 

Oh, and 
because 

bjm 

Bret J. 
-- 

"If you 

I never transmit on Ch 9 except for 'emergencies.' Just 
I didn't remember it being a law dcesn't mean I broke it. 

Musses -- Carnegie-Mellon University -- bjm@cs.crnu.edu -- 412-268-8751 
can count your money, you don't have a billion dollars." {J.P. Getty) 

Path: XXXXX!XXXXX!XXXm.com!mips!taphod.mps.o'nio-state.edu!samsung!cs.uteras.edu!helios!bi 

From: billg@cs.tamu.edu (William Gunshannon) 
Newsgroups: rec.autos.driving,rec.ham-radio 
Subjec t :  Re: CB Channel 9 is for emergency traffic! 
Message-ID: <6215@helios.TAMU.EDU> 
Date: 28 Jun 90 13:44:53 GMT 
References: <7617@XXXXX.XXXXX.CoM> <9652@pt-cs.cmu.edu> <lEllO@ttidca.TTI.C~ 
Sender: usenet@helios.TAMU.EDU 
Followup-To: rec.autos.driving 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: Computer Science Department, Texas ACM University 
Lines: 31 
X r e f :  Xxxxx rec.autos.driving:1855 rec.hmL-radio:22398 

llg 

In article <18110@ttidca.TTI.CW sorgatz@ttidca.TTI.COM ( Avatar) writes: 
> Go ahead, tell me you D I D N ' T  read the little booklet that came with your 
>radio! Look in the box...it says "Part 95 - FCC RULES" on the cover..got 
>that? RTFM! (sheesh! college-kids...!) You'll also notice that the regs 
>of P a r t  95 prohibit mdifying your rig - running linear amplifiers - the 
>use of obscene language and many other things that you'll encounter on the 
>wunnerful 11 meter band. ..most of the people on have never read Part 95 
>either..it's not required reading..Sut: Ignorance is no excuse! In csing 
>a transmitter on 11 rneters..you have 'agreed' to abide..catch that? Just 
>because you didn't sign f o r  a license, dosen't mean the rules don't apply! 
> 

Well, I guess you didn't RTFM either. As it stands right now there is no uay 
anyone using a CB radio is doing 30 legally and in accordance with PART 95. 

You see there i . s  this little piece in there abcut  identifying with your FCC 
assigned call-signs and being a s  the FCC doesn't assign them and'enough time 
has elapsed that all przvious licenses have expired, how do you propose to 
comp 1 y ? ? 

That's the problem with having bad laws. 
abide by the rules laid down in that section of Part 95, how can anyone expect 
any of the rules to he taken seriously. 

If it is knowingly impossible to 

A highway warning system would probably be a good idea (I can't say for  sure, 
I stopped carrying a CB in the car years aqo) but I d o u b t  that such a system 
wzuld be do-able. The next time you go to the mall, l o o k  i n  all the cars in 
the parking lot and see how many of then: still have C B s .  Damn fex I would 
Lrgine. Those little antenae on the back W i m 3 o - d  don't cover channel 19!! 

hill K B 3 W  

P a t h :  XXXXX!mbark 



/ 'i Fron: mbark@XXXXX.COM (Mi ?,el Barkley) 
i Newsgroups: rec.autos.drivlng,rec.ham-radio,~sc.emerg-se=~-~es,ca.driving,ba.transportati 
; on 

: Message-ID: <7717@XXXXX.XXXXX.CW 

I Subject: Re: CB "Traffic Advisory Channel" petition 

Date: 25 Jun 90 00:36:40 GMT 
References: <7617@xXXXX.xXXXX.COM> <9652@pt.~s.mu.edu> <1811O@ttidca.TTI.C~ <6215@helio 
s . TAMU . EDU> 
Followup-To: poster 
Distribution: usa 
Organization: XXXXX, XXXXX, CA 
Lines: 2 1  
?(ref: rec.autos.driving:1872 rec.ham-radio:22421 misc.energ-services:l129 ccr.driving 
:3410 ba.transportation:864 

In article <6215@helios.TAMU.EDU>, billg8cs.tamu.edu (William Gunshannon) writes: 
> A highway warning system would probably be a good idea (I can't say for sure, 
> I stopped carrying a CB in the car years ago) but I doubt that such a system 
> would be do-able. The next time you go to the mall, look in all the cars in 
> the parking lot and see how many of them still have C B s .  
> imagine. 
> 
> bill KB3W 

Damn few I would 
Those little antenae on the back window don't cover channel 19!! 

I can absolutely positively guarantee you that every high-mileage driver in 
San Joaquin County, California, who drives in the pea-soup tule foq in the 
winter in the Central Valley will run right out and buy a CB rig the moment 
such a channel i.3 designated. 

* Well, maybe 99%. 

983? 

A t  least I will, and everybody I talk to. 

--Mike 

Path: XXXXX!XXXXX!XXXXX.com!decwrl!apple!u~c!ca.utexas.edu~mailrus!iuvar,!news!cartan!ndnat 
n!nstar!w8yrt!jim.grubs 
From: jin\.grubs8w8grt.fidonet.org (Jim Grubs,) 
Newsgroups: rec.hm-radio 
Subject: Re: CB Channel 9 is fo r  emergency traffic! 
Message-ID: <286.268BBA4B@w8grt.fidonet.org> 
Date: 29 Jun 90 20:19:12 GMT 
Organization: QRV de W8GFT, Sylvania, OH 
Line?: 35 

In Message-ID: <6215@h,e~ios.TAMU.EDU> Bill Gunshannon 3ez: 
> Well, I guess you didn't RTFM either. A3 it stands right now 
> no way 
> anyone u3ing a CB radio is doing so legally and in accordance 
> 95. 

> You see there is this 'Little piece in there about identifying ', 9 

there is 

with PART 

with your 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 

It 

FCC 
assigned call-signs and being a s  the FCC doesn't assign them and enough 
time 
ha:, elapsed t h a t  a l l  previous licenses have expired, how do you propose 
to 
comp 1 y ? ? 

wag my underatanding that the FCC sidestepped t h a t  i 3 3 u e  by i~suing a 
"group license" to all citizens and residents of the U S A .  
all about cailsig~is, t h o y  might have z p e s i f i c d  " t a c t i c a l  callsigns selected 

If they cared a?. 

by users" or some such gimick. 

_ . - .  . . .  



- 
4. 

This is a different  age, B'?: In -our day" people f e l t  the-d for the 
structuring and order provib2d by licensing and t e s t i n g  - rt 3 and regs and 
proper procedure2 and a l l  that  good s t u f f .  Today's young people  especially . 
feel comfortable in a world of seni-organized chaos. 

In other words, w e  uere born i n  a "Why?" world. Today's society is  a "Why 
not?" world. I ' m  not ,yaying that ' s  bet ter .  I t ' s  just  the  w a y  i t  i s .  

-- 
I \!\/\/ I 
I 1 Jim G r u b s ,  W8GRT - aka FidoNet node 1:234/1 
I (9) (0) W C P :  {ncar!asuvax!st j~c!,iu-~ar!ndmath!n=tar) !v8grt! jim-grubs 
I - ) INTEFNET: j im.grubs@w8grt . f idonet .org 

I /  "I uanna go to  the ham radi National Park 
I ,-I 

1- of t h e  Mind and ride t A &  NOS!" 
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I n  re: 

P e t i t i o n  of Michae l  J, B a r k l e y  1 N o  : f o r  Rulemaking 

P e t i t i o n  of Michae l  J, B a r k l e y  t o  amend Part 95  of t h e  

c o m m i s s i o n ' s  rules a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  d e s i g n a t i o n  

15 

16 

17 

1s 

of o n e  e x i s t i n g  C i t i z e n s '  Band Radio c h a n n e l  as a "traffic 

a d v i s o r y "  o n l y  c h a n n e l :  

PETITION FOR RULE MAKING FILED 

1. Notice is  h e r e b y  g i v e n  of p r o p o s e d  r u l e  making t o  amend 

19 Sectioc 95.407 of t h e  Commiss ion ' s  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  

20 c o n c e r n i n g  d e s i g n a t i o n  of one  e x i s t i n g  C i t i z e n s '  Band R a d i o  

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

c h a n n e l  as a " t r a f f i c  a d v i s o r y "  o n l y  c h a n n e l .  

2 .  A u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of t h e  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s  is  

c o n t a i n e d  i n  S e c t i o n s  4 ( i )  a n d  Cj) a n d  3 0 3 ( r )  of t h e  

Communicat ions A c t  of 1934, as amended,  4 7  USC S e c t i o n s  4 ( i ) ,  

4 ( j ) ,  3 0 3 ! r ) .  

3.  P u r s u a n t  to  app l i cab le  p r o c e d u r e s  s e t  o u t  i n  S e c t i o n  

1 . 4 1 5  of t h e  Commiss ion ' s  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  i n t e r e s t e d  

p a r t i e s  may f i l e  comments o n  or before - I 1 9  I 

E x h i b i t  E, p -  2 I 
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and  r e p l y  comments on or b e f o r e  , 19 . All 

r e l e v a n t  a n d  t i m e l y  comments and  reply comnents  w i l l  be cons ide rec  

by t h e  Commission b e f c r e  t h e  f i n a l  a c t i o n  is t a k e n  i n  t h i s  

p roceed ing .  I n  r e a c h i n g  i t s  d e c i s i o n ,  t h e  Conmission may also 

t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  o t h e r  relevant i n f o r m a t i o n  before it, 

4 .  I n  acco rdance  wi th  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of Section 1 . 4 1 9  of 

t h e  R u l e s ,  a n  o r i g i n a l  a n d  copies of a l l  w r i t t e n  comments, 

f i l e s ,  p l e a d i n g s ,  briefs,  and o t h e r  documents  s h a l l  be f u r n i s h e d  

t h e  Commission. 

i n s p e c t i o n  d u r i n g  r e g u l a r  b u s i n e s s  h o u r s  i n  t h e  Commission 's  

P u b l i c  R e f e r e n c e  Room a t  i t s  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  1 

Washing t o n ,  D.C. 

These  documents w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  fo r  p u b l i c  

Dated I 19 - 
F e d e r a l  Communications Commission, 

EXHIBIT  E, p.  2 


